





Arafat to moot Delon on Nov. 9 

• 

BRUSSELS (R) — Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) Chair- 
manY*ss£f Arafat «3 discuss aid to inuianent Palestinian self-rule 
when he meets European Conumssion President Jacques Delon cm 
Nov. 9, a commission spokesman said Friday. Mr. Arafat, on his first 
Writ to the headquarters of the European Community (EC) since 
signing a historic peace agreement with Israel last month, will be 
seeking tospeed up EC rid. “Support for the Mkleast peace process 
will be the main item," the spokesman said, adding Mr. Arafat will 

atomeetECDevek>FmMmtOQinnnsrikmerMaDudMaim.EChaden 
called at a summit meeting on Friday for the mobilisation of financial 
resources to back the Middle East peace process. The summit also 

caBeri for join EC aetkm to promote peace in the Middle East under 

the treaty's -com/tan foreign and security policy. The British Foreign 
Office tad meanwhile it had granted a PLO request to upgrade its. 
official status in London, including permission to fly the raesturiaii 
flag. A Foreign Office spokesman said Britain had informed the EC of 
the change in a note sent two days ago. 
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Taba talks shift to settlements 

Shetrit hints they could be eventually dismantled 


c J 


-s 


* i!tcf 

*r«n 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinian 
negotiators will ask Israel to 
roll back Jewish settlements in 
the Gaza Strip and remove the 
“biggest obstacle to peace," a 
top Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (FLO) official said in 
an interview published Friday. 

“We are demanding conces- 
sions, from the Israeli govern- 
ment on the question of settle- 
ments in Gaza," Nabil Shaath, 
the head Of tite Palestinian 
delegation to talks on the 
Israeli military withdrawal 
from ;Gaza and Jericho, told 
the Israeli right-wing daily, 
Maariv. 

‘The Palestinians will either 
■ask Israel to make the. settlers 
live in a single sector, or to 
grant them fewer "privileges" 
and less money to help discour- 
age them to stay, he said. 

The 5,00ft settlers in Gaza 
, were the “biggest obstacle to 
peace," Dr.; Shaath said. 

Israeli Eoonomy Minister 
Shimon Shetrit said in an inter- 
view Friday it was possible 
Israel would dismantle some of 


the settlements. 

"If there are settlements in 
(areas) densely populated with 
Arabs, I don’t think that we 
can say that in a permanent 
solution it is our interest to 
keep them," he said in com- 
ments published in the 
English-language Jerusalem 
Post 

Mr. Shetrit, of Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin's Labour, 
stressed that he was referring 
to the period after the interim 
self-rule being granted to 
Palestinians as part of the Sept. 
13 Israel-PLO accord. 

Mr. Rabin’s spokesman. Gad 
Ben-Ari said the premier ob- 
jected to evacuating any settle- 
ments and that Mr. Shetrit 
"speaks for himself and by no 
means reflects the govern- 
ment’s position or that of the 
prime minister." 

Mr. Shetrit said that “gener- 
ally speaking .settlements will 
not be uprooted,” but that 
thought would be given to 
breaking np communities in 
isolated areas or next to large 
Arab neighbourhoods, the 


newspaper said. 

Mir. Shetrit reitera t ed some- 
tiring Mr. Rabin has also res- 
tated several times in the past 
week, that Israel objected to a 
fofl withdrawal from the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Israel wanted to hang onto 
the Jordan River Valley area, 
and a mountainous. section of 
land near Bethlehem in the 
West Bank, Mr. Shetrit said. 

In all about 120,000 Israelis 
have settled in the occupied 
territories. 

Settlements in Gaza and the 
Jericho area which will be 
granted autonomy over the 
next few months will remain 
under Israeli. military control. 
Some settlers have said they 
would try to move back into 
Israel, but a main obstacle is 
disposing of their property. 

Several newspapers sug- 
gested a new solution was on 
die horizon Friday, ref 


that Saudi businessmen hs 
inquired about purchasing 34 
cottages under construction in 
the Karnei Shomron settle- 


ment near Nablus. Settlement 
officials did not answer their 
office telephones for comment 

Hie 18 settlements in the 
Gaza Strip are located 
throughout the region, but 
grouped into about three main 
clusters, and Israel has insisted 
it will keep troops in the strip 
to guard its settlers. 

The Haaretz newspaper re- 
ported Friday that Israel will 
present its detailed plan for a 
military retreat from the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho to Dr. 
Shawl’s delegation on Mon- 
day in negotiations in Taba, 
Egypt- 

Citing Israeli and Palestinian 
negotiators in Taba, it said the 
army was to withdraw from 
refugee camps and areas with 
dense Palestinian populations 
first. 

The withdrawal from Jericho 
would take place later. 

To avoid a "power vacuum” 
in these areas, Israel was hop- 
ing to come to an agreement in 
Taba on the modalities of de- 
ploying a : Palestinian police 
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Court’s reversal of ban on public rallies 
seen as victory for campaign 9 democracy 


By Nc np cen Murad 

Jordan Tims Staff Reporter 

AMMAN -— Thursday’s 
Justice s re- 
versaT-of gfMtau&ry of In- 
terior banco ri 'blifc rallies by 
candidates m given a new 
impetus to a jutfaerto lacklus- 
tre election* campaign, by 
first jmderi&fiug the judicial 

authority's ^dependent role 
in judging ^fitfity of govern- 
ment decofaus and, second, 
by lifting a major restriction 
On meansfof democratic ex- 
pression fin the country, 
according 'to analysts and 
observer!.. 

The court, the highest legal 
body in-the country, revoked 
the co ulnire r si al ban saying 
tfrat the aMfler of interior’s 
authority does not extend to 


issuing an across-the-board 
interdiction of public rallying 
in elections. 

The 12-member court also 
said* that The mi n is ter’s au- 
thority was "fixed and not 
expansive" arid that in this 
case, brought to the court by 
the Islamic Action Front 
(IAF), the plaintiff had “ful- 
filled its legal obligation to 
inform the administrative au- 
thority of its intention to hold 
a public rally.” 

Interior Minister Salameh 
Hamm ad, in a statement to 
the official news agency Petra 
after the derision of the court 
was made public, said the 
government “respects the de- 
cision of the Jordanian justice 
system and commits itself to 
executing it because we are a 
state that respects law and 


order." 

He added that although his 
ministry had hot issued a 
"general ban" on public rat- . 
lying, las mnusfry "will took ' 
into every Request for such a 
function separately aricT will' 
issue the proper derisions 
and. adopt the correct mea- 
sures to hold tiie rallies in a 
manner which will protect the 
citizens' safety and public 
order." 

Legislatively satisfied that 
the court had institutional- 
ised a legal precedent to 
guide the executive authority 
over similar issues, analysts 
stressed what they saw as the 
political message of the 
court’s derision. 

"The court’s derision is ex- 
tremely democratic, timely 
and important,*’ a well- 


placed analyst told the Jor- 
dan Times. The analyst, who 
spoke on condition of anony- 
mity, said the court’s ruling 
wOl gfre-tbe dtizen-the feel- 
ing that tim system can work 
for him or her arid that they 
are not necessarily under the 
“hegemony of the executive 
branch.” 

Coupled with a feeling that 
the judicial authority can and 
will stand by the side of poli- 
tical parties against the gov- 
ernment, most analysts be-, 
lieve, the lifting of the ban 
wll help allay the fears of 
political parties who have felt 
targe tted by the government 
in the ran up to the Nov. 8 
deadline. 

“The timing of this case 

(Continued on -page 10) 


Islamists stage first election rally in Shmeisani 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Islamic Ac- 
tion Front (IAF) (fid not wait 
long to hoM their first public 
rally after a court derision 
overruled a Ministry of In- 
terior decree banning public 
rallies ra the run-up to the 
Nov. 8 elections. 

Right after Friday mid- 
mommg prayers, the front 
held its 'fist election rally in 
the uppefttaeome district of 
Shmclsmwhcre national un- 
ity and "Palestine figured as 

the main themes of the day. 

"The Islamic Action Front 
is Adding a candidate with 
character and moral high 
ground in the Third District 
of Amman and it is he who 
wi U represent the conscious 
of our people in parliament,” 


said former Lower House of 
Parliament Deputy Yousef 
A1 Athem as he introduced 
bis party’s candidate, Ibra- 
him Zeid A1 Keflani, at tiro 
front’s first rally of the 1993 
election ca mp ai g n. 

In a neatly-placed bedouin 
tent, with about three quar- 
ters of the white plastic chairs 
full, most of them with wor- 
shippers from the Prince Has- 
san Mosque in Shmeisani, the 
IAF activists underline the 
election slogans of their par- 
ty. 

The law forbids political 
lecturing or campaigning 
from the mosque pulpit. The 
Friday preacher at the Prince 
Hassan Mosque announced' 
from the pulpit that the rally 
would take place as soon as 
prayers ended. 


But like the campaign rally 
speech of Mr. Keilani, the 
Friday sermons at the Mos- 
que concentrated on foreign 
relations rather than on inter- 
nal affai rs. Oppression of 
Muslims in Palestine, Iraq, 
Bosnia, Algeria, Egypt, 
Sudan and Lebanon was con- 
demned, but there was no 
mention of issues closer to 
home. 

In his introductory speech, 
at the rally, Mr. Athem stres- 
sed national unity and conde- 
mned the one-person, one- 
. vote system as sectarian and 
unfair. He accused some poli- 
tical parties of stressing secta-, 
rian issues and dividing the 
electorate on tribal lines. 

“Our aim is to unite peo- 
ple, not to divide them, to 
create cohesion and not frag-. 


mentation, (and) to stress 
that we are indeed one peo- 
ple — two sides of the same 
coin,” said Mr. Athem, an 
excellent orator. Speaking in 
a part of the Third District 
that is heavily populated by 
middle and upper class Jorda- 
nians of Palestinian origin, 
Mr. Athem and Mr. Keflani 
stressed the unity of the 
Palestinian and Jordanian 
peoples. 

“All Jordanians are Jorda- 
nians, with equal rights and 
equal participation regardless 
of their origins," said Mr. 
Keilani. 

Focusing away from 
domestic issues for the rest of 
his speech, Mr. Keilani 
attacked camera teams film- 
ing the rally calling them “the 

(Continued en page 10) 


Settler 

abducted 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Masked Palesti- 
nians stabbed and abducted a 
Jewish settler in the occupied 
West Bank Friday, also forcing 
an Arab man into the car as 
they fled, Jewish settlers and 
Palestinian sources said. 

The army denied initial 
radio reports saying the body 
was found in the escape vehicle 
near Beitin village, northeast 
of Ramallah. 

The Jewish kidnap victim 
was Haim Mizrachi from the 
settlement of Beit EL Resi- 
dents said he was a seminary 
student in his 30s, but no other 
details were immediately avail- 
able. 

The army confirmed the kid- 
napping and said it launched 
wide searches in the Ramallah 
area, about 15 kilometres 
north of Jerusalem. Two heli- 
copters hovered overhead and 
the region was declared a 
dosed military area. 

Palestinian negotiator Ziad 
Abu Ziad condemned the 
attack on array radio and said 
he hoped such violence would 
halt. 

"I am very sorry that there 
are those who are frying in 
every way. to make the peace 
talk* fail... and 1 hope that 
these people will understand 
and realise that all efforts of 
this type will not stop the 
process," Mr. Abu Ziad said. 

The army denied an earlier 
report from military officials 
that the settler had been found 
dead in a car at the entrance to 
tiie village of Beitin, a few 
kilometres from, where the 
abduction took place. 

A lar^e pool of blood mid 
Jewish skull-cap marked the 
spot where the settler was 
forced into a car just hours 
earlier and driven off by 
masked Palestinians in A1 
Bireh village, near Beit El. 

The settler was seized at a 
shop in the village where he 
had gone to buy eggs after 
receiving a phone call from a 
Palestinian merchant, settler 
spokesman Sbai Bazak said. 
Israeli Radio said he was 
apparently set up. 

As soon as he entered the 
shop, three masked Palestinian 
men jumped on the settler and 
stabbed him before bundling 
him into the boot of a car, said 
Bazak, who lives in Beit El. 

No details were immediate- 
lay released on the name of the 
settler.. 

Journalists were barred from 
tiie Ramallah region, where 
the abduction took place and 
where angry settlers later set 
fire to a Palestinian car to cries 
of "Rabin’s a traitor.” 

The leader of settlements in 
Ramallah, Pinhas Wallerstein, 
charged that the government 
of Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin viewed settlers as 
“second-class citizens who can 
be attacked with impunity.” 
The number of anti-Israeli 
attacks has not fallen since 
Israel and Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) signed an 
accord on Palestinian auton- 
omy in Washington on Sept. 
13, he argued. 

But Mr. Rabin said last 
week the number of attacks 
had halved since the signing. 
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Battle of the left — seats will be lost due to 

clashes and inter-party politics 



; ty Mariam M, Shahin 

. Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN— Personality con- 
flicts and inter-party power 
JJQfitica are dominating the 
election Hst and campaign of 
tw^ronimeijt left-wing poli- 
tical parties and may cause 
the defeat of most of their 
candidates, leftist observers 
“ri commentators say. 

Who were once known as 
tiie champfogB of issue poli- 
tics fame become the cham- 
pions of jpenonafity cults, 
vying forseatstbat may more 
easily be won by other fellow 
. leftists, they say. 

The. scaling down of the 
nuraberef. leftist, candidates 


running in at least six elector- 
al districts has hurt left-wing 
chances at the polls, mem- 
bers of the concerned parties, 
tiie Democratic Jordan Peo- 
ple’s Party (DJPP) and the 
Jordanian Democratic Popu- 
lar party (JDPP) believe. 

“The problem is not the 
withdrawal itself, but the 
reasons for the withdrawal 
and the popularity of the 
alternative candidates being 
fielded,” said one JDPP. 
member. 

The JDPP and DJPP 
announced last week that 
they were each • dropping 
three of their candidates in 
order to field a joint list that 


had a greater chance of win- 
ning votes at the polls. 
Known as the Progressive 
.List, the joint list is fielding 
six candidates in five districts. 

But the new Hst, leftist 
activists say, is “weak." Cri- 
tics of the decision claim that 
personality politics domin- 
ated the reshuffle. Criticism 
has been aimed primarily at 
the DJPP head, Azmi Khar 
waja* who is running on the 
Progressive list in Amman’s 
First District 

• “Two older, more senior 
members of both parties 
wanted to run ana thus 
scrambled the existing list. 
They ignored who had more 


popularity where and who 
had a better chance of win- 
ning. They concentrated on 
their own individual cam- 
paigns," says one observer 
from tiie fellow leftist Com- 
munist Party. 

“In almost every district 
the ‘stronger’ candidate was 
asked to withdraw on behalf 

of a less popular candidate so 

that- the equation between 
the two parties would remain 
in balance,” commented an 
independent observer. 

The decision to create a 
Progressive List was original- 
ly seen as one reformative 
way of dealing with the new 
election law and the restric- 


tions placed on the campaig- 
ners, political observers say. 
They predict a decrease m 
the number of seats held by 
pan-Arabs and leftists in the 
next Parliament. 

With leftist and pan-Arab 
parties feeling the “squeeze” 
created by the one-person, 
one-vote formula, leftist and 
pan-Arabist seats in Parlia- 
ment may drop, political 
commentators predict. 

“I don’t think the left will 
get more than five to seven 
seats, down from the 12 in 
the last Parliament," said 
a DJPP supporter. . 

“The merger list was a 
(Continued on page 10) 


Israefi soldiers watch a Palestinian car burning 
which was set on fire by Jewish settlers on the 
road ImmHiie to the Beth El settlement Friday. 
Settlers also burned down an Arab bouse and 


dashed with Israeli troops, in protest against 
the stabbing and kidnapping of an Israeli by 
Palestinians (AFP photo) 


Officer and 3 gunmen killed 
in shootout near Karameh 


AMMAN (J:T.) — A Jorda- 
nian army officer and three 
gunmen were killed in a shoot- 
out in the Jordan Valley Fri- 
day, the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said: 

The unidentified gunmen 
opened fire on a military post 
near the Jordan Valley town of 
Karameh, killing an officer and 
wounding an unspecified num- 
ber of soldiers before the 
Attackers were shot dead, Pet- 
ra said - quoting- a military 
spokesman... . . _ 

The spokesman said the 
attack took place at 8:30 a.m. 


(0630 GMT) at a “front-line” 
military position northwest of 
Karameh. 

The spokesman said: “Three 
men approached one of oar 
military positions at the fron- 
tier in the northwestern 
Karameh area. 

“After warning them and 
attempting to identity them, 
the armed men opened fire 
from their machine guns on the 
soldiers," it said. 

VQne of our soldiers was 
martyred and some others 
were wounded," the spokes- 
man added. It neither identi- 


fied the dead soldier nor dis- 
closed the number of wound- 
ed. 

It said, in return, Jordanian 
soldiers "attacked the perpet- 
rators and killed them." 

A senior security official said 
that tiie army was checking 
whether the gunmen infiltrated 
from the Israeli -occupied terri- 
tories. 

“We are combing the area 
for traces of possible infiltra- 
tion from the other side," the 
official told the Associated 
Prats in exchange for annony- 
wiity . He said he did not have 
other information. 


Shelling 
duels in 
S -Lebanon 

MARJAYOUN (AP) — 
Guerrillas battled Israeli and 
allied milit ia gunners Friday in 
the heaviest artiUery duels in 
South Lebanon since the 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) peace 
accord was signed last month, 
security sources said. 

There were no immediate 
reports of casualties from the 
thunderous blasts that echoed 
across the hills and valleys tee- 
ing the eastern and central 
sectors of Israel's self-styled 
“security zone.” 

Israeli and allied South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) militia 
gunners pounded suspected 
guerrilla strongholds with sus- 
tained barrages of howitzer 
foe. said the security sources, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

Iranian-backed Hizbollah 
gu errillas fired mortars into the 
“security zone," which Israel 
carved out in 1985 ostensibly to 
shield its northern towns from 
cross-border a tt ac ks . 

The duel began after an SLA 
patrol discovered and hannles- 
sy defused a roadside bomb 
planted near the Israeli- 
manned Sojod outpost in the 
zone’s central sector at 9 a.m. 
(0700 GMT), the security 

sources said. 

The neaby Ghizlan position 
manned by the SLA came 
under mortar fire as the explo- 
sive charge was being disman- 
tled, provoking the massive 
Howitzer retaliation, the 
sources added. 

Shells struck the pine woods 
of Iqlim A1 Tufah* the main 
Hfetiotteh guerrilla base in 
South Lebanon overlooking 
the central sector of the Israeli- 
held enclave, the sources said. 

Also targeted where the vil- 
lages of Maydoun, Birket Jab- 
bour and A bn Rashed facing 
the enclave’s eastern sector, 
about eight kilometres east of a 
Palestinian exiles’ camp at 
Marj Al Zohour, the sources 
said. 

Mortar volleys and later 
Katyusha rockets were fired 
from the province and one 
Kafyusha directly struck tiie 
SLA’s Ghizlan post at 10 a.m. 
(0800 GMT). Six other 
Katyusha exploded around the 
post. 


Mogadishu clashes flare; 
Aideed pursues new tone 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
Factional fighting erupted in 
the war-ravaged Somali capital 
Friday, shattering a two-day 
aim in the wake of fierce 
dashes which left 17 people 
dead earlier this week. 

Foreign journalists at the 
Sahafi Hotel heard persistent 
rattles of small arms fire 
around the K4 roundabout 
area of southern Mogadishu, 
'the scene of intense fighting on 
Monday and Tuesday. There 
were no immediate reports of 
casualties. 

Somali sources said the 
fighting pitted young militia- 
men loyal to warlord Moham- 
mad Farah Aideed and those 
of his enemy, self-styled Presi- 
dent Ali Mahdi Mohammad. 

An artillery war between 
General Aideed and Mr. Ali 
Mahdi killed or wounded 
30,000 people in Mogadishu 
before tiie warlords agreed to 
an uneasy U.N.-brokered ceas- 
efire in March last year. 


Friday’s fighting broke out 
even as an American naval 
ship unloaded heavy military 
equipment at Mogadishu’s new 
sea port. 

The equipment which in- 
cluded Ml-Al Abrahams 
tanks, Bradley fighting vehi- 
cles, self-propelled howitzers 
and trucks, will be used to 
protect American troops serv- 
ing with the U.N. peacekeep- 
ing force here. 

The United States has some 
13,000 troops in Somalia and 
another 7,000 on standby 
offshore. 

U.N. and U.S. forces did not 
intervene during this week's 
fighting and a U.N. military 
spokesman said on Tuesday 
the focus now on a political 
solution to the Somali conflict. 

Four months of fighting be- 
tween Gen. Aideed’s suppor- 
ters and international forces 
killed more than 70 foreign 
soldiers, including two dozen 
Americans.' 


Signs emerge of end to 
K ashmir mosque siege 


SRINAGAR, India (Agen- 
cies) — The two-week Indian 
array siege of Kashmir’s holiest 
Islamic shrine could end soon, 
government officials and Kash- 
miri mediators said Friday as 
the region braced for more 
protests. 

“A resolution of all the 
issues seems to be just around 
the corner," government 
spokesman Mehmood Ur Rah- 
man told reporters. “We hope 
we will be able to resolve these 
issues today or tomorrow.” 

Matilvi Abbas Ansari, one 
of three prominent Kashmiris 
who went on Thursday to talk 
to the militants among some 
150 people inside the mosque, 
agreed a settlement was closer. 

“It may take another day or 
two," he told Reuters. 

Security forces fired tear-gas 
Friday to stop hundreds of 
Muslims trying to inarch to- 
wards the mosque. 

But there was no repeat of 
the violence that occurred last 
Friday when paramilitary 
police fired on demonstrators 
and killed about 50 people. 


For the second Friday, Isla- 
mic religious and political lead- 
ers called for a mass protest of 
the army siege of the militants 
inside the Hazratbal Mosque. 

Unlike a week earlier when 
thousands of people responded 
to a similar call, only a few 
hundred residents braved the 
streets where reinforcements 
of federal police were on alert. 

Demonstrators came out in 
Srinagar, and the towns of 
Sopore and Baramulla. They 
were beaten back by troops 
using tear-gas and truncheons. 

Police say about 60 militants 
and scores of civilians are in- 
side the mosque, where Mus- 
lims believe a hair of tiie 
Prophet Mohammad is en- 
shrined in a sealed room. 

Earlier, the government had 
demanded the unconditional 
surrender of all the militants. 
But government sources, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, say negotiations 
were now focused on whether 
non-Kashmiri militants could 
go free. _ 
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adhafi says reports of 
rebellion are ‘blatant lie 


U.S. general accepts blame 
for failed mission in Somalia 


NEWS 


CAIRO (AP) — Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi has de- 
scribed reports of a military 
uprising against him as “a bla- 
tant lie.” 

In a speech to university 
faculty and students, carried, 
on Libyan television Thursday, 
Colonel Qadhafi denied West-, 
em press reports that he had 
called out the air force to put 
down a rebellion at an army 
base near Mfsratah, east of the 
Libyan capital Tripoli. 

“We have in front of us a 
blatant fie,” Col. Qadhafi said. - 
“We are the witnesses and we 
know that nothing has hap- 
pened, whether in Misratah or 
anywhere else, that no plane 
moved and that there was no 
rebellion.” 

The broadcast was moni- 
tored by the BBC in London. 

His remarks came a day af- 
ter a Libyan opposition group 
in exile charged that Col. 
Qadhafi’s government has ex- 
ecuted dozens of Libyans and 
arrested hundreds to counter a 
military rebellion aimed at 
bringing the colonel down after 
24 years in power. 

The military is believed to be 
the only force capable of dis- 
lodging him. 

Mohammad Gibril, a 
spokesman for the opposition 
Libyan National Front, told 
the Associated Press on Thurs- 
day that dashes were con- 
tinuing at a base near Bani 
Walid, bat he did not have 
figures on casualties. Bani 
Walid also is in eastern Libya. 

Western diplomats in the Li- 
byan capital and opposition 
leaders abroad reported last 
week that the air force moved 
Oct. 17-18 against rebellions in 
Misratah and Bani Walid. 

Opposition leaders have said 
other' camps were involved, 
including A1 Zawiyah, SO 
kilometres west of Tripoli, and 
Tarhunah, about SO kilometres 
south of the capital. 

There have been some re- 
ports that the unrest was not 
political but stemmed from the 
regime's foil ore to pay its milit- 
ary troops for several months. 
There is also believed to be 
discontent in the ranks over 
shortages caused by U.N. sanc- 
tions in force since die spring 
of 1992. 

Thursday's Washington Post 
newspaper said a mutiny 
against Col. Qadhafi earlier 
this month had begun spon- 
taneously as a protest over 
pay.Jnrt escalated into a stand- 
off between troops loyal to the 
Libyan leader and some 650 
mutineers. 

It said Col. Qadhafi had sent 
in the air force to bomb the 
rebels. 

The BBC said it had also 
reported that the Libyan air 
force put down a coup attempt 
in Misratah. 

The Washington Post’s re- 


port from Cairo, which quoted 
diplomats and exiled Libyan 
opposition sources, said troops 
in the Zawiyah barracks muti- 
nied on Oct. 7 to protest not 
having been paid for several 
months. 

It said there were similar 
revolts in the barracks of Mis- 
ratah and Beni Walid and that 
all three. were met by air 
strikes. ; 

Experts have said it is Col. . 
Qadhafi’s worst problem with 
the military since a 1986 rebel- 
lion against bis rule. 

•The Libyan government has 
denied that any unrest occur- 
red, and none has been re- 
ported on the' government- 
controlled media. 

In his speech. Col. Qadhafi 
also insisted that his govern- 
ment, which indudes citizen 
committees at all levels, would 
persist. 

“If Muammar Qadhafi died 
and a thousand Muammar 
Qadhafis die, the people’s con- 
gresses will go on and the 
people’s committees will go on 
and nobody can change this 
system,” he was quoted as 
saying. 

He accused the BBC, the 
London-headquartered British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
which has carried reports of 
the rebellion, and the British 
intelligence service’.- of fabricat- 
ing the stories Jo demoralise 
the Libyan people. 

“They said: Just wait, we 
will concoct something for you. 
First, say. there ‘is a coup ...so 
that Libya becames tike Azer- 
baijan, Hke Burundi.” * 

Col. Qadhafi insisted Libya 
has no army, just **apeople in 
arms” and added: “Hie people 
have the authority and the 
weapons, and the people can- 
not overthrow themselves.” 

Libya has been locked in a 
debate with Britain, the Un- 
ited States and France over 
allegations that two Libyan 
men were behind the 1988 
bombing of a Pan Am passen- 
ger jet over Lockerbie, Scot- 
land. All. 259 people in the 
Boeing 747 were killed along 
with 11 on the ground. 

France is seeking four Li- 
byans for questioning in the 
1989 bombing of a French 
UTA passenger jet over Niger 
in which 171 peopl.e died.. 

The U.N. security Council 
imposed arms, diplomatic and 
air sanctions against Libya in 
April 1992 for refusing to turn 
the Lockerbie suspects over for 
trial. 

They have- threatened to 
seek harsher sanctions for 
force Libya to comply. 

In His speech Thursday, Col. 
Qadhafi also called for thieves 
to have their hands chopped 
off. 

“Theft, whether it be in the 
(public) treasury, in the factory 
or on the street, should be 


punished by the amputation of 
a hand, in keeping with die 
Koran,” he said. . 

“Murderers should be killed 
...and beating should be car- 
ried out when warranted," said 
the leader of Libya, which calls 
itself a socialist republic where 
the Koran is the socia l code. . 

A report said Friday Libyan 
Opposition groups met this, 
month to form a united front 
against Libyan leader Col. 
Qadhafi just at the time when 
diplomats reported the revolt. 

A1 Hayat newspaper, 
printed in Cairo, said the heads 
of three groups met in Algeria 
on Oct. 14 and 15 and discus- 
sed a common platform which 
would insist on full pluralist 
democracy and blast' Libya’s 
current rulers for economic 
collapse. 

The paper did not make any 
fink between the revolt and the 
opposition meeting. 

An exiled Libyan politician 
contacted by Reuters con- 
firmed the meeting had taken 
place but said he had no details' 
of it.. 

Political analysts say Col. 
Qadhafi, in power since 1969, 
faces mounting unrest at home 
because of the threat of 
tougher U.N. sanctions. 

A1 Hayat said the three 

f roups were the National 
ront for the Salvation of 
Libya (NFSL) led by Mohm- 
mad Megarief, the Coopera- 
tion Bureau for Democratic 
and National Forces led by 
Major Abdul Moneim A1 
Houni, and the National Li- 
byan Alliance represented by 
Secretary-General Mansour A1 
Kikhia. ■ 

The' NFSL, the best known 
opposition group, was formed . 
in 1981 -by Mr. Megarief, a’ 
form er ambassador to India. It 
staged a coup attempt against 
Col. Qadhafi in 1984 but has 
been quiet since losing a sup- 
port base in neighbouring 
Chad when the government 
there changed in 1990. 

It is considered to be close to 
tbe United States, where its 
militants have trained in recent 
years. 

Both Mr. Houni and Mr. 
Kikhia are ex-foreign ministers 
under Col. Qadhafi formerly 
known for leftist and Arab 
nationalist views. They started 
the National Libyan Alliance 
in the mid-1980s fait later split. 

Previous attempts to coor- 
dinate among Libya’s disparate 
opposition groups have come 
to little. 

In the past the different fac- 
tions, ranging from fad- 
fashioned monarchists to 
Western-style liberals, Arab 
nationalists and Muslim fun- 
damentalists, have been able 
to agree on little other than 
their common dislike for Col. 
Qadhafi. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Tbe 
army general who led tbe 
effort to capture Somali clan 
leader Mohammad Farrah 
Aideed told President Bill 
Clinton he accepts responsibil- 
ity for the failed mission and 
the deaths of 18 Americans in a 
battle in downtown Moga- 
dishu, congressional and Pen- 
tagon officials say. 

General William Garrison 
sent a handwritten letter to 
Mr. Clinton through Repre- 
se native John Murtba, who re- 
cently visited Somalia, the offi- 
cials said Wednesday nigbt, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

In addition to accepting re- 
sponsibility for the failed mis- 
sion, Mr. Garrison told Mr. 
Clinton that the deployment of 
armoured vehicles to his Ran- 
ger unit in Somalia would not 
have changed tbe outcome of 
the Oct. 3 mission against Gen. 
Ai deed’s forces, the officials 
said. 

Gen. Aideed's guerrillas 
shod* down two U.S. helicop- 
ters in the street battle that 
killed the 18 Americans, along 
with more than 300 Somalis 
and a Malaysian solider. 

Defence Secretary Les 
As pin, who met privately with 


Gen. Garrison at the Pentagon 
on Wednesday, came under 
intense criticism on Capitol 
Hill for refusing a request for 
armour by Major General 
Thomas Montgomery, com- 
mander of U.S. forces m 
Somalia, in August. — - 

Those complaints surfaced 
again Thursday as two House 
Republicans' circulated a letter 
to President Clinton calling for 
Mr. Aspin to resign. 

ii Secretary Aspin showed in- 
excusably poor judgment in bis 
handling of the events in 
Somalia," wrote Bill Archer 
and Sam Johnson, both of 
Texas. 

The two lawmakers said they 
had more than 30 other House 
members who bad signed the 
letter, but they declined to. say 
who they were. 

Days following the Oct. 3 
mission, a handful of senators 
and congres sm en called for 
Mr. Aspin's resignation, but 
the calls subsided until Thurs- 
day’s demands. , 

At a Capitol Hfll news con- 
ference, Mr. Archer said Mr. 
Garrison's letter “smacks of 
one of tbe worst cover-ups this 
nation has seen” and com- 
plained that he was the “desig- 


nated fall guy.” 

On Oct 3, the Americans 
had Iq ask Malaysians in die 
33-nation U.N. ' force for 
armoured personnel carriers 
and Pakistani troops for tanks 
to help rescue U.S. troops that 
had been pinned down by 
Somali gunfire for hours. ' 

Mr. Montgomery - said in an 
OcL 19 interview that . having 
U.S. armour “would have 
made a difference.” . 

“It would have been an 
easier operation. We would 
have been able to punch into 
the city more quickly ...(and) 
basically not be affected by 
RPGS (rocket-propelled gre- 
nades).” 

Mr. Murtha, chairman of the 
House Defence Appropria- 
tions Sub-Committee, re- 
turned from Somalia last week. 

- His • spokesman. Brad 
Clemenson, said Wednesday 
night the congressman “carried 
the letter to the president and 
die letter basically said Gener- 
al Garrison was taking respon- 
sibility for the failed mission.” 

A Pentagon official said ML 
Aspin had not seen the- letter 
ana was not told of its contents 
before it was sent to Mr. Clin- 
ton. 


American soldier diagnosed 
for effects of chemical war 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
doctor at a veterans affairs 
hospital has diagnosed a Gulf 
war veteran as suffering from 
“chemical-biological warfare 
exposure” despite Pentagon 
clsums that no chemical attacks 
took place. 

Senator Richard Shelby took 
the unusual step of announcing 
the diagnosis of one former 
soldier during a Senate floor 
speech Thursday as he ques- 
tioned the military’s conten- 
tion. 

“They continue to argue that 
our forces were not project to 
any type of chemical Jor biolo- 
gical warfare during Desert 
Storm or Desert Shield,” Mr. 
.Shelby said. “They also dismis- 
sed assertions of the Czech 
defence, agency that organisa- 
tion detected low-level chemic- 
al , radiation during the Gulf 
war.” 

An environmental physician 
at a hospital in Tuskegee, Ala- 
bama, diagnosed Willi am Kay 
as suffering from “Gulf war 
syndrome and chemical- 
biological warfare exposure,” 
according to a document re- 
leased by Mr. Shelby. It identi- 
fied the physician only as Dr. 
C. Jackson. 

Mr. Kay, who was assigned 
to a construction battalion, has 
experienced shortness of 
breath, excessive fatigue, in- 


termittent diarrhoea, night 
sweats, memory problems and 
joint pains since the war. 

“He had none of these symp- 
toms prior to the Gulf, me 
doctor said. 

Mr. Shelby, who is chairman 
of tbe Senate Services Sub- 
committee on Force Require- 
ments and Personnel, said he 
bad contacted the Defence and 
Veterans Affairs (VA) depart- 
ments. 

“I wil] state now that the VA 
and the Department of De- 
fence had better not reject this 
diagnosis out of band. I can 
recall similar statements con- 
cerning Agent Orange,” Mr. 
Shelby said. • 

As tbe senator spoke, tbe 
Pentagon issued .a statement 
noting that news reports had 
emerged last summer about 
tbe Czech military detecting 
chemical agents during- the 
war, and that the Pentagon: had 
been “following up on those 
accounts.” 

The statement added that 
the Pentagon has received a 
copy of a written report from 
the Czechoslovakian Ministry 
of Defence and sent a team to. 
Prague to discuss the results of 
the r eport. 

Defence Secretary Les 
Aspin has asked the army to 
coordinate a complete review 
for the Pentagon, including a 


health assessment, the state- 
ment said. 

“Prcfiminary data indicates 
that there is little likelihood of 
a -connection between the 
Czechoslovakian report and 
any of die unexplained Gulf 
war diseases, because of die 
very low concentrations of the 
chemical agents; however, this 
issue is being examined,” the 
statement said. 

In July. Mr. Shelby held 
hearings in which two Alaba- 
ma veterans claimed their units 
were hit by chemical weapons 
in the Gulf war and asked 
Congress for help getting gov- 
ernment medical aid for health 
problems they have s u f fere d 
since the war. 

Pentagon officials have de- 
nied that there were any cher 
mkal attacks on U.S. troops 
during the-Gulf war, although 
the' threat of such attacks was 
constant throughout the 100- 
day conflict. 

In September, Sen. .Donald 
Riegle issued a report that said 
chemical warfare agents could 
have caused debilitating illnes- 
ses affecting thousands of Gulf 
war veterans. 

The report, compiled by Mr. 
Riegle’s staff, said there was a 
strong possibility tbe Iraqis 
launched at least two missies 
with chemical toxin warheads 
at U.S: forces in Sandi Arabia. 


‘Islamic World could rectify image in West with democracy 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
The Muslim World could 
answer questions about the 
compatibility of Islam and 
democracy by turning the rhe- 
toric of the recent past into a 
period of real democracy- 
building. says Professor John 
Esposito, director of George- 
town University’s Centre for 
Muslim-Christian Understand- 
ing. 

• “It is time to move beyond 
ideology to implementation,” 
he said during an Oct.. 26 con- 
ference on the relationship be- 
tween Islam and the West. 
“People want to see what an 
Islamic democracy might look 
like.” 

The day-lo'ng conference 
was sponsored by CAUS, a 
coalition of four organisations: 
the Council of Imams, the 
American Muslim Council, 
Solidarity International for 


Human Rights and tbe United 
Association for. Studies and 
Research. 

Of the four sessions held 
during the day, only two — on 
democracy and the media, held 
at the National Press Club — 
were open to reporters. The 
meetings • on human rights and 
co n gressional relations were 
held privately, in a congres- 
sional hearing room on Capitol 
Hfll. 

The panelists who discussed 
Islam and the Western media 
expressed alarm at what they 
described as the negative< 
stereotyping of Muslims and 
their culture. 

“There has been success in 
identifying the Muslim as ‘the 
other,?’ said. Dr. Yvonne Had- 
dad of Amherst University. 

She cited coverage of the 
World Trade Centre bombing 
in New York as particularly 


troubling, noting that the de- 
fendants in that case are reg- 
ularly identified as Muslims — 
as if their religion were re- 
levant to tiie charges brought 
against them. • ' . _ 

Another panelist. Dr. Mah- 
er Hathout, agreed that much 
U,S. press coverage offers a 
negative view of Islam, but 
stressed that it is up to Muslims 
to turn that perception around. 
“Most of the blame goes to ns 
— not to the press,” he said.. 

Dr. Hathout, ' chairman - of 
the Islamic Centre of Southern 
California, said Muslims “need 
to look reality in the eye.” The 
U.S. media are neither mono- 
lithic nor controlled by particu- 
lar interests, and are “mostly 
right” about issues such as 
human rights abuses in tbe 
Muslim World, he said. 

Dr. Hathout suggested that 


American Muslims combine 
honest self-criticism with a 
greater willingness to share 
their culture and beliefs with 
_ their fellow citizens. 

Otherwise, they risk, margi- 
nalisation, “and the United 
States will be deprived of the 
contributions of a great reli- 
gion and culture ...at a time 
when America needs that bad- 
ly,” he said. 

Greg Noakes, of the 
Washington Report on Middle 
East Affairs, noted that most 
Americans admit to knowing 
very little about Islam, and 
that Muslims should be willing 
to fill that gap with accurate 
information. “It is tbe climate 
of ignorance that makes 
stereotypes possible,” be said. 

During the session on demo- 
cracy and pluralism in Islamic 
societies, Mr. Esposito sug- 


gested that American Muslims 
are encountering problems 
faced by all minority groups in 
the United States at one point 
or another. The country is still 
struggling with tbe idea “that 
_ Muslims are us,” be said. 

But Mr. Esposito also stres- 
sed that open-mindedness is in 
short supply all over the world. 
Just as many Americans have 
swallowed simplistic ideas ab- 
out Islam, many residents of 
the Muslim World have a simi- 
larly negative and one- 
dimensional view of Amer- 
icans. _ 

“There is a clash of fun- 
damentalist world views” that 
needs to be softened, he said. 

For his part, Dr. Iyjaz Gflani, 
senior adviser to former Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif of 
Pakistan, sees real opportuni- 
ties for cooperation between 


the Western and Islamic 
worlds. 

Dr. Gilani credited tbe West . 
for its unprecedented material 
wetbeag and for having 
evolved stable democratic pro- 
cedures and institutions. He 
suggested that the Islamic? 
World can — and should — 
learn from that example. On 
tire other hand. Dr. Guani said 
the West has failed to main t ain 
die institutions of family and 
community. 

The Islamic World, be said, 
needs to “look at the whole 
package” offered by the West 
“m a fresh and unbiased man - 
ner.” 

'“We Muslims accept West- 
ern success” in the areas of 
democracy-building and de- 
velopment, Dr. Gflani said. In 
the social arena, however, “we 
are trying to succeed where the 
West has failed.” 


Baldh’s children attacked, nephew killed 

SANAA (AP) — Unidentified gunmen opened fire on a car m 
Aden carrying two sons of ^Vice-neRdentAfi Salem AI Bakfe, 
killing a nephew who was chiving; police sources said Friday. 
Hte two sons, whose names and ageswere not known, escaped 
unbanned in the Thursday nigfrtattacfc, said the sources, wba 
spoke on condition of anon y mity. The gunmen opened .fire- 
from two speeding cars and escaped, the so urce s added. Mr. 
Baidh, who leads tbe Yemen Socialist Fatty (YSP) that rated 
Aden before its merger w it h North Yemen three years ago, a 
embroiled in a' dispute with his' partners in a coafitfoa 
government that came to power after Anil’s multi-party 
elections. The coalition partners are the General People's 
Congress, winch ruled in the North and is ledby President Ati 
Abdullah Saleh, and the Muslim fiindamentalists of Al istah 
party. He refused earlier tins month to come to Sanaa to be 
sworn in as vice-presdent by the elected 301-me mbe r parEa- 
ment- ' “ - ■ - \ , 

U.N. sends food to south Sudan by tndn 

NAIROBI (AFP) — The United Nations’ food aid agency has 
sent 1,500 tonnes of food to famine-wracked southe rn S udan 
by train across the battle lines be t w een tbe Mamie north sad 
the axrimist and Christian south. The World Food Programme 
(WFP) said Friday that the food would- be distributed to about 
50,000 people in 15 southern- towns hit by Aonj gbyc ivfl war 
between north sooth, or factional fighting between rival 
southern groups. Hundreds of thousa nds of p eople in the vast, 
undeveloped south are at risk of starvation. WFP said it 
provides food-aid for about 900,000 people. 

Holst to head Palestinian aid talks 

OSLO (AFP) — Norwegian Fbreign Munster Johan Joergen 
Holst will bead international negotiations in Paris next week 
an the allocation of $2.05 ration in aid to the featre 
a utonomous Palestinian regions of Gaz a and Jericho. Mr. L 
Holst was asked to head tire meeting cm Nov. 5 following his 
crucial role in the secret Middle East peace talks which bat; 
month resulted in Israeli and Palestinian officials signing a . 
historic deal on Palestinian self-rule in the occupied territories. 
The $2.05 trillion are expected to be poured mto dm region 
over die next five years. 

Russia to display combat aircraft in Dubai 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia plans to display fighter planes, - 
military helicopters and the world’s largest 'cargo plane at the ‘ 
Dubai air show to be held Nov. 7-11, Itar-Tass reported 

tbe^wnmonweato^^iKtepenttent States have leased five 
pavilions from die fur’s organisers to exhibit its military 
aircra ft. These include MiG-29 and SU-27 fighter planes, . 
MI-26, KA-32 and KA-50mi2ftary helicopters and tbe AN-125 
cargo plane which Russia claims is the largest in the world. 

A theatre of operational errors in Egypt 

CAIRO (R) — A towel left in a patient's abdomen after an 
operation and a twin left unnoticed in the mother’s womb are 
just ' two of the cases an Egyptian newspaper cited in 
complaining of careless doctors. “Sometimes death cranes at 
the handsel die doctor,” wrote die English-language Egyptian 
Gazette oz? Friday. It said a gynaecologist operating on a 
woman with a difficult pregnancy was surprised when she died , 
moments after delivexy. Unknown to him she had been 
carrying twins and die second baby was -left in the womb. In 
other incidents: A doctor performed a hysterectomy but left a 
towd in die patient’s abdomen, a surgeon paralysed a patient 
by removing, the wrong vertebrae in back surgery; a woman 
went bKnd after a cataract operation and a man died when the , 
doctor injected his muscle instead of his vein. The Gazetted*! 
hot say when' or where these incidents were recorded. No 
competent medical' authority was available far comment. 

Saddam frees Filipino prisoner 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — President Saddam Hussein has freed a 


sentence, following an appeal from Philippine President Fidel 
Ramos to President Saddam delivered by a parliamentary 
delegation from Manila. Mr. Factoran was in good health and 
due to leave Iraq by Sunday, they said. He was the fifth 
foreign prisoner to be freed in tbe last month. A Moroccan 
was released on Oct. 2 and three Swedes on Sept. 22. All of 
them had been jailed for illegal entry from Iraq's -disputed 
border with Kuwait. At least six other foreigners are still in 
prison on the same charge. 

Police seek bodies of 2 foreigners in Cyprus 

NICOSIA (AP) — Police used bulldozers Friday to search for 
the bodies of two women, a Swede and a Russian, believed 
murdered and buried in a rity rubbish dump. The search began 
after an alleged Cypriot gangland kingpin arrested for attemp- 
ted murder told a court Thursday that be knew where the two 
women were buried. Both women have been missing an«» 
June. Christina Margerita CoQstantmides, 27, a Sweetish 
woman married to a Cypriot disco owner, disappeared from 
her home in foe AyiaNapa tourist resort in south Cyprus on 
June 7. Russian cabaret dancer Lisna Deana, who to 
work at a nightclub in the port city of Laxnaca, has also, been 
missing since early June. The case has drawn a lot of media 
attention- on this holiday island where violent crime is rare. 
Antonis Kitas, a reputed Cypriot mob boiss known locally by 
tbe nickname Al Capone, told a court a man had pot out a 
10,000 pound ($20,000) contract for Christina’s murder. He 
subsequently told reporters that he and another man, who he 
daims killed Mrs. Constantinides, took the body to tbe 
Nicosia city rubbish dump at Kotsiatis and buried it. He abb’ 
claimed be knew where the body of the Russian dancer was 
buried. Kitas appeared in court following his arrest earber in 
the week on a charge of attempted murder during the armed 
holdup of a jeweOerv shop. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

TcL 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

17-JO PifEtHcreulc 

17^41 L*£colc Dcs Fans 

18J0 .. 


19:15 .. 
19J9 - 
20*0 .. 

28 JO .. 




2240 .. 

M-M 



PRAYER TIMES 

04:28 „ 

05:46 ., 




ife53 . 


18:11 . 



CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Chan* Swdlleh, 

Td. 810740 

Assemblies of Gad Charch, Tel. 
63278S. 

St- Joseph Own* Td. 624590. 
Church of die Amnadaitai Td. 
637440: 

D e la Salle Omni Td. 6617S7 


T ai— di Chardi Tel: 622366 
Ctnrcfc of (he A nnunci ation Tel. 
623541. 

Angfcan Chart* Tel. 630851, TcL 
628543. 

Arneolu Catholic Chardi, TcL- 
771331. 

Amtenian Orthodox Charch Td. 

775261. 

St. Ephraim Chanh TcL 771751. 
Amman laternttood Charch Td. 

652526. 

Evangelical Lathenw Church Td: 

824328. 

German -MeaHng Evaocdfcal Con- 
gregatfan TcL 684195 
The Chart* of Jen* Chritf oT Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 654932 

Church of Nairn « Tel-675691. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by tbe Department o/ 
m Meteorology 

Pwtly doudy weather conditions will 
prevail with a dunce of scattered 
showers, and winds will be north- 
easterly moderate. In Aqaba, it wffl be 
dusty and partly doudy with a chance 
of showers; and winds win bo northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Amman 

Aqaba 


MiqJMax. temp. 

13/25 

20/33 


Dcscm 10 / 27 

Jordan Valley 18/32 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 26. Aqaba 35, Humidity reading 
Amman 29 per cent, Aqaba 20 per 
cent. - 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Or. Hixhana Kan'an 790276 

Dr. Mustafa HaizaUah 826024 

Dr.Sa-KJAH W828S 

Dr. Arafat MAshhab 602507 

Fimsphannacy 6619 12 

Ffirdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascraa pharmacy 637055 

Naittnifcb pharmacy 623672 

AlSalam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shracsani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


ABID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu .. 
AlQnds Pharmacy. 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Arab Hamdaa 987725 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 


FoodContrOl Centre 637111 

GvO Defence Department 661111 

Gv3 Defence Immediate 

Rescue. 630341 

Ovfl Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Fbtks 192.621111,637777 

Fite Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PabBcScothy Dep ar tment 630321 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipal tty 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) ...... 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Centra] Amman Telephone » 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television .. — .: 773111 

Radio Iordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

lUFBgbt Information 08-53200 


Qocea Aha Ind. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hosscin Medical Centre 813813/32 

KhaHdi Maternity, J.Amn... 644281/6 
AkHeh Maternity, J. Amo.... 642441/2 

Jabd Amman Maternity 642362 

Mdhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmtiunl 664171/4 

Shmrisani Hospital — 669131 


AI-AhlL Abdali 664164/6 

Itafian, ALMuhajrccn 777101/3 

Al-BaSfair, J. Asfarafich 7751 1 1/26 

Army.Marka 89161 1/15 

OocenAHa Hospital 602240/50 

Antal Hospital 674135 

ZARQA: 

Zstrqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zara National Hospital .. 109)900560 

Dm Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AlHikm Modem Hospital — (09)990990 

IRUfe 

Princess Baama Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Cathtfflc Hospital (02)272275 

IbnAINafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


rute THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information it supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Qocea Atia /ntmuMal 
Airport Td. (08)532005. where k 
should always bo verified. 
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’S' German minister concludes visit 
3 after meetings with top officials 


AMMAN (J-T.) — German 
Federal Minister of Education 
and Science Rainer. Ortleb Fri- 
day concluded a tbree-day visit 
to Jordan and left for home. 

Professor Ortleb Thursday 
met twtb Jordanian officials 
including Prime Minister 
■ Abdul' Salam Al Majali. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said that the prime 
minis ter and Professor Ortlcb 
expressed deep .satisfaction 
with the ‘sbrong relations be- 
tween -Germany and Jordan 
and stressed the two countries' 
determination to expand the 
scope df mutual cooperation in 


cultural and educational Helds. 

Petra said that- Dr. Majali 
reviewed with the German 
minister the latest develop- 
ments m the Middle East peace 
.process at a meeting attended 
by Kbaied Zonbi, Acting Minis- 
ter of Education and Higher 
Education. 

Professor Zonbi had earlier 
met Professor Ortleb and 
accompanied him on a visit to 
the German-financed Veterin- 
ary Vacrinces Centre where 
they were briefed by Mukhles 
Ammarin on the centre’s de- 
velopment and production. 

Professor Ortleb met with 


Najih Rasbdan, chairman of 
the constituent assembly of the 
Centre of Studies on Freedom 
and Democracy and Human 
Rights in the Arab World, and 
discussed the centre’s pro- 
jected plans. 

Also Thursday, Professor 
Ortleb met with Speaker of the 
Senate Ahmad A1 Lawzi who 
voiced Jordan’s appreciation of 
Germany's continued econo- 
mic and technical assistance to 
Jordan. 

Professor Ortleb toured Pet- 
ra and Aqaba Friday morning 
before his departure for Ger- 
many. 


; -- HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 

King congratulates Turkey Crisis management seminar to begin Monday 

AMMAN (Petra) His Majesty King Hussein AMMAN (Petra) — A three-day pan-Arab 
Friday sent a cable to Turkish President Sulci- seminar on crisis management, organised by the 
man Demand, congrat ulating him in his own Arab Organisation for Administrative De- 
name and on behalf of the Jordanian people velopmeat (AOAD), will be held here Mon- 
and government on Turkey's national day. King day, according AOAD Director General 
Hussein wished the Turkish President con- Ahmad Saqr Ash our. Participants will 
turned good' health and happiness and the the definition of crisis, its dimensions and 
Turkish people further progress and prosperity, methods of classifying crises. 



Musical artists from the six local bonds sche- 
duled to perform tonight (Saturday) at the 


Tuning up for tonight’s 
pop music festival 


By Jeau-Ctaude Elias 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Los Morenos, the 
Dead Sea Fishing Club, Facul- 
ty X Black Onyx and the 
Floyds wiH rock the Palace of 
Culture tonight (Saturday) 
with an impressive sound and 
hit songs by Pint Floyd, D£re 
Straits, Pfau Coffins, Santana, . 
U2, Eric Clapton, the Gipsy 
Kings and Brade Springsteen, 
among others.. 

. The organisers, the National 
Music Conservatory — Noor 
A1 Hussein Foundation and 
the conceit’s .coordinator, Jes- 
se Juma, wp presenting the 
event ralhera a pop festival, 
with the pamripatton of sever- 
al local bands — Jordanians 
and other Arab nationals living 
in Jordan.^ 1 / • 

The Jordan Times spoke to 
the musicians during their re- 
hearsal on Friday. All of them 


are thrilled at the idea of shar- 
ing the music they love with 
tile audience. 

Most of them spoke against 
computerised, sequenced 
marie saying that live perform- 
ance, even with its.fochm.Qal 
.flaws, is preferable to perfectly 
reoorderf but lifeless. jnosiV • 
-Los Morenos have . an. ob^. 
vious weakness for the Latin * 
flavour and will play songs by 
the Gipsy Kings. 

The Floyds are more 
oriented towards instrumentals 
and will present rock and jazz 
numbers, as well as some of 
their own compositions. 

Faculty X will also play their 
own works along with pieces 
by Chide Corea. 

The Dead Sea Fishing Chib, 
a Jordanian group with a good 
sense of humour, has already 
• recorded some songs that were 
broadcast on Radio Jordan FM 
station. They will play rock 


V V 


☆ Bani Hamfda Eafl exhibi- 
tion: "Autumn Leaves” 
at the Jordan Contractors 
Association Building 
(near the American 
Embassy in- Abdoun) 
10:00 a.m.-9dKk p.m. 

* Exhibition of ceramics and 
coloured gfess by artists 
Kfcalid Mahafzab and 
Basel Tarawneh at the 
Royal ' Guttural Centre. 

-fr Jerasb gems by Paula 
WBHaais-Brown and por- 
traits % Ahmad faiurfl at 
the GaSery Hotel Jordan 
Inter-Continental (8:00 
ajn. - 7 pjoL daily except 
Friday). 

* Art aMMflca by Iraqi 
artist Mukhallad A1 
Mukhtar entitled “Col* 
oars on Stack Paper” at 
La Casa- Exhibition HaD 
fSthCWfc). . 

* Art eddbUon by artists 
Mahmoud Taha and Sal- 
man Abbas at Ab'aad Art 
GaBeiy.^ 

* RrMbMoa of etchings by 
Mcfensad Omar KbaiH 
at Bam A1 Funun of the 
Abdul Hamid Sfaontan 
Foundation, in Jabal 
LoweBiddL Also showing 
Uw pemanent exhibition. 
Telephone 643251/2. 


Lecture by Latfi Wakrd, 
chief of the board of 
ftttta* of the Egyptian 
newspaper Al Abafl, enti- 
ty ^DerdtapuMst of the 
Egyptian Peopfc*s Aware- 
ness of- the Arab Identi- 
ty” at Abdd Hamid Sho- 
Btt.faniMoB at 6:00 
• . pjm 
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Jordan studies proposals on monetary, 
trade involvement with occupied lands 


Palace of Cnttnre in Amman (Photo by Jean- 
Clande Efias) 


and rhythm and blues music. 

Black Onyx likes to play 
standards like Eric Clapton’s 
“You Are Wonderful 
Tonight-” 

As appealing as the prog- 
ramme sounds, one still wishes 
that local bands were able to. 
findtheir own musical identity 
and 'perform' mbre^ brigibal 
riifisicW '--.rzr.r . 

In spite of previous honour- 
able attempts by Jordanian 
groups and artists like Mirage, 
Hot Ice or Qasem Sabounshi , 
no specific, clearly characte- 
rised local style has emerged. 

Tonight's event however is a 
landmark that will hopefully be 
followed by many other similar 
ones. • 

With Radio Jordan’s be- 
loved DJs Muhannad al- 
Jazireh and Rama Kassfeieh as 
hosts, the pop festival promises 
to defight music lovers from all 
age groups 


Jawad AJ Annul 

Peace 
requires 
specific 
steps for 
progress 
— Anani 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of State for Prune Ministry 
Affairs Jawad Al Anani said 
that the peace process bas pre- 
sented the Arabs with a new 
challenge of deciding on their 
options, and one which re- 
quires them to take specific 
steps towards ensuring prog- 
ress, because if they fail to plan 
for themselves, others will 
shape the Arab future, and at 
Arab expense. 

In an open debate on 
alternatives to peace organised 
by the Association of Arab 
University graduates in Am- 
man Thursday, Dr. Anani said 
that so far the Arabs have been 
talking about peace, express- 
ing their aspirations and hopes, 
but without any idea of trans- 
lating peace into practical and 
clear steps or administrative 
programmes, said the minister. 

The peace process, he said, 
has now opened the way for 
the Arabs to discuss the future 
and to contemplate its be- 
nefits, said Dr. Anani. 

The Arabs are faced with die 
question of bow to be part of 
the Middle East as a whole, in 
order to lay the foundation of a 
new Arab order that would 
ensure a better future, he said. 

They are faced with answer- 
irig-whether they are willing to 
reacfaTa formula wMun.the new 
vforf3 : drfler^ whereby they can 
have their say, or remain iso-' 
lated and thus escape present 
and future challenges. Dr. 
Anani said. 

Dr. Anani called on every 
Arab country to realise that 
the policy of isolation 
threatens regimes rather than 
protect them. 

He also urged the Jordanian 
private sector to conduct stu- 
dies and formulate its own 
concept of future economic 
cooperation between Jordan 
jand the countries of the Middle 
East. 


By P.V. Vfrekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The government 
is studying a set of proposals 
leading to agreements related 
to the modalities of Jordanian 
involvement in the monetary 
affairs of and trade with the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, informed sources said 
Friday. 

The proposals, tabled during 
a meeting of a Jordanian- 
Palestmian committee on eco- 
nomic cooperation last week, 
are expected to be presented to 
the Council of Ministers for 
approval and amendment if 
necessary before they are 
formulated as what would be 
the first official agreements on 
economic and monetary ties 
between the two banks of the 
Jordan River following the his- 
toric Israel-Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
accord signed on Sept. 13. 

The agreements are ex- 
pected to cover the mechanism 
for Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) control of monetary and 
banking affairs of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip during 
the five-year Palestinian auton- 
omy envisaged under the Sept. 
13 accord, said the sources, 
who preferred anonymity. 

According to the sources, 
the Palestinians, who lack any 
monetary authority in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, are seek- 
ing CBJ supervision of com- 
mercial banks — as and when 
they reopen — and the con- 


tinued use of the Jordanian 
dinar in the occupied territor- 
ies. 

His Majesty King Hussein, 
who has thrown Jordan’s full 
weight behind the Israel-PLO 
accord, has pledged total 
Jordanian cooperation and 
support for the Palestinians in 
implementation of the agree- 
ment. 

Under a broad framework 
on rfOrdanian-Palestinian eco- 
nomic cooperation worked out 
last month, the Palestinians 
will set up a token monetary 
authority for the occupied ter- 
ritories to work closely in coor- 
dination with the CBJ through 
a representative status in the 
CBTs board of directors. 

Among the proposals tabled 
last week, the sources said, was 
also a framework related to 
Jorti_mao-PaIestinian trade 
and the flow of merchandise 
across the bridges on the Jor- 
dan' River. 

By mutual agreement, both 
sides are declining detailed 
commnent on the proposals 
raised, saying it was premature 
to discuss in the open until 
Jordanian and Palestinian deci- 
sion makers formally approve 
them. 

Furthermore, officials from 
both rides also point ont it 
could defeat die purpose to 
reveal details of the proposals 
and agreements since Israel 
has not dearly staled its inten- 
tions vis-a-vis its choking grip 
on the economy of the occu- 
pied territories. 


Zarqa basin development 
should extend life of King 
Talal Dam for 50 years 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
■ongoing development of the 
Zarqa River Basin is primarily 
aimed at extending the life of 
the King Talal Dam for at least 
another 50 years, according to 
Agricultural Minister Marwan 
Kama! Friday. 

He said that the JD18 mil- 
lion project, which is being 
financed by several Arab and 
foreign financial institutions 
and governments, was ex- 
pected to be completed by the ■ 
end of 1995. 

By then, the minister said, a ‘ 
total of 822,000 dunums in the 
basin region will have been 
developed, and soil would 
have been prevented from 
flowing into the river and car- 
ried along to the King Talal 
.Dam. 

According to the Ministry of 
Agriculture, the development 
of the basin entails planting 
forest trees and creating pas- 
ture lands to protect the near- 
by lands. 

The project also involves in- 
troducing measures to protect 
the banks of the river, include 
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ing land development and 
afforestation schemes. 

The ministry said that the 
project aims at safe land use, 
and en suring soil conservation 
Ministry experts said that 
the scheme was expected to 
help prevent soil erosion in the 
river basin, reduce silting in 
the King Talal Dam and im- 
prove farmers* Incomes on a 
sustainable basisi i 
The reservoir behind -tire 
King Talal Dam is . being used 
to imjgtfe lauds iu the jprdan 
Valley which produces most of 
the country’s crops. 

To encourage farmers to be- 
come more involved in the 
project, said Dr. Kamal, the 
ministry will grant subsidies of 
JD30 for . each dunum where 
soil maintenance works have 
been completed. 


They cite an annex in the 
Israel-PLO accord referring to 
Israeli-Palestinian economic 
cooperation as the best indica- 
tion yet that, despite com- 
ments from Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and 
others, the Jewish state wants 
to retain the occupied territor- 
ies as a monopoly market. 
Israel now sells about $1.5 
billion worth of goods to the 
Palestinians. 

■ As far back as mid-last year, 
Israel sought to impose cus- 
toms barriers and a ceiling on 
Jordanian expbrts to the occu- 
pied territories as part of any 
peace agreement. 

The proposal was im- 
mediately rejected by Jordan 
as well as the Palestinians, and 
it is not known yet whether 
Israel is dusting that idea or 
similar “protectionist” mea- 
sures to be presented at an 
expected meeting soon of PLO 
and Israeli officials on econo- 
mic cooperation. 

Jordan and Israel are nego- 
tiating an agreement on 
reopening of commercial 
banks in the occupied territor- 
ies, several banks which used 
to operate in the West Bank 
until Israel seized the territory 
in 1967 are poised to resume 
their operations as soon as the 
CBJ gives the green light* 

Officials have said that those 
banks which had pre-1967 
branches will be given priority 
in permissions for operations. 
Approval for applications from 
others will follow later they 
say. 

Similarly, the Palestinians 
are also seeking Jordanian per- 
mission for brandies in the 
Kingdom for Palestinian banks 
expected to spring up in the 
occupied territories. 

Palestinian economic plan- 
ners from the occupied terri- 
tories have said that economic 


independence from Israel was 
one of their priority objectives. 

They say that the best option 
for the Palestinians at this 
point in time is to interact with 
Jordan while keeping options 
for long-term objectives such 
as a Palestinian currency and 
independent monetary author- 
ities until such time the final 
status of the territories are 
negotiated with Israelis in the 
third year of self-rule. 

The Amman meetings were 
seen as a follow-up to a broad 
framework for West Bank- 
East Bank economic coopera- 
tion worked out last month 
when Ahmad Qnriea, head of 
Samed, the PLO’s investment 
arm, was in town. 

Minister of State for Prime 
Ministry Affairs Jawad Al 
Anani headed the Jordanian 
team to last week's talks, while 
Mohammad Zuhbi Nashashibi, 
head of the PLO’s Economic 
Planning Department, led the 
Palestinian side. 

CBJ Governor Mohammad 
Saeed Al Nabulsi and Moham- 
mad Saqqaf, adivsor to His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, were the other mem- 
bers in the Jordanian team, 
while Jawad Naji, a senior aide 
to Mr. Nashashibi, Palestinian 
ambassador to Jordan Al 
Tayyeb Al Abdul Rahim and 
his deputy Omar Khatib were 
on the Palestinian delegation. 

Finance Minister Sami Gam- 
moh said the government was 
satisfied that die groundwork 
has been laid for Jordanian- 
Palestiruan economic coopera- 
tion after the uncertainties 
raised in the immediate wake 
of the Israel-PLO accord. 

“What we are discussing 
now are definite agreements,” 
Mr. Gammoh told the Jordan 
Times. He declined to elabo- 
rate, saying formal announce- 
ments would be made later. 


BASS1RA 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Bassira members & guests please note: This 
afternoon's meeting will feature candidate 

Toajan Faisal .. 

r- as-Q ue$t- speaker The location ofitbe meeting 
will be: 

The Regency Palace Hotel 
(Petra Ballroom) 
at 4:00 p.m. 

The meeting will be conducted in English 




October 31 s’tic elec rote with us 
in Amman Marriott Night Club 

a 

Halloween night 
rrdm 9:00 pm' - 2;C0 a rn 
Let your imagination go wilcLby creating your own 
costume, who knows you can even win a prize. 

1 

tnjoy our tXiff.ai dinner created tor this occasion. 




For 


AMMAN 

Harriott 

hotel 

uwerien and reservation 
Tel: 607607 . 
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Weight on right scale 


i WITH THE problems dividing the Israeli and 
Palestinian negotiators multiplying and com- 
pounding with each passing day, toe euphoria 
with which toe Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO)-Israel accord was first received is 
fast dissipating. On the list of thorny issues that 
await solutions are the extent of Israeli with- 
drawal from Jericho, toe nature of the rede- 
ployment of Israeli troops in the occupied 
territories and control of border crossings 
between Jordan and the West Bank. 

In effect, the glitter of the Isradi-Palestinian 
deal is fast giving way to frustration with toe 
difficulties of negotiating intricate details of toe 
accord in Taba and Cairo. These developments 
are accompanied by stalemate in the Israeli- 
Syrian track where negotiations are being put 
on hold until real practical steps have been 
taken to implement even toe most modest terms 
of the PLO- Israel agreement. 

Meanwhile Jordan, faithful to its commit- 
ment to comprehensive peace in the region, is 
awaiting progress on other tracks of the peace 
process before it moves forward with its own 
negotiations with Israel. 

The problems facing the Israelis and Palesti- 
nians in their efforts to implement the term.; of 
their agreement were only expected due to the 
complexity of the issues at hand. 

Another factor that contributed to the slow 
pace of the talks over implementing the accord 
is that it was concluded without agreeing on 
important details in order to deliver an early 
pronouncement on a much awaited break- 
through. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin has 
been making loud noises lately that he needs 
more time than was originally envisaged to put 
the agreement into effect. Mr. Rabin’s dear 
reluctance to move fast towards implementing 
toe deal could be attributed to the challenge 
that Israeli opposition to the deal is posing for 
him. 

Mr. Rabin, and indeed the whole of Israel, 
however, will soon find themselves facing a 
greater challenge than that represented by toe 
Israeli opponents of the accord if they continue 
to delay its implementation. 

The erosion of support for the accord will 
bode ill for toe Palestinians, the Israelis and all 
peoples of toe region. This should not be 
allowed to happen. The Labour government in 
Israel should not jeopardise toe future of the 
area in order to appease rqectionists at home. 
Mr. Rabin knows more than others that those 
rejectionists will fight any deal conflicting with 
their ideology which rejects giving the Palesti- 
nians any of their internationally recognised 
rights. He also knows that toe accord and the 
peace process offer, to say toe least, the best 
opportunity for reaching peace in the region. 
He should have no difficulty deciding where to 
put his weight. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE ARABS do not expect from the United States to respect 
them and their religion, but what is urgently wanted is a little 
respect on the part of Washington for the international 
legitimacy with regard to the Arab-Israeli conflict, said Al Ra’i 
Arabic daily. What is urgently needed, it said, is for the 
superpower to implement U.N. resolutions and pave the way 
for peace and stability in our region. The Israelis would not 
have wasted so much time and stalled for two years through 
the futile negotiations with the Arabs had it not been assured 
of continued backing from the United States, said the paper. 
Israel is wasting time and dragging its feet in the peace 
process, s -pported by Washington which does not respect the 
rules of justice in our region, added the paper. What the Arabs 
demand is a full and immediate withdrawal of Israeli forces 
from all occupied Arab lands without any conditions so that 
the aspired peace can be achieved, continued the daily. 


AL DUSTOUR daily attacked those elements that stood 
behind the assassination of foreigners living in or visiting 
Egypt and Algeria, stressing that these actions run contrary 
and cause harm to the Islamic faith and Muslims around the 
world. These killings are being committed in the name of 
Islam by irresponsible groups and murderers and not by true 
Muslims whose religion calls for and advocates tolerance and 
peaceful co-existence, said the daily. These elements, said the 
daily, have been kidnapping and killing foreigners to make up 
for their failure to achieve their objectives, added the paper. 
Indeed, it said, these attacks are aimed at distorting Islam and 
the image of Muslims around the world and tend to fuel the 
hostile propaganda machine in the West against our nation. 
The paper said that these dimes can not be justified under any 
circt. itances and should be condemned by the Arabs and 
Musi, ms who are the very victim of these criminal actions. 



Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr . Musa K a Ba n l 


Negotiating an economic game of cards — working out a 
Jorda nian - Palestinian straight flush against Israeli aces 


THE RECENT Jordanian- Palestinian discussions on the 
shape of economic cooperation, with particular focus on the 
modalities of running the monetary affairs of the Palestinians 
during self-rule, have cleared some of the lingering doubts 
among many Jordanians and Palestinians on the course of 
their interaction. 

The overriding factor in any Jordaman-Palestinian discus- 
sions, whether regarding politics or economics, is the pledge 
given by His Majesty King Hussein that Jordan stands ready to 
offer whatever help it can to advance the Palestinian quest. 
And, as our Palestinian friends have revealed, the Jordanian 
officials involved in last week's meetings here displayed every 
understanding of the Palestinians' concerns against the back- 
drop of His Majesty’s pledge. 

No doubt, there are areas where political factors beyond its 
control may compel Jordan to adopt decisions that run 
contrary to its own economic interests, bat the deliberations so 
far of Jordanians and Palestinians appear to have gone will in 
trying to sort out what kind of formal links the East and West 
-banks of the River Jordan would have during the five-year 
Palestinian self-rule envisaged under the SepL 13 Israel-PLO 
agreement. 

For one thing, the Palestinian-tabled formal proposal that 
the Jordanian dinar continues to be in circulation and the 
Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) monitors and supervises all 
commercial banks — as and when they begin operations in the 
West Bank and Gaza — has quashed speculation that the first 
thing that the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
wanted to do during self-rule was to issue Palestinian pound as 
the currency in the territories and set up its own monetary 
authority. 

Not that there is anything wrong in the Palestinians wanting 
to send a strong signal of economic independence by issuing 
their own currency, and setting up own authorities. But the 
realities on the ground, or precisely the lack of a monetary 
base for the Palestinians, have to be taken into consideration, 
and the Palestinian decision to have the Jordanian dinar as 
their currency and have a supervisory role for the CBJ reflects 
pragmatic and realistic thinking on the part of Palestinian 
economic planners. 

At the same time, the proposed issuance of bonds in 
Palestinian pounds with a European currency unit-type base 
should go aftong way in serving the Palestinian quest to assert 


economic independence as well as helping raise funds locally 
and from rich Palestinians abroad to finance development 

projects. , 

No doubt, the Central Bank of Jordan will ha ve to play a 
strong role In the arrangement if only for the purpose of, 
instilling confidence among investors. 

Man y other issues were tabled during the two-day meeting; 
of the Jcndanian-Paiestmian economic committee last week. 

and most of them arc still too early to be discussed in the open; 

hence the tight veil of secrecy drawn on the deliberations, 
officials say. - i 


the Palestinians to decide whether they would like to exercise 
those options instead of Israel trying to push things down the. 
Palestinian throat. 


That is understandable for several reasons, foremost among 
them the realisation that Israel has not really indicated its 
intentions. Apart from a few comments here and there that 
Israelis should allow the Palestinians to take the lead in 
economic issues, there are few other indications that the 
occupying power would agree to relax its stranglehold on the 
Palestinian economy. If anything, the annex on economic 
cooperation in the Sept. 13 Declaration of Principles showed 
very dearly that Israel seeks continued economic dominance 
of the Palestinians. 

As such, it would be prudent on the part of the Palestinians' 
ami Jordanians not to show their hands until the Israelis put 
their cards on the table. Hopefully, the Israeli bottom fines 
could be discerned at a meeting soon of the Palestinian-Israeli 
committee on economic cooperation. 


But it is not enough in this context for the international 
community, particularly die United States, to repeatedly say 
that specifics should be left to the parties concerned to discuss 
and finalise. Such a position could apply only when the 
negotiations are between two independent entities exercising 
their free will and choice; which is definitely not the case here. 

Israel, as an occupying power, holds the upper hand in die 
negotiations and it has dozens of aces up its sleeve to deal, 
including subtle threats and intimidation as well as Its option to 
use political cards to serve its economic purposes. In such a 
situation, external intervention by parties like the U.S., which, 
regardless of disclaimers, does indeed wield enough dour with . 
the Israelis, is essential to dissuade them from pursuing the 
illogical objective of reaping rewards of aggression. 

Granted, there are areas where Israeli -Palestinian economic 
cooperation could be beneficial, a but then it should be left to 


, Gose Jordanian-Palestiman interaction is absolutely neces- 
sary to preempt such a course of events where the Palestinians 
may be left with no choke but to accept whatever Israel is 
willing to offerlhem. The success of such an interaction largely 
depends on imemationai tmderetanding and snroort, particu- 
larly from the U.S. (although it nugjht.be unlikely) and the 
European Community (very likely, given the traditionally 
cautious European approach to Israel). 

Some of us here argue that Jordan should adopt a. hands-off 
approach and respond to specific Palestinian requests on a 
case-by-case basis and let things take their own coarse — a 
situation much similar to a married daughter coming to her 
parents with requests of help . It will be a timely reminder here 
that it is not an Isradi-Palestinian marriage that we are 
* witnessing; it is a divorce with the ironic twist that it is the 
husband who is seeking alimony after decades of outright 
abuse following a shotgun wedding. 

I am not one of those who advocate a hands-off approach. 
And my reasons are simple: For one thing, there is only a very 
thin drawing line bet w een Jordanian and Palestinian economic 
interests; for another, any Israeli-dictated Palestinian decision 
is bound to have its repercussions on the. eastern side of the 
River Jordan; yet a third element is the fact that Palestinians 
and Jo rdanians stand to benefit collectively and individually 
through economic interaction from a solid support base of 
political understanding. 


What Jordan needs at this point in time is a dedicated group 
of technocrats and economists to put their beads together and 
come up with every scenario that Israel is likely to bring up, 
and have fitting answers. They should have no other preoc- 
cupation but to think of every possible angle and element that 
Israel would use to serve its objectives. It is not going to be an 
easy task to get something out of the Israelis. 

It would also be very timely to remember that historically 
Jews are some of the best business negotiators and the Arabs 
need to work intensely on upgrading their negotiatingskills. It 
is one thing to dedicate oneself to national priorities and 
economic interests, but ft is something else to achieve results 
that serve those priorities and interests in negotiations. 
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The subtler reasons 


for action in Somalia 


By Christopher Whalen 


LrKE THE slow economy and 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA), U.S. 
military intervention in Soma- 
lia was not Bill Clinton's idea. 
He inherited the situation from 
the Bush administration, which 
itself was unsure whether 
troops should be sent into that 
war-tom shell of a country. 


But even now, informed 
analysts say, the White House 
does not fully appreciate why it 
is in Somalia and the grave 
regional political consequences 
of a hasty withdrawal. 

What most Americans, in- 
cluding White House policy- 
makers, may not fully under- 
stand is that the situation in 
Somalia is being exacerbated 
by America's old enemy in the 
Middle East — Iran. 

Many observers accept that 
U.S. intervention in Somalia 
was spurred by George Bush's 
avowed “humanitarian con- 
cerns” or even a cynical 
{<• :mpt to prepare the Amer- 
public for eventual in- 
v.: . ~ment in Bosnia’s genocid- 
ai war. 


The United States is in 
Somalia for other reasons, too 
— the same geopolitical 
reasons that persuaded Mr. 
Bush to go to war against 
Saddam Hussein: to protect 
the increasingly isolated Saudi 
Arabian monarchy from the 
combined threat of Iranian 
military and political power 
and Islamic fundamentalism. 

This time, “humanitarian 
assistance” became the sole 
label for the latest interven- 
tion, an intervention that fol- 
lows a long tradition of Amer- 
ican defence for European in- 
terests. As Charles Callan Tan- 
sill wrote in his classic 1952 
book, “Back Door to War”: 
“The main objective in 
American foreign policy since 


1900 has been the preservation 
of the British empire.” 

One former Cabinet official 
in the Carter administration 
notes that the Bush administra- 
tion wanted to be seen “doing 
something” about Somalia. 
This official, a longtime stu- 
dent of the region, says con- 
tinued instability in eastern 
Somalia was viewed as a long- 
term threat to Saudi Arabia 
and the major interest of. 
America’s principal allies — 
namely Gulf oil. 

Since the British withdrawal 
from its naval base at Aden in 
1967, safeguarding against 
threats in the Horn of Africa 
has been left to the United 
States. Veteran Middle East- 
watchers say Iran today is 
"firmly entrenched” in war- 
ravaged Sudan and has estab- 
lished guerrilla training bases 
there directly across the Red 
' Sea- from Saudi Arabia. 

These bases in Sudan, 
according to State Department 
spokesman Michael McCuny, 
were used to train the sup- 
posedly “untrained militia” 
that badly wounded American 
Ranger forces. 

In actuality, warlord 
Mohammad Fairah Aideed’s 
men are a well-trained and 
motivated light-infantry force 
that operates with support 
from Iran and elsewhere. 

Given the resurgence of 
Iran’s regional military and 
political influence, it should 
surprise few Washington 
observers that the financial and 
logistical support for Aideed, 
who was trained in Soviet and 
Warsaw Pact war colleges, is 
coming in part from Tehran. 
U.S. officials concede several 
Somali factions receive support 
from Sudan, which in turn 
maintains links with Iran. 

During the Reagan and later 
Bush administrations, Iranian 
expansion was held in check by 
its long war with Iraq and other 


icss-obvious means, including 
a de-facto embargo on foreign 
loans and on aims shipments 
by most (but not all) major 
producers. 

Today, analysts believe Iran 
is fast rebuilding its military 
capability even as its covert ties 
I throughout the region grow 
faster. One former U.S. intelli- 
gence operative in the region 
told me Iran has purchased 
“several dozen” Russian-made 
nuclear artillery shells from 
former Soviet army units in 
Kazakhstan. 

“They don’t yet have the 
capability to deliver these 
weapons," he told me, “but 
they have them and they will 
very quickly figure out a way to 
use them.” 

The rising coercive power of 
Tehran — and the subordinate 
position of the OPEC cartel's 
largest oil producer — could be 
observed at the latest OPEC 
meeting last month at which 
Saudi Arabia agreed to limit 
production to 8 million barrels 
per day, while other members, 
including Iran and Kuwait, 
were effectively given in- 
creased quotas. 

Indeed, press reports say the 
OPEC accord was finalised 
only after “consultation” 
among Iran, Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait, elevating the second- 
tier Iranians to foil-partner 
status with OPEC’s two 
largest, long-term producers. 

Without a strong U.S. milit- 
ary and political presence in 
the Gulf to counter the obvious 
ambitions of Iran, Saudi Ara- 
bia's position at the OPEC 
bargaining table is weakened 
to the detriment of the in- 
terests of die industrialised na- 
tions and the long-term OPEC 
oil producers. 

Somalia presents Bill Clin- 
ton with the same political 
threat that Jimmy Carter faced 
in Iran unless he soon manages 
to extricate U.S. ground forces 


or — less probably — uses a 
more-realistic justification for 
their presence. In this regard, 
it is notable the Iranians and 
British are leaving the scene as 
U.S. military involvement 
grows. 

Comparisons between 
America’s role in Somalia in 
1993 and the American “ex- 
change” of responsibility with 
the French in Vietnam is more 
than coincidental, particularly 
given the ultimate lure exerted 
by oil. 


As in Vietnam, America is 
in the position of defending a 
weakling regime (Saudi Ara- 
bia) that cannot survive in its 
own increasingly dangerous 
neighbourhood . 

Yet fiscal realities and a 
shift in the American political 
mood point to a decline in U.S. 
willingness to send the children 
of Carolina farmers and Michi- 
gan factory workers to fight 
and die in places like Somalia 
for objectives their leaders 
cannot even define. 


As the United States with- 
draws militarily from Somalia, 
the Saudis may be forced to 
capitulate to further Iranian 
demands at the OPEC nego- 
tiating table and elsewhere, a 
development that can only ex- 
acerbate the kingdom's de- 
teriorating financial and poli- 
tical situation. 


For Washington,’ the long- 
term results of an eventual' 
disengagement from Somalia 
may suggest an unlikely irony 
doser to home. Ten years from 
now, we may all rue the fact that 
Bush and then Clinton foiled to 
push for redevelopment of 
new, secure energy sources in 
this hemisphere — particularly 
in Mexico through NAFTA — 
at a time when America's abil- 
ity and willingness to project 
military power in the Gulf was 
gradually declining — The 
Washington Post. 


Irrelevant Commonwealth 
makes little impact on 
world affairs 




By G.H. Jansen 


LIMASSOL, Cyprus — Politi- 
cally speaking, die 29th Com- 
monwealth Heads of States 
General Meeting (CHOGM) 
was a failure except for one, 
small, faint gleam of hope 
someway off-ui the future. 

Apart from dealing with the 
issues traditionally on 
CHOGM agendas, tins summit 
meeting was to face the world 
feeling the full Impact of the 
post-cold war situation, the 
collapse of the communist sys- 
tem and the failure of anything 
as neat and orderly as the new 
woiid order and the emerg- 
ence, instead, of a shambolic 
hegemony. 


While individual delegates 
expressed the need for the 
Commonwealth “to do some- 
thing'’, the CHOGM gave only 
the faintest hint that it might 
find an independent role for 
itself on the world scene diffe- 
rent from the limited, margin- 
al, parochial role it has played 
so for. If and when the Com- 
monwealth does that, it would 
have to do it at the expense of 
the U.N. (which in any case 
has become a sub-department 
of the U.S. State Department) 
which this week has opted out 
of its peacekeeping role. But 
the final communique of 
CHOGM, inexplicably, goes 
out of the way to praise the 
U.N. “now better placed than 
ever before to fulfil the role 
envjsaged by its founders," 
which is non-factual 
noncsensc. 


ate” with the U.S. He did go so 
far as to say, “There should be 
a Commonwealth role because 
it is best equipped to reach 
consensus which could be a 
better guarantee as a base of 
operations than a sole super- 
power”; somewhat of a cur- 
coinlociition but still positively 
daring for a dyed-in-the-wool 
secretarial] man like the chief. 
India is of the opinion that the 
chief is too pro-U.S., which 
could very well be true, and 
that does not angur well for the 
global humanitarian order. 

That idea seemed to come in 
direct response to the wish 
expressed by several delegates, 
notably the Canadian repre- 
sentative, that the Common- 
wealth should not stand still 
and silent and should move for 
the early establishment of “a 
mechanism for conflict resolu- 
tion”. Those words “conflict 
resolution” emerged as a main 
theme of the speeches while 
the PLO-Israel accords were 
taken as an example of how 
antagonists could get together 
to resolve long-standing con- 
flicts. 


m 


CHOGM’s small step for- 
ward came when it considered 
what is called “a global huma- 
nitarian order”. This is a pet 
project of the secretary gener- 
al, Chief Emeka Anyaoku, 
who, in a briefing on the day 
before the meeting began, said 
it would be its main theme and 
the final communique says that 
it was. Which in fact it was not, 
because when the delegates 
came to discuss it, they found 
that the secretary general’s 
idea was, as the Cypriot presi- 
dent put it, too wide and too 
vague. So it was shunted off to 
a high-level inter- 
governmental group which will 
report to the next CHOGM in 
New Zealand in two years’ 
time. 


In a private discussion of the 
global humanitarian order with 
the secretary general, it be- 
came dear, almost painfully 
so, that he himself bad not 
given rigorous analytical 
thought to his own proposal. 
The objective of such an order, 
he said, would be to “deal with 
conflicts before or when they 
happen”; the first step in the 
creation of such an order 
would be the achievement of a 
“dear consensus on what the 
criteria for international in- 
tervention would be.” 
Ominously for the prospect 
for an Independent Common- 
wealth role, perhaps through 
the new “order,” he said that 
the “order” would work within 
the U.N. and would “cooper- 


But, alas, when it came to 
CHOGM taking a stand on 
certain controversial issues, it 
was weak and wobbly. Thus, 
on Bosnia, which was often 
referred to, the final communi- 
que merely wished for it a just 
and lasting peace. 

On Cyprus, CHOGM mere- 
ly reiterated U.N. resolutions, 
called for the removal of Tur- 
kish troops and settlers, as per 
the resolutions, and conde- 
mned the negative attitude of 
the Turkish Cypriots to the 
talks. It could hardly have 
done less when meeting in 
Cyprus: this was certainly no 
“victory” for Cyprus. 
CHOGM efid not take up the 
suggestions made by President 
Mugabe, perhaps in a surge of 
emotion, that sanctions should 
be applied to Turkey (by the 
Commonwealth?) and that 
Commonwealth troops would, 
if necessary, supplement the 
U.N. force already on the is- 
land. Within 24 hours Mr. 
Mugabe ate his words on sanc- 
tions (under pressure? And if 
so, from whom?) ancf the 
troops idea sank 1 without a 
bubble. 

One reason why the Com- 
monwealth has not made its 
own distinctive mark on world 
affoijs is that the present gen- 
eration of Commonwealth 
leaders, excepting Mr. Mugabe 
and Dr. Mahatir Mohammad 
of Malaysia, does not have the 
intellectual capability or moral 
stature to launch a bold inter- 
national .initiative. Another is 
that Chief Anyaoku, although 
highly intelligent and thought- 
ful, ianot the innovative politi- 
cian needed to implement his 
own far-reaching proposals. 
Bnt having been given a 
second term of office he could 
perhaps turn out very dif- 
ferently and could lead the 
CommonweaWi to true inde- 
pendence. ■ .* r." ■.... i . 
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GoldStar Company Ltd. 
holds regional strategic 
conference in Amman 

Jordan ’s economic, political stability and 
strategic position make it ideal regional centre 

Manufacturing the first Jordanian car 

is our next target 
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GoldStar Company Ltd. of Sooth Korea, in cooperation 
with the Middle East Engineering and Electronics Industries 
Co. Ltd.. (GoldStar Jordan)- held the company’s regional 
strategic conference for Middle East brandies in Amman 
between Oct. 25 and 28,1993, in order to lay down a joint 
strategy for GoldStar and chart the company’s plans for 
1994. 

The conference was attended by a large number of 
officials from GoldStar branch offices and factories in the 
Middle East, Africa and Korea. 

Pk conference sought to stimulate GoldStar Jordan and 
promote its role as a regional centre acting for the mother 
company in Korea. It also studied a number of expansion 
projects aimed at ensuring further investments in Jordan 
and wpawiiog the industrial base for GoldStar Jordan. 

At the end of the meeting, Darwish Khalili and Sons 
Company (GoldStar Jordan) addressed a press conference 
at the Amman Marriott Hotel Wednesday in order to 
acquaint the public with the latest progress achieved by 
Jordanian and skill in electrical and electronical 

industries and to display Jordan’s capability to acquire and 
absorb advanced world experience. 


K.S. Shin, executive 
director for Middle East 
and Africa operations of 
GoldStar Company, 
addressed the media ex- 
pressing his delight at the 
occasion, noting that he had 
addressed the press in Am- 
man last April in the pre- 
sence of GoldStar board 
Chairman YONG IK ROW 
who was here to celebrate 
the first anniversary of 
GoldStar in Jordan and 
mark the 40th anniversary 
of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s assumption of his 
constitutional powers. 

“On his occasion, we will 
plan our work for our third 
year in Jordan, in coopera- 
tion with two other com- 
panies, with the purpose of 
promoting the electrical and 
electronic, industry in Jor- 
dan,” said Mr. Shin. 

“We have decided that 
one of tlie subjects to be 
tackled at the regional con- 
ference should be a qualita- 
tive leap for GoldStar in 
Jordan,’ 1 he added. 

He said: “GoldStar Jor- 


dan has a number of indus- 
tries and projects that rely 
on innovation which caters 
to the requirements of tbe 
daily life. The idea is based 
on the assumption that re- 
novating the value of the 
GoldStar industry should 
not be done by focusing on 
sales but rather by provid- 
ing the public with highly 
valuable products so that' 
Jordanian citizens get* 
accustomed with our pro 1 - 
ducts and our services. 1 ; 

“For this reason we are 
trying to achieve advanced 
efficiency in terms of plan- 
ning and designing and in 
terms of production and 
manufacturing, in addition 
to management and trans- 
port, advertising and after 
sales services. 

“It is for this reason that 
GoldStar delegations came 
to Amman, where they are 
meeting with Darwish Kha- 
lili Company (Middle East 
Engineering and Electro- 
nics Industries Co. Ltd.) 
and they are opening dis- 
cussions on various topics 
related to production.’ 


GoldStar, the man, the dream and the commitment 
■ • 

“When you have a dream, you have to go after it with 
all your heart and strength. Even if it takes you to the 
stars.’* 

In 1958, In-Hwoi Koo founded an electronics com- 
pany. He called his new company GoldStar. “Gold” 
because he wanted the foundation of his company to be 
bum on only tbe finest ingredients, tbe best minds and 
hands creating products of tbe highest quality. “Star” 
because he wanted to reach for the stars in Ms goals for 
his new company. 

Knowing he had to start at the bottom and work his 
way. up, be chose radios. His new electronics company 
coaid the necessary circuits and tubes, and his 
plastic factory, Lucky Plastics, could make the cases. Efis 

plan worked and tbe rest is history in tbe real sense of the 

word. It’s history because every major consumer electro- 
nic product in Korea was first produced by GoldStar. 
And by looking at GoldStar’s accomplishments, you can 
follow Korea’s development. 

These first also dearly show GoldStar’s dominance in 
the. electronics field in Korea. A do min a n ce that is 
gaming worldwide recognition. 


Strategy for 1994 

Mr. Shin said: “Jordan 
GoldStar has four practical 
objectives that are being 
.sought within our 1994 pro- 
jects: 

1 — A plan for local 
industrialisation and tech- 
nological advance. 

2 — Producing advanced 
types of refrigerators, 
among an assortment of 
other products. 

3 — Studying the pros- 
pect of opening a research 
and development centre 
aimed at attaining high effi- 
ciency and excellent man- 
agement. 

4 — Catering to the re- 
quirements of the new mar- 
kets and the consumers 
needs. 

“For these reasons, we 
plan to create a new power 
for GoldStar Jordan so that 
its, products would cater to 
the changes in the local 
Jordanian markets and mar- 
kets abroad and we will do 
our brat to boost our unique 
performance in presenting 
advanced industrial electro- 
nic and electrical products, 
to expand our employment 
power and satisfy' the con- 
sumers’ appetite:” 

“I believe that we will be 
the company number one in 
electronics, backed by His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and together 
with tbe Jordanian govern- 
ment and people.” 

“I hope that you, people 
of the press, will give con- 
stant backing to the Gold- 
Star Jordan for a better and 
more prosperous future.” 

Address by Mustafa Dar- 
wish Khalili, board chair- 
man of the Middle East 
Engineering and Electro- 
nics Industries Co. Ltd. 

“In light of the economic 
and political stability in Jor- 
dan, the board chairman of 
GoldStar Korea who visited 
Jordan twice so far and re- 
ceived from King Hussein 
the Jordanian Medal of In- 
dependence of the First 
Order, decided to hold the 
company’s Middle East re- 
gional strategic conference 
in Amman between Oct. 25 
and 28, 1993.” 

“The conference gave the 
go-ahead to the company to 
carry out GoldStar’s plans 
which call for exporting 
GoldStar Jordan products 
to a number of markets 
abroad. 

“The decision was taken 
also for the commencement 
of an intensive programme 
of training courses, to be 
held in Korea, benefiting 
all the technical and man- 
agerial staff employed by 


GoldStar Jordan and ac- 
quainting them with the 
mother company’s equip- 
ment and technology for the 
year 2000. 

“The Middle East Gold- 
Star plants have already 
started marketing a new 
product, gas-operated hea- 
ters, of three models. The 
company has also started 
marketing its new product 
Aetna anti-frost refrigerator 
of high quality specifica- 
tions. 

“The company has con- 
cluded deals for exporting 
numerous products to 
France, the Islamic repub- 
lics of the former Soviet 
Union, Tunisia, and Leba- 
non. The company will start 
establishing a new centre 
for research and develop- 
ment in electronics with foe 
assistance of foe mother 
company in Korea. This will 
be foe first centre of its kind 
in foe Middle East. 


chosen Darwish Khalili and 
Sons Company to represent 
us in Jordan because we 
found that their company 
has great ambitions for se- 
rious work and for develop- 
ing foe electronic industry 
in Jordan, and also because 
foe Jordanian people are 
well educated and diligent 
and seek to attain further 
advances,” said Mr. Shin. 

The Jordanian people, he 
said, “proved to be able to 
cope with and absorb mod- 
ern world technology and 
for this reason we have 
achieved rapid, unpre- 
cedented progress, thanks 
to foe genuine cooperation 
between Darwish Khalili 
Company and GoldStar 
Company, based on 
brotherly ties and backed 
by foe Jordanian govern- 
ment which is helping the 
advancement of industry 1 
and investments," he said. 


advanced industrial nations. 
This of course requires sup- 
port and encouragement 
from foe government, as 
was foe case in industrial 
countries like Japan, Korea 
and Taiwan. 

“Expansion of the elec- 
tronic industry should be 
vertical and not horizontal, 
and this can not happen 
without backing and direc- 
tion from foe state,” said 
Mr. Shin. 

Comparing foe Korean 
industry to those of Europe, 
the United States and 
Japan, Mr. Shin said: 
“These nations are ahead of 
os in industry, and yet Ko- 
rean industrial products 
have invaded European 
markets for years and we 
have overcome foe difficul- 
ties of competing with foe 
foreign products." 

Cutting down 
unemployment 

Mr. Mustafa Darwish A1 
Khalili, board chairman of 
GoldStar Jordan, outlined 
to foe press his company’s 
role in reducing foe rate of 
unemployment in the coun- 
try by pointing out that 
GoldStar Jordan employs 
500 workers, engineers, 
officials and technicians. 

“GoldStar has foe capa- 
bility of operating automa- 
tic production lines that 
would reduce foe number of 
workforce, yet we set up 
production lines that would 
absorb foe greatest number 
of workers so as to contri- 
bute to stemming foe unem- 
ployment in foe country," 
he said. 

Mr. Khalili said that 
GoldStar Jordan has been 



Answering the 
press 

Mr. Shin, Mr. Khalili and 
Mohammad Darwish Khali- 
li, vice chairman of foe 
board of GoldStar Jordan, 
answered a number of ques- 
tions addressed by joumal- 
.ists. 

In reply to a question to 
Mr. Shin, on foe reasons 
behind choosing Jordan as 
the site for a GoldStar re- 
gional centre for foe Middle 
East, he said that Jordan, 
despite its small population, 
has an important, strategic 
location in foe Middle East. 

“The Kingdom has a cen- 
tral geographical location 
and enjoys economic secur- 
ity and stability, thanks to 
King Hussein's wise lead- 
ership. 

“GoldStar company has 


Prospects for 

Jordanian 

industry 

Referring to foe pros- 
pects of developing Jorda- 
nian industry, bearing in 
mind that Korea, Taiwan 
and others have started with 
assembly industry before 
advancing towards foe pre- 
sent level, Mr. Shin said 
that electronics industries 
require accuracy, flexibility 
and diligence. 

“I can see that foe Jorda- 
nian manpower is trained, 
ambitious and highly edu- 
cated, and all this helps foe 
country’s future develop- 
ment and foe development 
of its industry into a fully- 
integrated national indus- 
try, catering to foe world 
standards and competing 
with foe industries of foe 


cooperating with foe A1 
Hussein Society for the Re- 
habilitation of foe Physical- 
ly Handicapped and creat- 
ing jobs for handicapped 
people, enabling them to 
make a decent living. 

On the role of GoldStar 
in developing Jordanian in- 
dustry, Mr. Khalili said: 
“We have regular program- 
mes which entail dispatch- 
ing Jordanian technicians 
and management officials 
on advanced training 
courses in Korea where 
they can inspect advanced 
x production methods and 
factory management. 

“We have been cooperat- 
ing with Jordanian universi- 
ties and experts and our 
Korean partners to develop 
a kind of television set with 
a built-in-decoder for satel- 
lite transmissions," added 
.Mr. Khalili. 

He said there is close 
cooperation between Gold- 
Star Jordan and GoldStar 


Korea in maintaining and 
ensuring the company’s 
high quality products. 

’To do this, we send sam- 
ples of our products to 
Korea periodically, for in- 
spection, and we arrange 
for regular visits by Korean 
experts to inspect our prog- 
ress in Jordan.” 

History of 
GoldStar Jordan 

Mr. Mohammad Darwish 
Khalili, vice chairman of 
foe GoldStar Company Jor- 
dan, referring to foe early 
days of foe company and its 
earlier production, said that 
foe company first assem- 
bled refrigerators of diffe- 
rent sizes responding to va- 
rious world specifications. 

“During King Hussein’s 
visit to GoldStar Com- 
pany’s wing at foe Jorda- 
nian Industrial fair, we 
promised foe King to set up 
a televirion plant to serve 
the Jordanian people’s 
needs and to reduce foe 
prices and to create jobs,” 
he said. 

“Later we started pro- 
ducing video 1 sets and fol- 
lowing foe King's second' 
visit, and in keeping with 
foe GoldStar board chair- 
man’s promise, we started 
developing refrigerators 
and we produced no-frost 
multi-flow for air distribu- 
tion and infra-red system, a 
system which operates safe- 
ly preserving foodstuff in 
good condition, in foe re- 
frigerator,” said Mr. Khali- 
li. 

“Later, we began produc- 
ing washing machines, 
which are now filling foe 
Jordanian markets and are 
successful due to their high 
quality," he said, adding 
that in the coming month, 
“we will embark on a 
second phase of television 
production which entails 
producing a new system 
with Arabic language prog- 
ramme.” 

With a view to offering 


better services, foe com- 
pany is now producing three 
models of gas heaters, each 
equipped with an oxygen 
combustion safety system as 
well as Fujika kerosene 
heaters, according to Mr. 
Khalili. 

He said: “We produce 
general products which ca- 
ter to the taste of all citizens 
and are of reasonable 
prices. These products have 
in fact become a life ne- 
cessity. We pledge to con- 
tinue working hard and 
diligently, remain loyal to 
King Hussein and Prince 
Hassan and to serve the 
Jordanian society and foe 
National economy.” 

According to Mr. Khalili, 
the GoldStar Company, 
Jordan started exporting re- 
frigerators in 1990, first to 
foe former Soviet Union 
where they won the first 
prize. 

Mr. Khalili said that 
GoldStar Company Jordan 
is now in the process of 
concluding deals with 
Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan 
and Lebanon for exporting 
products. 

He said: “We look for- 
ward to selling our products 
to Morocco, Tunisia, Sudan 
and Yemen.!! 

“In fulfillment of our 
promise to His Majesty 
King Hussein and the 
Jordanian government, 
which has provided us all 
kinds of support and protec- 
tion, we are proud to relay 
the good news to King Hus- 
sein and the Jordanian peo- 
ple that a serious study to 
manufacture the first Jorda- 
nian car has been carried 
out, with support from and 
under tbe concession of In- 
ternational Automobile 
Manufacturers. 

“The company will also 
provide all the require- 
ments needed for this pro- 
ject (including approx- 
imately 500 dunums of land. 
The project will employ 
some 1,500 workers during, 
its initial stages,” concluded 
Mr. Khalili. 


Why is GoldStar the right choice? 

So what makes GoldStar foe right choice for your 
electronic needs? We feel that it has to do with our 
trademark. “Technology with the human touch.” We 
are doing our utmost to develop new technologies and 
new products that wiD improve your life and better 
society. But we don’t stop there. We give that technology 
a human touch. By that we mean it is aesthetically 
a ttractive and it is easy to use. We want to help yon get 
more out of life. That is why GoldStar is so popular, and 
why we’ve not only survived the last 35 years, but 
excelled. It is hard to believe, bow Ear we have come. It 
certainly is rags to riches story-from the humble begin- 
nings of making simple radios to making almost every 
electronic product under tbe sun. Just imagine what 
we’ll be doing tomorrow! 











5 ScOitOitty 

NAFTA: Salmas warns of trading wars 


WASHINGTON (R) — Three 
weeks before Congress rules 
on the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA), 
the Clinton administration said 
Thursday it was locked in com- 
bat with lawmakers while Mex- 
ico warned that the alternative 
to open markets might be trade 
wars. 

As tensions mount ahead of 
a too-close-to-caJI House vote, 
players in the free-trade debate 
are stepping up the rhetoric, 
with both critics and propo- 
nents claiming the tide is turn- 
ing their way and outlining dire 
consequences should their 
agenda fail. 

Mexican President Carlos 


Salinas de Gortari said in an 
interview Friday that U.S. 
opponents of NAFTA should 
realise what the alternative 
was. 

“In the world of today, yot 
must enter globalisation... 
dosing markets means the pre- 
lude to trading wars and once 
the cold war is over, die worst 
outcome would be to have 
trading wars, which is the pre- 
lude to nastier wars,” he said. 

In a hard-hitting television 
interview, Mr. Salinas said the 
free-trade deal linking the Un- 
ited States with Mexico and 
Canada goes way beyond sheer 
economics and would define 
U.S. relations with Latin 


America for decades to come. 

"This is an opportunity that 
opens once in a generation,” 
Mr. Salinas told the Public 
Broadcasting System's talking 
with David Frost' show. 
“NAFTA is truly a statement 
in the way that the U.S. wants 
to relate to its neighbour to the 
south.” 

As for the internal U.S. 
fight, administration officials 
said Thursday they are en- 
gaged in round-the-clock pitch- 
ed battles with Congress over 
NAFTA but insisted the prop- 
osed trade deal with Mexico 
and Canada remains on track. 

The administration plans to 
introduce implementing leg- 


islation early next week and is 
meanwhile lobbying undecided 
lawmakers, twisting arms and 
cutting deals. 

NAFTA critics say they are 
within 10 solid votes of tolling 
the treaty in a vote in the 
House of Representatives set 
for Nov. 17, while the adminis- 
tration insists support is ever 
edging its way. 

“We have a really good feel- 
ing that we will gttt NAFTA 
passed. The momentum has 
shifted,” said Deputy U.S. 
Trade Representative Char- 
lene Barshefsky. “Our strategy 
is to get NAFTA approved — 
no IFS.” 

But what if Congress does in 


fact reject the treaty? 

“A failure to pass NAFTA is 
a slap in the face to Latin 
America... there are indica- 
tions of political backlash 
potential,” a senior adminis- 
tration official told reporters. 
“We’re down to hand-to-hand 
combat in terms of foe Hill.” 

What is more, he said, 
Europe or Japan will jump into 
the void and strike lucrative 
commercial contracts with 
Mexico. 

But another official con- 
ceded that all benefits of free 
trade aside: “The problem now 
in this hand-to-hand combat... 
is not the merits. It's how do 
we get around the opposition.” 
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J apan’s unemployment rate 
rises as economic slide continues 


TOKYO (AFP) — Unemploy- 
ment rose slightly in Japan in 
September to reach 2.6 per 
cent of the workforce, the gov- 
ernment announced in what 
was seen as another sign of the 
country's deteriorating econo- 
mic activity. 

The jobless rate had re- 
mained stable at 2.5 per cent 
for four months. 

It is the highest level since 
August 1988 and worries both 
public and the authorities 
although the rate remains far 
below those of other industrial- 
ised countries, including the 
United States at 6.7 per cent. 


U.S. dollar likely to strengthen against European currencies 


This report is submitted by Naser Nabukri, private client 
group, Merrill Lynch- Dubai 

Overview 

Fundamental view: The Bundesbank’s surprise discount 
rate cut and firm economic data from the U.S. have lifted the 
dollar against European currencies. The dollar should con- 
tinue to strengthen against European currencies in coming 
quarters as interest rates in Europe decline further. The U.S. 
and Japan both appear content to let the dollar remain 
indefinitely in the 100-to-110 range of recent months. But 
upward pressure on the yen is likely to reemerge next year 
even if Japan's current account surplus narrows somewhat. We 
continue to look for the dollar to rise to DM 1.85 while falling 
to yen 95 over the next 12 months. 

Technical view: The U.S. dollar index recorded another 
solid gain last week. Indeed, the 2. 1 per cent advance was the 
seventh consecutive weekly gain. Over that span, the index 
has averaged a week over week net in excess of 1.5 per cent. 
As has been the case, the major negative for the dollar is 
medium term momentum. We have pointed to November as a 
likely time for vhis indicator to bottom, and until it does, we 
are inclined to be a bit cautious. Nonetheless, short term 
momentum is positive and dollar sentiment toward the 
European currencies is viewed as constructive. With this in 
mind, a rally-test sequence is still possible, but the penetration 
of 94.00 implies that any upcoming weakness is more likely to 
be a reasonably well-contained reaction rather than a full- 
blown test. If so, then the 90.29 September low — and possibly 
even the 91.21 October low — may not need to come under 
serious pressure. With the upside penetration of 94.00, next 
resistance is likely the 1993 highs at 95.50-96.00. 

Japanese yen 

Fundamental view: The dollar has continued to strengthen 
against the yen in recent days, rising to the yen 106.6 level as 
evidence of persistent weakness in Japan's economy contrasts 
with prospects for U.S. growth of better than 4 per cent in the 
current quarter. A decline in Japanese short-term interest 
rates and bond yields in recent weeks may also be prompting 
foreign investors to hedge their yen positions. One year 
Euroyen rates have fallen to 2.31 per cent in recent days, or 
120 basis points lower than comparable U.S. rates, so foreign 
investors can profitably hedge yen positions. Recent Japanese 
economic data continue to point to a “double-dip” recession, . 
with industrial production in August down to a revised 1.2 per 
cent compared to an initially reported decline of 0.7 per cent 
With year-to-year money growth in September remaining 
anemic at 2.1 per cent, further monetary easing next year 
looks increasingly likely. Although Japan's global trade 
surplus appears to have peaked in July, its surplus against the 
•U.S. has risen in recent months. We would not be surprised to 
see the U.S. seek further yen appreciation next year if Japan’s 
external surplus remains high against the backdrop of a- 
sluggish economy. We maintain our 6-and 12-month forecasts 
for the yen/USD rate of 100 and 95 respectively. Over the next 
twelve months, we look for the yen to trade in a broad range of 
9G-to-110 against the dollar. 

Technical view: The Japanese yen fell 0.9 per cent against 
the U.S. dollar last week and, in the process, reached a 
three-month low. Both short and medium term sentiment 
indicators remain at or near oversold readings. Short term 
momentum for the yen continues in a downward pattern, as do 
medium term oscillators. This suggests that the immediate', 
trend for the yen is down. 

Putting it all together, we are inclined to think that the 
currency still has the potential to move toward the 110-112 
area. Regardless of whether that level is achieved, upcoming 


weakness will be viewed m the context of a still intact long 
term uptrend. The August high near 100 should continue to 
provide both chart and psychological resistance for the 
currency. 

Dentschemark 

Fundamental view: The dollar has strengthened to near the 
DM 1.68 level in recent days in response to a surprise cut in 
the Bundesbank's key interest rates and indications of firm 
growth in the U.S. TJie Bundesbank cut its official discount 
rate by 50 basis points on Oct. 21 in a surprise move, but cut is 
repo rate by only 27 basis points to 6.4 per cent. 

We do not think the German move signals the beginning of 
a more aggressive phase of monetary earing, particularly since 
money growth remains above target while German inflation 
remained unacceptably high at 3.9 per cent in September. We 
continue to expect German 3-month interest rates to decline to 
4.5 per cent by this time next year from a current level of 6.3 
pier cent. With interest-rate differentials and growth differen- 
tials both likely to favour the dollar in the year ahead, we are 
maintaining our 12-month target of DM/U.S.S 1.85. We 
continue to look for the dollar to reach DM 1.80 and DM 1.85 
over the next six and 12 months respectively. 

Technical view: The Deutschemark dropped 3.6 per cent 
week-to-week versus the U.S. dollar, malting it the weakest of 
the six currencies we regularly monitor. Short term sentiment- 
towards the currency has been overbought (i.e., excessively 
bullish), while medium term sentiment is neutral as it 
continues to improve relative to its recent overbought read- 
ings. Short term momentum has a downward bias, while 
medium term oscillators are peaking. It is likely, therefore, 
that the next short term peak will also coincide with a medium 
term top. In this regard, a retest of the recent highs near 1.595 
DM/U.S.S is still possible before the currency would be 
properly positioned for a resumption of its multi-month 
downtrend. 

However, further weakness through support at 1.693 would 
probably rule out the test scenario and classify any nearby rally 
as merely a counter trend reaction within a newly resumed 
dominant downtrend. The mark/yen cross-rate has for the 
moment stabilised just above the benchmark 62-64 trading 
range and medium term momentum remains upwardly biased. 
However, short term oscillators are weak, and a more severe 
test of support is likely before the medium term strength can 
reassert itself. The 66.50 level has proven to be good resistance 
and a decisive rally back through that benchmark would do 
much to' sigrud further strength toward important chart 
resistance at 70-72. 

Pound sterling 

Fundamental view: The pound inched lower to 1.48 U.S.S /:, 
weighed down by declines in short-term U.K. interest rates. 
But the pound traded higher against the DM, near DM/: 2.48, 
due to speculation that recent German rate cuts may signal 
easier monetary policy ahead, ? d as doubts emerged over the 
government’s willingness to cut U.K. base rates. We continue 
to expect the pound to weaken further against the dollar but 
strengthen against the DM, driven largely by projected 
changes in short-term interest rate differentials. 

> We forecast a 45 basis point decline in three-month pound 
Eurorates over the next twelve months versus a 35 basis point 
rise in dollar rates and a 190 basis point fall in DM rates. Also 
underlying the pound's expected 12-month rise to DM/: 2.61 
are our above-consensus forecast of 1994 U.K. growth at 3.2 
per cent and our below-consensus projection of no German 
growth in 1994. Our 12-month forecast for the U.S.S/: rate is 
1.41. 

Technical view: Hie British pound lost 2.6 per cent against 


the U.S. dollar last week. As a result, the currency is at the 
lower end of the June-August 1.47-1.52 U.S.S/: and has 
effectively created a six-month long trading range between 
S1.59 and $1.46. Both short and medium term sentiment are 
neutral, having unproved from a recent overbought condition; 
nonetheless, farther work is necessary before sentiment 
becomes oversold. 

Despite recent weakness, medium term momentum read- 
ings still have an upward bias but are peaking. With this in 
mind, if SI. 46-SI. 47 is broken, the prospects for a retest of the 
recent highs will likely have been eliminated. This would 
necessitate a switch in focus from a possible test of important 
resistance at S1.585-S1.60 to a test of important long term 
support at S1.40-S1.42. 

Versus the DM, sterling has been able to maintain its 
medium term relative strength, although short term oscillators 
have weakened. This allows for a rally in the cross-rate (i.e,, 
relative sterling weakness) back to 2.50-2-53. However, with 
weak medium term momentum, any such rally wQl likely be 
short lived. 

Swiss franc 

Fundamental view: The Swiss franc remained steady against 
file DM at 0.88 SF/DM, but continued to weaken along with 
other European currencies versus the dollar, trading at 
SF/U.S.S 1.48. We continue to expect franc depreciation to 
SF/U.S.S 1.57 in 12 months, as Swiss interest rates decline 
further in a low growth environment. Our 12-month forecast 
for Swiss short-term interest rates is below the consensus; if we 
are correct, this “news” to the market would further weaken 
the franc. 

Our Swiss GDP outlook is not as bleak as our forecast for 
Germany, where we expect much larger cuts in short terra 
interest rates, leading us to project franc appreciation to 0.85. 
SF/DM m 12 months. 

Technical view: The Swiss franc lost 3.3 per cent versus the 
dollar during the week ended Oct. 22. Short term sentiment 
(put/call ratios) are overbought; while medium term sentiment 
surveys have improved recently, they are still no better than 
neutral. The rally to the September highs near 1.39 SF/U.S.S 
implies that the currency has basically been in an uptrend since 
March. However, with medium term momentum now nearing 
a peak, any meaningful retest has become less likely. A 
decline through file 1.487 would likely imply that -the rally 
pattern is complete and the more dominant (from September 
1992) downtrend was reasserting itself with objectives to (and 
. possibly through) 1.535-1.545. While 2:39 is benchmark ' 
resistance, attention will be paid to 1.445-1 .428 as apoteptially. *. 
important barrier. The DM cross-rate held above the .88 area ’ 
last week, providing further evidence that a bottom is 
building. Both short and medium term momentum are 
constructive, although the former is overbought. Support is 
.875-.87S. Nearby resistance is above .89. 

Canadian dollar 

Fundamental view: The Canadian dollar traded recently at 
CS/U.S.S 1.32, dose to six-year lows. The CS strengthened a 
bit before Monday’s election, possibly on the belief that 
economic constraints would leave any future government with 
little room for fiscal manoeuver. Markets may be moving 
toward our view of only minimal bottom line differences 
between liberals and conservatives in actual defidt reduction. 

We expect the CS to gradually take back losses incurred 
since Much as the market is reassured by Favourable news 
regarding the federal defidt and liberal policies in general. 
Offsetting this positive factor, however, is our view that short 
term rates will fall by 45 basis points in the near term, a 
development neither priced into the yield curve nor forecast 
'by the consensus. Our 12-month_ target is CS/U.S.S 1.24. 


Britain 10.3 per cent ■ and 
France 11 per cent. 

Manae Kubota, director- 
general of the Economic Plan- 
ning Agency and a member of 
the gov ernm ent, said it was 
• “extremely wonysorae that the 
unemployment rate is nearing 
three per cent.” 

“It has come ilo a consider- 
ably bad situation,” said Fi- 
nance Minister Hirohisa Fujii. 

Labour Minister Chikara 
Sakaguchi announced Friday 
he bad immediately set up a 
top-level working group from 
his administration to look into 
the problem, draw up a series 
of counter measures by mid- 
November, and draft a long- 
term policy by the end of the 
year. 

At the end of September, 
Japan ^ 1,720,000 jobless (a 
17 per cent rise in one year) 
out of a workforce of 64.93 
million. 

For the eighth successive 
month, job offers fell in 
September and the economy is 
only offering 69 jobs for every 
100 demands — the lowest 
level since July 1987. 

In March 1991 there were 
146 jobs available for every 100 
job seekers, but the situation 
was overturned in the autumn 
of last year. 

Hie contraction in Septem- 
ber covered all sectors of file 
economy, but notably industry 
where mere were only 30.1 


jobs available for every IflO 
demands. 

The Asahi Bank said in b 
recent report that almost two 
thirds of the unemployed were 
not counted in Japan. With Uic 
“hidden unemployment*', in 
companies, the real figure was 
around 6.5 per cent of the 
workforce, about 2.5 million 
people. 

Defenders of the ‘jobs for 
life' tradition in Japan, com- 
panies m fact do not lay off 
staff when "file market is slack 
and continue to pay those — - 
many of them aged 50 and over 
— for whom they have no 
work by cutting (heir salaries 
or moving them to a lower 
grade job in a subsidiary. 

The question befog , asked 
today — after three and a half 
years of economic slowdown 
and falling profits — is whether 
company reserves will be 
adequate to preserve the 
Japanese social model and pre- 
vent more sackings. 

At present many firms, in 
the midst of restructuring, 
have announced temporary 
lay-offs (Mazda, Nippon 
Steel), cut staff (Hitachi) or 
wages (Toyota, which scrap- 
ped its winter boms). 

New jobs and overtime 
horns are down and the state 
has stepped up loans in line 
with its policy of helping com- 
panies to preserve jobs. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY OCTOBER 30, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
The Full Mood in Taurus is 
•accompanied by Venus square 
Neptune and Uranus making it 
difficult for us to express our 
emotions and to become easily 
self-deceived. There are material 
and domestic difficulties. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
The various obligations you want 
to get in back of you require 
more than usual astuteness in 
bandline so approach them with 
tut and much forethought - 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
A fixed confrontation between 
you and a stubborn associate can 
produce only adverse results so 
make a point to postpone a 
meeting or be- tactful. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Think over your various tasks 
and do them in a very selfcoo- 
txolled and conscientious man- 
ner or you can have adverse 
events occur at job for sometime. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You have very definite 
views about just how you want to 
put a special aptitude with which 
you are endowed across but too 
• much 'opposition occurs today. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A 
regular battle royal can ensue at 
your residence if yotl rise to the 
bait of a family member who has 
a prejudice that irritates you very 
much. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) It is a day to be very 
careful in driving or in motion in 


anyway as accidents can be all 
about and avoid being sarcastic 
with any usual allies. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) You would be wise lo 
make no committments of a 
financial or practical nature today 
or tonight for later events could > 
cause you some unhappy loss. * 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) This is the day 
when you feel you will not be 
thwarted in gaining some desire 
which you would meet with con- 
siderable opposition if you make 
demands. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Think about 
what you can do to avoid fuswmr 
fuming and fretting over a Sr* .et 
condition for you can do little 
about it at the moment. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You would be wise 
to keep out of the way of a upset 
fond or acquaintance who is 
ahgiy and looking for a whipping 
boy upon whom to vent off 
steam. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to j 
February 19) Yon need today to 
be as wise as the serpent and as 
hannles, as the dove in any 
worldly or public matter, do no- 
thing that is unpatriotic. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You are pressured from with- 
in and without to get into some 
advanced activities but yon f 
would be unwise to commit your- ■ 
self, although studying such is ! 
good. 


THE BETTER HALF r 


By Harris 

HARRIS 'I 



“You and 1 have our anniversary 
coming soon, so Pm practicing 
my hugs!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
4 by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


ROHAB 


ISTOC 


MYSILF 


TANIED 


Print answer here: 



£ t 




Saturday's 


Jumbles: OUNCE 


THE BEST PART 
OF THE THEATER . 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 
STOUD MYSTIC 


Answer In a word, it means the same itiingl — 
SYNONYM 




I STAFF ZJ , ' =Tl 

etmtwcE cu * cp / 

^ SW^r EART-j 


' -Rm 


Andy Capp 


I KNOW YOU RE THEREFORE, I W0ULP 
THINKIN6 OF GRABBING SUGGEST YOU PUT THAT 
THIS BLANKET, AND THOUGHT IN THE DEEPEST 

DRAGGING ME ALL RECESS OF YOUR MIND.. 
OVER THE NEIGHBORHOOD 


Mutt'it’ Jeff 




( THE TROUBLE WITH 
> OUR wWKRIAGfi 
=7* IS THAT mS J 
f* ALL RKSHT UNTIL \ 

THE GIRLS AT VsR3RK ) 
TELL. HER WHAT’S < 
S WRONG WTtW IT/ 1 



DOGS' MINDS 
DON'T HAVE 
RECESSES' , 



^ ^MVGOOPMAM-M/BeeAUSE WHENI) ft ) 

<UM r— 1 =g =T f SSSfBf A* SCOPE TAKING t£ WHAT MAKES 'fwgNTTOGET MV \S 1 ( J 

J ( C5UZ3 '-^ 55 ? * Vtou think this 1 coffee, i left mv ((•W 

MERINGUE r-jii" ‘l .iSl-ffi/* H ^ tl 3*' US IS VOUR f) LEMON-MERlNGuF /sVK b 

& PIE/ > AVJiZJ&kb L Z. SEATB^Rfe.. J ^ nif on the 


r* 3 MV GOOD MAN-Mj BECAUSE WHEN X ) f f 
0 WHAT MAKES B WENT TO GET MV V) \ 




I 






mm 










THE Daily Crossword * 


Frances Burton 


c mavmea. vEmBSSRr 
i nsr.BiiromHCTasnvic6.nc.. 


ACROSS 
1 Sawing Une 
5 Steps to a 
rtverbank, in 
India 

- 9 In tertwine 

13 "Hawkeye” 

14 Actor's plum 

15 About 

16 Have suspicion 

18 Great acclaim 

19 Sniggle 

20 Ter mina tes 

21 Basketball team 

22 Ebb 

24 CSo. c.g- 

25 Fruit dnnk 

26 Hobgoblin 
30 Catalogues 

33 Caliber 

34 Excavate 

35 Desert 
wanderer 

3G Sub detection 
device 

37 Aware of 

38 Singer Tannitie 

39 Having 
evergreens 

40 Interrupt 

41 Fatigue 

43 — Vegas 

44 Show excessive 
a flection 

45 Fonda and Nero 
I 48 Pure 

51 Brio-a — 

52 — do cologne 
54 Dike 

j 55 Brave person 

57 Nymph 

58 Formerly, once 

59 Advantage 

60 Sweet vwie 

61 Dairy cam item 
82 Hurricane 

centers 

DOWN 

1 Manuscript enc. 

2 Mr. Fudd 

3 Fred's dancing 
sister 

4 Bed; prefix 

5 Rio — 

6 Swarm 

7 Cry of lament 



SlS® Tnoune MOCM Servian. Me 


8 Vietnamese 
New Year 

9 Disney 
character 

10 A Gardner 

11 Wound reminder 

12 Boater and 
Skimmer 

15 Stop 
17 Engtish city 
21 Pistol 

23 Ad vantag eous 
- situation 
2* Denizen of the 
deep 

2fl French maid 

27 Certain candy 

28 One opposed 

29 Garish sign. 

30 Not punctual 

31 God dub 
32 Sensible 
33 NigntbU) 

38 Torrent 

40 unsuspected 
drawback. 

42 Cast a ballot 


Pnzris Sohnd: 


smnnu arcnn Bonn 
anann uinnnt onnn 
omonn nnnn ration 
□nnnncinnnn Hnnn 
unnnon 

ranonnn mnnoa 

nriBo mounn 
nnnnnnn nBumiBG 
rannnira nnnn nmmn 
□nnnn annnnn 
nraaann nnrnn 
^nnn nnannnonnFi 
ni.jnn rnmnn nnnorn 
nnnn annn nnnno 
nnnn nrmn nnnnn 


A3 Shed 50 Affirm ' • 

45 Ontmary writing 51 Roe a too 

46 Prepared ,• S3 Shoshoneaas 

47 NCO 55 Actor . . 

48 Hoofbest sound Germ 

49 ProSagorwt 56 Shoa width - 




By P.Y. yivekanand 

Jordan Times S taf f Reporter 

AMMAN —Finance Minister 
Sami Gammoh Friday rejected 
criticism of the government’s 
recent decision, to exempt 
Jordanian companies from 
paying income tax on part of 
their profits from exports and 
said evezy . Jordanian exporter 
stood to gain from the move. 

He said the -decision bad 
actually ended a conflict over a 
1985 law cm incentives on ex- 
ports and die income tax law. 

“It is not any different from 
measures . adopted by other 
countries to encourage exports 
by offering incentives to expor- 


Gammoh refutes criticism of income tax exemption 


tens and improve their balance 
of payments and foreign ex- 
change earnings,” he said. 

Mr. Gammoh also deflected 
criticism that the exemption 
was not extended to exports 
under official trade agreement 
and said the overall approach 
of the government was to en- 
courage Jordanian exports to 
seek new markets. 

“We mean business,” Mr. 
Gammoh told the Jordan 
Times. “Our prime objective is. 
to encourage Jordanian com- 
panies to seek new export mar- 
kets/ 

“Everyone is going to be- 
nefit from the move to exempt 
part of the profits from income 



*n* mhm - stwruai 


UMM1IC0 «nn XMDDH aCTITXTY ftm Till HUM (21/ 10 /IV VI . 17 


no, HO ZAV-000 XU.DDO 101. MO 
M.MJ 1.190 t.LIO f .100 


tax,” be said, suggesting that a 
closer look at the measure as 
“a complete package” would 
convince critics of die 'sound- 
ness of the measure. 

A complete reading of the 
measure will indicate that it 
has clarified grey areas in die 
interpretation of related laws* 
and sets a dear basis for incen- 
tives for exporters, he said. 

“It is true that some may get 
less benefits than others, but it 
is also true that the exemption 
is now applicable to all private 
sector exporters who operate 
on their own without depend- 
ing on the government to cre- 
ate market lor them,” he said. 

The minister explained that 
there was a conflict over a law 
oh incentives for exporters 
enacted in early 1985 and the 
income tax law which took 
effect towards the end of the 
same year. 

The first law, he said, refer- 
red to “income from exports” 
as liable for income tax while 
the new measure dearly de- 


fines it as “profits from ex- 
ports." 

He said the Income Tax De- 
partment applied its own de- 
finition of “income from ex- 
ports” and exporters were sub- 
sequently paying a higher rate 
of income tax. 

The latest move dearly “re- 
moved the ambiguity” in the 
law and there can no longer be 
any “misinterpretation” of the 
term, he said. 

Furthermore, he said, the 
measure now extends exemp- 
tion to several categories of 
companies which used to enjoy 
no incentives under the earlier 
arrangement. 

As an example, he cited the 
case of companies which used 
to export less than 20 per cent 
of their product and had no 
incentives. Under the new pro- 
cedures, they get an exemption' 
of about 14 per cent of their 
profits from income tax. 

'The more you export the 
more benefits you get,” said 
Mr. Gammoh, pointing out 
that the rate of exemption goes 


up to 70 per cent for companies 
with a high volume of exports 
from their production. 

Replying to criticism that 
companies exporting under 
government-to-government 
trade agreements were not 
offered any exemption, the 
minister pointed out that the 
bulk of the work in securing 
such exports was done by the 
government and, as such, it did 
not feel obliged to offer any 
extra incentive to the con- 
cerned exporters. 

“We want the private sector 
exporters to work by them- 
selves and explore foreign mar- 
kets" rather than expecting in- 
centives for exporting to mar- 
kets predetermined and se- 
cured by the government, Mr. 
Gammoh said. 

One of the complaints aired 
by the exporters in this categ- 
ory is that they have to pay 
certain fees and charges based 
on a percentage of the exports 
orders to various government 
departments. 

Mr. Gammoh did pot com- 


ment on this aspect of the 
complaint, but other officials 
have argued that the prices 
that companies get for their 
exports under official trade 
agreements had a higher mark- 
up to make up for the lack of 
outright incentives. 

Daring a visit he paid to the 
Zarqa Free Zone on Thursday, 
Mr. Gammoh said first-time 
exporters would have 30 per 
cent of their profits exempt 
from income tax while die ex- 
tent of such exemption varied 
depending on the volume of 
exports in proportion to the 
overall production of the con- 
cerned exporters. 

He said potash and phos- 
phate exports as well as ex- 
ports as settlement of Jordan’s 
foreign debts were not in- 
cluded in the exemption m 
addition to exports as part of 
government trade agreements. 

The minister expressed hope 
that exporters benefitting from 
the exemption wolUd be able 
to expand their production and 
offer employment opportuni- 


ties as well as reflect the sav- 
ings in income tax on impro- 
ving the quality of their exports 
as well as competitive prices in 
the international market. 

Higher exports mean higher 
foreign exchange earning and 
better balance of payment, he 
noted. 

Summing up his visit to the 
free zone, Mr. Gammoh told 
the Jordan Times that he was 


satisfied that a series of new 
measures adopted by the gov- 
ernment would encourage in- 
vestors to use the free zone 
facilities offered by Jordan. 

“From what I heard during 
my visit, investors have wel- 
comed the new measures 
which aim at encouraging them 
and reduce the formal proce- 
dures related to the facilities at 
the free zone,” he added. 


WE'RE TRYING TO OFFER THE BEST 


ft Energy-saving lamps 
ft GLS lamps 25-200 W 
ft Candle lamps 
ft Low voltage halogen lamps 
ft Decorative lamps 
ft Special lamps 
ft Discharge lamps 
ft Spot lamps 

ft Fluorescent lamps and starters. 

Also available in Safeway 

Mlnwer Electrical 
Tel.: 613746/613622 
Fax.: 643746 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAfS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKMG, AXt FREKSH1 
FORWWtDWG. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 



Daily Lunch 

Tftemc 



Parole 

•\i.;i.lvu:: - J • : r ;i •*. n SupuTr.arkci BLDG 
JnH Tel: 824677 
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PEKING 

' RESTAURANT 



Only 
The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 






Veritable Cuisine francaise 
Live Entertainment 

685746 

Shmessani 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and geo 

• JUMBO photo 
Siam 30% large r 

+ Free enlarf*- 
mert 26x 30 cm, 

Shmdsani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefich tel: 823891 


' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbtque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and laste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v ' 6:30 - Midnight . 


7 hr />.■>■/ Orientin' I'<nxl in T< 


RESTAURANT & GARDEN 


- Chinese, Thai, Phllllplno, tndonlslan & 
Malaysian specialities 

- Five branches all over the world and now one 
In Amman. 

- Live Band 

- World wide programmes VIA satellite 


Hours; 12 Noon 12 MkktigM 
'7" days a week 


46 Buhturi Street 2 nd curie . label Amman Opposite French Loaf Tel 65^482 



LONDON fR) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
lead^waadimirendes and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Fnday. 




U.S. £t0&eosts 


One acting- 
OK'QW&JDld 


1.3208/18 

1.6750/60 

1 .8820/30 

1,4792/02 

36.38/42 

5.8680/80 

1627 3/8.8 

108.30/40 

8.1324/52 

7.3120/20 

6.7516/16 

£1.4860/70 

£369 JO/369.80 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese y en 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
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TALK OF THE TOWN 




Opwntfiffy From 6JCPJftal» All 
Erapt Sunday From tOO PJI to 1J#0 AJl 
Tuesday Clo se til 

Tel: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmeiiam 



Tel. No. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520 




One visit will make you 
a steady , we befievc!!! 


ano & Satdl 
Entertainment 

Hdervadoasi 

818637 
816690 


The Latest 
" MUST " 
in Amman 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 77S TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING -JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN -JORDAN 




Lunch & Dinner 
7 days a week 

Tel. 680093/4 Fax. 823864 
Shmeisani-Near Babish 
Amman-Jordan 





EHINESE RESTADRANT 
frftai CMa — Foods 


OpenlLX-330Jt&00-i6frgk 


Talas away is available 

Shet AMiab Stmot 
Urn Uthamah Commarda! Centra 

Ckc lasted Always Loved 


The first A best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Tates away Is tu ndlsM s 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tet. 63*968 
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The Inn Place to be.. 








Bestaurant 
Tapas Bar 


PETRA ELECTRONICS 

Tel:656206-61 3681 
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Abdotin 


TEL 810664 


IIAIMITEL 
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Amman - Tet. 668183 
P.OBox 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



r 


Jcbel Amman, 3rd circle 
telephone 6l 50 6l 
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Bosnians take refuge with U.N. 
as more massacre victims found 

(AFP) — More ses were so badly-burned they and also called on die perpet- Thursday after a medic 
man 100 Muslims sought re- were unidentifiable and some rators to be punished, but no cuation convoy was held 
fuge with U.N. peacekeepers bore signs of torture. blame was laid on the HVO. local Serbs refusing saf 

m the central town of Vares Bosnian Croat Forces Meanwhile the new head of Ray Wilkinson, a 

Friday as investigators unco- (HVO) carried out the mas- the UN bodv invest! ea tine H, 8 h Commission fo 

m^e^ MiS in FI*'' W °° VT*! “ SesTex^SS fugecs offidai said. 

^£*5? arrived Thursday to look into He added that three 
mkcLm J!id 1 ^ Vi3Xl ° n °*' 21 ' re P° rts of atrochies in the re- children in a “critical 

Idesbald Van Biesebroeck « The U.N. Protection Force gion, including rapes, k il l i n gs were unlikely to survive 
spokesman with the Scandina- (UNPROFOR), which was and torture. racted negotiations with 

San U.N. contingent in Vares, gj^towaitthree days by the Sherif Bassouni was due to over authorising access 
said 110 Muslims had sought HVO before being allowed to focus on trying to unearth evi- - c . . - 

shelter at the U.N. camp in the JiterStupnitomvestigate.had deuce from L alleged mass Fnda X ; Fl 

Croat-controlled town 50 S‘ sc ° ve J red 17 corpses by graveyard near Vukovar in °Lf^ Dg np 5 c „ ™ 
kilometres north of Sarajevo. Wednesday. northeastern Croatia, an area nan rootearound Saraj 

He said houses were seen United States called o^pied by Serbian forces. ^^^ ru “ ca P* t ^ 

burning overnight in two vU- Wednesday for Bosnian Croats “This is very important for In * 
lages around Vares and nearby J^po^ble for the massacre to purely humaniteriaTreasons,” reowed Geni^s ba 
Stupni Do. be tned for war crimes. Mr. Bassiouni said after arriv- diplomatic sources at j 

U.N. peacekeepers were “We condemn the massacre ing- “There are many families 51111111111 m russe 531 
also keeping a dose watch on of innocent civilians in the that would like to know (the Bosnia-Heizegovina * 
two schools in Vares where strongest terms,” the State De- whereabouts of) the remains of latively calm Thursday 
Croat forces have been holding partment said in a statement,* their sons and husbands.” in Sarajevo, Mostar i 
200 of the town's Muslims. adding that “the war crimes But he said U.N. investiga- south and Gomji Vakuf 
EC investigators meanwhile must not and will not go un- tors would also focus on southwest, UNPRC 
said they had now found a total punished.” documenting all kinds of atro- spokesmen here said, 

of 25 bodies in Stupni Do, but Following U.N. Security cities carried out in the chaos Clashes also occurre 
about one hundred of the vil- Council condemnation of the of the last 19 months of war in tween the Bosnian ana 
lage’s 250 Muslim inhabitants Stupni massacre, Croatia's the region. Muslim separatists at Sk 

were stiD missing after Satur- government released a state- A baby suffering from a seven kilometres noi 
day's massacre. ment Friday denouncing the brain disease died in the east Cazin in the breaks wj 

They said most of the corp- atrocities committed at Stupni Bosnian town of Gorazde clave of Bihac, they sa 


and also called on the perpet- 
rators to be punished, but no 
blame was laid on the HVO. 

Meanwhile, the new head of 
the U.N. body investigating 
war crimes in ex-Yugoslavia 
arrived Thursday to look into 
reports of atrocities in the re- 
gion, including rapes, killings 
and torture. 

Sherif Bassiouni was due to 
focus on trying to unearth evi- 
dence from an alleged mass 
graveyard near Vukovar in 
northeastern Croatia, an area 
occupied by Serbian forces. 

“This is very important for 
purely humanitarian reasons,” 
Mr. Bassiouni said after arriv- 
ing. ‘There are many families 
that would like to know (the 
whereabouts of) the remains of 
their sons and husbands.” 

But he said U.N. investiga- 
tors would also focus on 
documenting all kinds of atro- 
cities carried out in the chaos 
of the last 19 months of war in 
the region. 

A baby suffering from a 
brain disease died in the east 
Bosnian town of Gorazde 


Thursday after a medical eva- 
cuation convoy was held up by 
local Serbs refusing safe pas- 
sage, Ray Wilkinson, a U.N. 
High Commission for Re- 
fugees official said. 

He added that three other 
children in a “critical state” 
were unlikely to survive prot- 
racted negotiations with Serbs 
over authorising access along 
frontlines. 

Meanwhile Friday, France’s 
idea of setting up a “humanita- 
rian route'’ around Sarajevo to 
stop the Bosnian capital endur- 
ing another winter under siege 
received Germany’s backing, 
diplomatic sources at an EC 
summit in Brussels said. 

Bosnia-Heizegovina was re- 
latively calm Thursday except 
in Sarajevo, Mostar in the 
south and Gomji Vakuf in the 
southwest, UNPROFOR 
spokesmen here said. 

dashes also occurred be- 
tween the Bosnian army and 
Muslim separatists at Skokovi, 
seven kilometres north of 
P-asm m the breakaway en- 
clave of Bihac, they said. 






A man boards bread in a store in Moscow fofiawiHg the ■w ee a ert that prices of bread would be 
freed by tbe cad of the week (AFP photo) 

Minister warns of plans to destabilise Russia 


2 more killed before 
talks on N. Ireland 


BELFAST (R) — Suspected 
Protestant extremists gunned 
down two Catholic brothers 
near Belfast, dragging out a 
wave of remorseless killings 
and adding extra urgency to 
key Anglo-Irish talks Friday. 

The British and Irish prime 
ministers, John Major and 
Albert Reynolds, were to meet 
m Brussels to discuss new Dub- 
lin peace proposals which have 
brought the only ray of hope to 
Northern Ireland in a week in 
which 17 people have died. 

The brothers, 18 and 22, 
were killed watching television 
Thursday in their cottage in 
Bleary, a hamlet some 25 miles 
(40 kilometres) southwest of 
Belfast. 

Police said at least two 
masked men walked in through 
an open door, past the victims’ 
11-year-old sister in the kitch- 
en, and shot the brothers dead 
in the living room before walk- 


ing calmly out again. 

“It’s another part of this 
horrific cycle of violence,” said 
Britain’s Northern Ireland 
Minister Michael Ancram. “It 
is a barbaric madness that adv- 
ances nothing but death after 
death after death.” 

Protestant gunmen have 
gone on the rampage since a 
bungled IRA bomb last 
weekend blew up the bomber 
and nine shoppers rather than 
the extremist leaders it was 
meant for. 

Vowing revenge, they have 
now killed six Catholics — the 
brothers, two workmen, a pen- 
sioner and - a fast-food delivery 
man — since the bombing, 
which itself came just after a 
Catholic taxi driver was shot 
dead. 

Dublin has said it might drop 
a territorial claim to the British 
province in return for a say in 
its future. 



Africans ready to send 
military force to Burundi 


Karabakh wants independence recognised 

STEPANAKERT, Nagorno-Karabakh (AFP) — Baku must 
recognise the independence of Nagorno-Karabakh if it want to 
recover Azerbaijan regions on the Iranian border lost over die 
past few days, the parliamentary speaker from die separatist 
region Karen Baburian told AFP. “We are ready to return the 
seized territories (in southwest Azerbaijan), at any time on tbe 
sole condition that Nagorno-Karabakh is recognised as an 
independent republic.” 

Nigeria hijack drama ends 

NIAMEY (R) — Hostages aboard a Nigerian plane hijacked 
to Niger prayed and s tri pped to their underwear in searing 
heat, awaiting death until commandos freed them. “We 
prayed to God. Muslim and Christians. We thought we were 
going to die.” said Ibrahim Jikamshi. “You can’t imagine what 
it’s like when you think you are just flying to Abuja to have 
some food wih your family and this happens.” Hijackers 
seized the domestic Nigeria Airways flight from Lagos to tbe 
capital Abuja Monday and demanded to fly to Frankfurt. 


They landed in Nigeria’s northern neighbour Niger after Chad 
refused them permission to refuel. Officials, passengers and 
crew agreed the hijackers, who they said were aged between 
20 and 25, were serious in their threat to set fire to the Airbus 
A310 if their political demands were not met by Thursday 
morning. The hijacking ended just after midnight Wednesday 
when an elite force of Niger police stormed tbe plane. 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russian 
Interior Minister Viktor Yerin 
warned that unnamed ele- 
ments were plotting to “des- 
tabilise” Russia on the Nov. 7 
anniversary of the Bolshevik 
Revolution and said unautho- 
rised rallies that day would be 
broken up. 

“Necessary measures will be 
taken against all those who 
threaten public security by 
holding unauthorised demon- 
strations” to mark the 
anniversary, Mr. Yerin was 
quoted by the ITAR-TASS 
news agency as saying late 
Thursday. 

He said that there were 
plans afoot “to destabilise the 
situation in Russia” on Nov. 7, 
which remains a national holi- 
day in commemoration of tbe 
Bolsheviks’ seizure of power in 
1917. 

Pro-Communist and uhra- 
nationalist parties which have 
organised Nov. 7 rallies for the', 
last two years were dissolved • 
after Russia’s political crisis in 
October. 

Ail demonstrations now ‘ 
need prior authorisation from 
Moscow’s authorities. 

During the 75th anniversary 


of tbe revolution last year, 
some 10,000 pro-Commurasts 
r allie d outside the Kremlin. 

Meanwhile, strains between 
Russia’s presidency and gov- 
ernment persisted Friday as a 
dose aide to President Boris 
Yeltsin admitted there was a 
lack of “unity” between tbe 
two sides but not a “schism.” 
The two brandies dashed 
Wednesday when Prime Minis- 
ter Viktor Chernomyrdin said 
the government was taking 
over the media facilities ana 
access previously reserved for 
tbe now-dissolved parliaments 
Mr. Chernomyrdin specifi- 
cally said tbe government 
wanted to take over control of 
the parliament’s daily one- 
hour radio and television prog- 
ramme to “explain tbe actions 
of the government.” 

Mr. Yeltsin’s spokesman 
Viacheslav Kostikov conde- 
mned Mr. Chemdmyrdin’s 
“seizure” of air-time and the 
“concentration of information 
services” and accused the gov- 
ernment of creating a “Minis- 
try of Propaganda.” 
Meanwhile, four people 
were wounded, one of them 
seriously, when a package ex- 


ploded Friday in Moscow's 
central post office, the. radio 
station Moscow Echos said. 

It blew up at 11:20 ajn. 
(0820 GMT) at a sorting sta- 
tion as four people were open- 
ing and aimed packages. 

Investigators from the 
Security Ministry, the former 
KGB, were investigating but 
bad not yet determined if tbe 
package was a booby trap or 
had been set off accidentally. 

In a separate development, a 
delegation from the Interna- 
tional Committee of tbe Red 
Cross (ICRC) has visited 19 
prisoners detained in Mos- 
cow’s Lefortovo Prison, where 
the leaders- of tins month's 
coup are being held. 

ITAR-TASS reported 
Thursday night that former 
Vice-President' Alexander 
Rutskoi — one of tbe revolt’s 
leaders — had been taken the 
previous night with high blood 
pressure to a secure hospital 
from Ini prison cell. 

A security ministry spokes- 
man in Moscow declined to 
confirm the news agency re- 
port, saying Rutskoi -was net 
seriously ill. 


SS Cambodian 
government 

ged between ^ 

by Thursday finalises 


Georgian forces regain 
lost ground from rebels 


KIGALI, Rwanda (R) — 
Neighbouring Central African 
states said Friday they were 
ready to send troops to protect 
the government in Burundi, 
grappling with ethnic killings 
after a foiled coup. 

“There is urgent need of a 
military force to help cut tribal 
killings in. the Burundi country- 
side and restore trust and 
security to that country,” the 
Prime Minister of Rwanda, 
Zaire and Tanzania said in a 
communique after a summit in 
Kigali. 

“Africans must make a con- 
crete gesture to stop massacres 
of innocent Burundi popula- 
tions and help find a lasting 
solution to the tribal violence 
there,” it added. 

The statement said the states 
“as neighbours, want to help in 
this. But this must be at the 
behest of the Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU) and in 
consultation with the Burundi 
government.” 

The OAU’s Tanzanian 
secretary-general signalled at 
the meeting the OAU would 
endorse the mission. He said 
he planned consultations with 
U.N. Secretary-General Bout- 


ros Gfaati on sending in the 
force “as soon as it is assem- 
bled.” 

Burundi’s Prime Minister 
Sylvie Kinigi has warned that 
Burundi could collapse as a 
nation unless the international 
community rushed in troops to 
end tribal violence sweeping 
the country after the foiled 
coup. 

Ms. Kinigi, a survivor of the 
bloody coup, told Radio 
France International late 
Thursday that her government 
had taken charge of the Cen- 
■tral African nation but army 
troops in some areas were re- 
sisting. 

She said the coup, which was 
staged last Thursday but crum- 
bled Monday after Burundi’s 
army generals disowned the 
plotters and arrested 10 of 
them, was “in a way still going 
on.” 

President Melchior Nda- 
daye, Burundi’s first elected 
head of state, and six of his 19 
cabinet ministers were shot 
dead during the coup staged by 
elements of the armed forces, 
dominated by the minority 
Tutsi tribe. 


German manager detained in blood row 

BONN (R) — German police have detained the manager of a 
pharmaceutical firm accused of having foiled to ensure blood 
products were free of HIV, the AIDS virus, investigators said 
Friday. Koblenz Prosecutor Norbert Weise said the UB- 
Plasma executive and a co-worker were detained Thursday 
night for questioning on suspicions of violating laws on the 
handling of pharmaceutical products. Police Thursday raided 
and shut down the Koblenz firm, which was said to have tested 
only 2,500 batches out of some 7,000 blood products delivered 
to 74 hospitals in Germany and one in Austria. Before his 
detention, the manager told the Express newspaper that he 
had not been aware of any wrongdoing in his company. He 
was quoted as saying it was possible that blood batches had 
been mixed up but that be would never have approved of it. 

China still claims satellite is in orbit 

BEIJING (AP) — What exactly was it that plunked into the 
Pacific Ocean Thursday? The U.S. Space Command insists a 
two-ton chunk of an out-of-control Chinese research satellite 
plummeted through tbe atmosphere and splashed down about 
1,000 miles (1,600 kilometres) west of Peru. But on Friday, 
China continued to insist that the satellite is still in orbit and 
won’t fall to earth for six months. “It’s definitely still up in the 
sky,” said a spokesman at the Aerospace Ministry who 
identified himself by tbe surname Sun. “We can see it very 
dearly” from an observation station, he said. When asked to 
respond to the space command report, Mr. Sun said, “I think 
it is impossible. We can’t confirm it.” He refused to speculate 
on the cause of the differing reports. The satellite was 
launched on Oct. 8 from the Gobi Desert on a Long March 
rocket. After eight days, it was fo have kicked its experiment 
loose to be returned to Earth on parachutes, but a malfunction 
caused Chinese ground controllers to lose control of the 
spacecraft, dooming it to a crash landing. 


ANC ready to meet rightists on S. Africa’s future 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
The African National Congress 
(ANC) is ready to discuss con- 
crete proposals from the right- 
wing Freedom Alliance on 
South Africa's democratic fu- 
ture, ANC Secretary-General 
Cyril Ramaphosa said Friday. 

"We have been and continue 
to be ready to engage in bi- 
lateral discussions provided 
that these are based on con- 
crete proposals,” he told 
businessmen at an investment 
conference. 

Democracy negotiators face 
a Nov. 5 deadline to agree on 
an interim constitution to cany 
the country into the post- 
apartheid era after 350 years of 
white domination. 

President F. W. De Klerk, 
armed with new compromises 
on regional autonomy, was 
meeting Freedom Alliance 
leaders in Pretoria Friday. 

The alliance, which includes 
the white pro-apartheid Con- 
servative Party (CP) and Zulu 
Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi’s 
Inkatha Freedom Party, asked 
for the meeting last week to 
discuss “a crisis in the negotia- 
tion process." 

Tbe government and ANC 
were also meeting again Friday 
after two days of hard bargain- 
ing earlier in the week which 


both described as “construc- 
tive and fruitful!.” 

Mr. De Klerk told the 
Johannesburg investment con- 
ference Thursday be expected 
a “federal Republic of South 
Africa” to emerge from demo- 
cracy negotiations. 

Political sources said Mr. De 
Klerk would want to discuss 
with tbe Freedom Alliance op- 
tions arising from the govern- 
ment’s tails with the ANC. 

“In consultation with the 
ANC and others, we have 
come to compromises which 
we believe will address the 
problems that Freedom 
Alliance has put on the table.” 
a government source said. 

But a source involved in the 
talks told Reuters: “It is going 
to require the alliance to make 
compromises of its own. This 
will not be a unilateral cave-in 
by the government and the 
ANC.” 

Mr. Ramaphosa told the 
businessmen one problem with 
dealing with (he right wing was 
the lack of concrete proposals 
from the alliance. 

“We have been engaged in a 
shadow-boxing type of process 
without knowing what they 
want.” he said. 

White rightists are deman- 
ding self-rule, while black con- 


servative groups including In- 
katfaa and the Kwazuiu and 
Bophuthatswana black home- 
lands want autonomy within a 
loose federation. 

Mr. De Klerk said Thursday 
be believed Inkatha demands 
had virtually been met. 

Mr. Ramaphosa said tbe 
ANC bad made compromises 
and concessions and it was 
time the right wing did the 
same. 

"Some of these parties have 
conducted themselves within 
the negotiations process, and 
outside of it, in a manner that 
suggests dial they are unaware 
that the negotiations process is 
about a change from apartheid 
to democracy,” he said. 

“Part of the problem is that 
they are creations of apartheid 
and have developed vested in- 
terests in an apartheid-type 
order. They therefore see 
change as a threat. At the same 
rime, they have an innate fear 
of the electorate.” 

Both Mr. Ramaphosa and 
Mr. De Klerk have stressed the 
ANC and the government 
were committed to holding the. 
country's first all-race elections 
on schedule next April 27. 

Mr. Ramaphosa warned the 
conservative blade and white 
bloc, which he said repre- 


sented a small minority of the 
population, that by staying 
outside the negotiating process 
“they will have missed the best 
deal and opportunity available 
to them.” 

The Afrikaner People’s 
Front (AVF), an alliance 
member headed by former de- 
fence force chief Genera] Con- 
stand Viljoen, said Friday 
Afrikaners should prepare for 
struggle for “self- 
determination and an own 
fatherland. ” 

Meanwhile, General Kat 
Liebenberg handed command 
of the South African Defence 
Force (SADF) to array chief 
General Georg Meiring Friday 
saying the force was the only 
institution that could protect a 
n ew con stitution. 

“This defence force does not 
belong to the (ruling) National 
Party, the (white pro- 
apartheid) Conservative Party 
or any party,” Gen. Lieben- 
berg said at a handover cere- 
mony at defence headquarters 
in Pretoria. 

“The new constitution will 
have to be maintained. The 
defence force is in the final 
analysis the only organisation 
which can and must do this,” 
he said. 


cabinet 
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PHNOM PENH (R) — Cam- 
bodia’s parliament Friday 
voted overwhelmingly to en- 
dorse a new 18-member 
cabinet and political program- 
me designed to serve tbe coun- 
try for the next five years. 

“Our administration will be 
a very liberal one. I think there 
will be great stability,” said 
Cambodia's First Prime Minis- 
ter Prince Norodom Ranar- 
iddh after the cabinet was- 
approved in the 120 seat 
National Assembly. 

. A government delegation 
will go to Beijing to seek 
approval of the cabinet by 
King Norodom Sihanouk who 
is undergoing medical treat- 
ment there. 

A senior diplomat in Phnom 
Penh welcomed the new 
cabinet: “The formula for the 
provisional government work- 
ed well — so I think this 
(cabinet) win work as well.” 

He noted all die important 
political personalities had been 
included in the cabinet and this 
would enhance prospects for 
success and stability. 

The new royal Cambodian 
government will be led by 
Prince Ranariddh as first prime 
minister. His deputy. Second 
Prime Minister Hun Sen is 
from tbe Cambodian Peoples’ 
Party (CPP) — the political 
wing of tbe old Vietnamese- 
installed government. 

United Nations-organised 
elections in May gave a narrow 
victory to the Royalists who 
then formed a coalition gov- 
ernment with their old ene- 
mies, the CPP. The radical 
Khmer Rouge guerrilla faction 
boycotted the polls and has no 
role in the new administration. 

Hie new minsters inherit an 
economy devastated by de- 
cades of war and with a de- 
pleted Khmer Rouge army 
holding out in border areas. 

The Royalists and CPP share 
the powerful defence and in- 
terior ministries. Finance goes 
to reform-minded Royalist, 
Sam Rainsy. 

There is no change in foreign 
affairs, with Prince Norodom 
Sirividh as minister. His depu- 
ty is the highly regarded Uch 
Kim An, Australian -educated 
former advisor of Hun Sen. 

Hie one surprise 'was the 
appointment of Ieng Mouly 
from the Buddhist Liberal 
Democradb Party (BLDP) to 
the sought after position of 
information minister. 

The BLDP is the political 
wing of the fractured Khmer 
Peoples’ National Liberation 
Front and with 10 seats is a 
minor coalition partner. 


TBILISI (R) — Georgia said 
Friday its troops had won bade 
lost ground from rebels in the . 
west, ai>d diplomats saicf'tiie 
civil’ war In the formerScmet 
republic* looked headed to- 
wards a final showdown. 

Officials said government 
forces retook the town of Kbo- 
bi late Thursday after being 
forced to withdraw under a 
barrage of mortals apd “Grad” 
missiles from the rebel side. 

They said this meant that file 
rebels, fighting to restore ex- 
President Zviad Gamsakhur- 
dia to power, were once again 
reduced to control of a single 
western stronghold. Zugdidi. 

“They’re at their last gasp, 
their* last concentration of 
forces," Tengiz Kitovani, com- 
mander of the National Guard, 
said. “But they have no 
chance. They would do better 
to surrender and those who are 
still alive could then remain 
alive.” 

Mr. Kitovani told Reuters 
government forces planned to 
take Zugdidi and then press 
on to Abkhazia, the Black Sea 
province. 

Georgian forces retreated 
ignoanniously last month from 
Abkhazia after being routed by 
separatists in another of Geor- 
gia’s bloody and long-running 
conflicts. 

“They (government forces) 
will definitely go there. They 
(Abkhazian rebels) must allow 
back 300,000 refugees whom 
we aren’t capable of housing 
and feeding,” he said. 

A diplomat in file Georgian 


capital said file leadership of 
Eduard Shevardnadze now 
looked capable of presang 
home its advantage in the 
military endgame against the 
' so-called '“Zviadist” farces of 
Mr. Gamsakhurdia. 

“I think there is evidence 
that it is moving towards a 
conclusion. I fully expect file 
Zviadists will make a kind of 
final stand in Zugdidi, and tbe 
indications are that they will 
lose,” he said. 

The diplomat said Thurs- 
day’s deployment of Russian 
troops to protect the vital rail 
line linking Georgia's Blade 
Sea ports to Tbilisi could prove 
a decisive factor. 

Diplomatic sources believe 
Moscow has also supplied the 
Georgians with heavy weapon- 
ry, including tanks, even 
though Russian army spokes- 
“ men here categorically deny it. 

“The Georgians have new 
T-72 tanks that they didn’t 
have two weeks ago. They 
certainly didn’t conjure them 
out of the air,” the diplomat, 
said. 

Gennady Dolgachev, a 
spokesman for Russian forces 
m the Transcancasus, said sol- 
diers of tbe 146th Division had 
taken up positions to defend 
the most vulnerable sections of 
the rail line from Poti, oh the 
coast, to Georgia’s second city 
of Kutaisi. 

He said the deployment had 
so far proceeded without inci- 
dent but the soldiers had 
orders to shoot to kill if attack- 
ed. 


HosoJkawa on thin ice as 
reform deadline slips 

TOKYO (R) — Japan's partia- needed to move legislation 
ment created big problems .through the upper house by 
for ■ Prime Minister Morihiro parliament’s scheduled dose on 
Hosokawa Friday, fixing af Dec. 15. ’ 
timetable that gives him scam Mr. Hosokawa told fellow 
time to- push through sweeping coalition chiefs at a breakfast 
political reforms on which he meeting Friday be wonld invite 
staked his government. heads of the main opposition 

"This is a tough schedule for Liberal Democratic Party 
us,” Mr. Hosokawa told the (LDP) and the Communists to 
first formal meeting of party an all-party summit next week 
leaders from the ruling coali- in an effort to meet the dead- 
tion since assuming power in ' line. 

August, bis aides said. Political analysts said his talk 

The prime minister, whose of a summit meant he planned 
campaign for the July general to seek legislative ^passage 

plpftinn rpntrpH nn noorl »n ■ '* 


election centred on the need to 
end corruption in public life, 
pledged at an August news 
conference to pass electoral 
reform legislation by year’s 
end or resign. 

Yet parliamentary nego- 
tiators meeting overnight set a 
timetable for mandatory re- 
gional public hearings on the 
draft bills, which threatens Mr. 
Hosokawa’s hopes of winning 
passage through the lower 
house by Nov. 12. 

The government set this 
deadline to ensure it could take 
the full month normally 


through compromise rather 
than jeopardise the entire 
package by railroading it 
through. 

Technically, Mr. Hosokawa 
could extend the current 90- 
day session, but that would 
seriously affect year-end min- 
isterial business notably fina- 
lisation of file 1994/95 budget 
by Dec. 31. 

“The fact chat we are hold- 
ing this breakfast meeting is a 
sign of our determination to 
get tbe political reform bills 
enacted this year,” said Fore- 
ign Minister Tsutomu Haia, 


Moscow mayor 
calls for return of 
ballerina’* ashes 

MOSCOW (AP) — Moscow** 
mayor has endorsed a pttt to 
remove the . remains of baflep* 
ant Anna Pavlova from a Loo- 

dos crematorium and faftw 

them back' to Rossis for tonal, 
the ITAR-TASS Dews ajpocy 
said Wednesday. Mayor Yuri 
Luzhk ov ordered subordinate* 
to arrange for the marble wn 
■ Pfcvlova’ft-mbcs-iD 




Mr. Luzh- 


kov was quoted as- wring. 
ITAR-TASS said MrJ Luzhkov 
acted in res p o ns e , lo an appeal 
from Moscow’s artistic com* 
m unity. In London, a director: 

of the company^ that operate* 
Golden; Green C rematoriu m,' 
where Pavlova’s rem ai ns are 
kept, said they were unaware 
of any {dans to return the urn 
to Russia. “We have never 
received any request from cay- 
body, formally, for that,*’ Mr. 
Harvey Thomas said. Pavlova 
made her debut in St. Peters- 
burg in 2 899. She later joined 
the DiagbSev Ballet in Paris 
before settling in London and 
forming her own small baOet 
company. She died at the age 
of 50 in 1931 during a visit to 
the Hague. Her husband, Vic- 
tor Dandie, who died, hr 1944, 
said in his will that Pavlova 
wanted to be buried in Russia 
“when the times are good and 
kind.” Thomas said toe crema- - 
tori am trustees met ax months 
ago and discussed rhe issue of 
re t urn ing Pavlova's remains to 
Russia, but only if her ashes 
wonld be secure. They decided 
that “this really was not an 
appropriate time to consider 
such a request, given tbe whole 
question of stability in Ro»- 
aa,” be said. 


Bag of bones 
baffles Australian 
police 

SYDNEY (R) — A us tr al ian 
police Friday appealed far help 
m finding the owner of a sub- 
case full of human bones tfisco- 
vered on the verandah of a 
Sydney church. The nutcase, 
found by an employee' at St. 
Mary’s Roman Catholic 
Cathedral last month, "con- 
tained bones wrapptd ia 
brown paper and a 55-yew-old 
copy of the Irish Times! An 
enclosed handwritten note 
read: “Please take care of ton, 
found it in file (fid boose. 
Please put to rest prope rt y , as 
strange things have started to 
happen to my health.” PoKce, 
preparing for an inquest, 
appealed for whoever left the 
suitcase to come forward and 
help them lay file case to rest. 
They said the bones may have 
belonged to a doctor. “We feel 
the bones are quite (fid and 
came from the united King- 
dom,” a police spokesman 
said, noting tbe bag was co- 
vered in British Railways stick- 
ers. The spokesman smd there 
were no suspicious circumst- 
ances and no charges would be 
laid. 


Lack of oxygen 
may have killed 
off dinosaurs 

BOSTON (R) — It may have 
been lack of oxygen, not the ■ 
impact of a massive asteroid 
crashing to Earth, that killed 
off the dinosaurs 65 million 
years ago, government resear- 
chers said. A team of sci entis ts 
presented new evidence sup- 
porting the theory that dino- 
saurs suffocated when the ox- ; 
ygen level in the atmosp h ere 
dropped suddenly after a 
period of unusual vol cani c 
activity. The new theory, put 

forward during a symposium erf 
the Geological Society of 
America, contradicts toe wide- 
ly held view that the tfinru anii K 
were wiped out by an asteroid 
suddenly plummeting to Ifeyto 
The results of the research 
offered timely warnings on file 
impact of global wanting to- 
day. The fide of dinosaurs has 
taken on renewed interest fol- 
towing the phenomenal success 
of the summer movie Jurassic ' 
Phrk, in which dinosaurs are 
brought back from DN A found 
in amber fossels. Tbe same . 
type of amber provided the. 
does for the researchers from - 
Jhe JJ.S. Geological Storey. 

The team , led by Gary LandS, 

determ ined that gas bubbles 
frozen in time showed oxygen 
levris fefl in a 2 miffion to 3 - 
raffion year period during the 
jogn of the great dinosaurs: 
Many scientists believe a mas - 
sive asteroid striking garth 
doomed the dinosaurs and 
marked the end of the Cre- 
taceous era. “Instead of ah • 
Steroid impact rapidly tiffing 
toe ‘dinosaurs, they gradually 

died our over a 10 m&o yeir 
interval,” Landis fcfitoSte 
group. - * .. . 
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Vatanen wins Hong Kong-Beljing Rally 

BEIJING (R) — Former world champion Ari Vatanen of 
Finland Friday scored a ‘‘come-from4>ehind” victory in the 
Hong Kong to Beijing Motor Rally, with fellow Subaru 
professionals taking second and third places. Vatanen', who 
took the lead in Thursday's penultimate section after trailing 
most of the 3,865-kflometre rally, roared up to the Great Wall 
outride Beijing in a winning time of five hours 13 minutes 40 
seconds. “Pen very glad to win,” Vatanen said after parading 
with the other finishers into central Tiananmen Square past* 
huge crowds of mystified Chinese. “The route was hot very 
tough, but the stops were very long. After my Subaru Legacy 
got problems and lost five seconds on the second leg, I knew I 
bad to try very hard to regain the lead. “But that made the 
victory taste sweeter,*’ the 41-year-old winner said, ripping a 
■victory glass of-milk as others uncorked champagne. Vatanen's 
professional Subaru te a m m at e s CoEn McRae of Scotland and 
Possum Bourne of New Zealand took second and third places 
respectively. 

Limoges beaten by Barcelona 

LONDON (R) — Champions Limoges started the defence of 
their European Champion Chibs’ basketball title inauspicious- 


series. The French -were tied 71-71 with in-form Barcelona at 
the end of normal time in Spain but finally succumbed 86-76. 
The Spaniards had let a nine-point early lead slip away at 
halftime as Limoges led 34-33. Richard Dacoury, at 34 the 
oldest player on the court, then joined forces with Michael 
Young to widen the gap for Limoges in the opening minutes of 
the second half. But Barcelona’s powerful response came 
courtesy of Andres Jimenez' who scored seven times in a row 
to help level matters and in extra time they found more than 
the French. Federic Roberts also sparkled for Barcelona with . 
25 points. Predictably, top scorers for the titieholders were the ' 
two Youngs, Michael with 34 and Danny on 13. 

Turkey beat Poland 2-1 

ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey registered a rare victory beating 
Poland 2-1 to significantly raise Dutch beliefs that they will be 
heading for next year's- World Cup finals at England’s 
expense. Turkey, with only a victory over whipping boys 
Marino in earlier World Cup Group 2 qualifiers, ranw from 
behind to score their first victory over die Poles since 1971. 
Goals by Hakan Sukur in the 57th minute and Bulent Uygun 
in the 72nd wiped out the 16th-minute lead Wojdech 
Kowakzyk gave Poland. The result will convince the Dutch 
that they can achieve the point they need from their visit to 
Poland in their last World Cup qualifier next month to 
guarantee a place in the U.S.A. *94 finals. England need 
Poland to beat the Netherlands while putting at least seven 
goals pari San Marino to qualify ahead of the Dutch along with 
group winners Norway. 

Jet lag sets In for Magic, Hawks 

LONDON (AP) — Mookie Blaylock wasn't in the mood to 
shoot hoops. The Atlanta Hawks guard had just made his first 
trip across die Atlantic Ocean. He said little deep on the 
team’s all-night flight, was whisked by bus to the hotel to drop 
off his bags, then bade out to a gymnasium in west London. 
And now he had to practice. “You’ll probably see some feet 
walking in. mud today,” Blaylock said. “Probably a tittle 
heavy. Hopefully we can get motivated.” Blaylock and die 
Hawks play the Orlando Magic in a pair of exhibition games at 
. Wetqbfey Arepa jfais weekend the first time, .two NBA 
' leains have played each other in Etfrope. Both dubs lumbered, 
through tight pcKkouts affer wiving in town early Thursday.* 
-1ifoen.it came time to meet the press, the players were more 
than happy to collapse in their chairs as a horde of British 
reporters clustered around the one star they all knew — 
Orlando centre Sbaquille O’Neal. 

Russia has until Monday to pay fine 

MOSCOW (R) — The International Weightlifting Federation 
has given Russia until Monday to pay a $50,000 fine or face a 
year-long ban from competition because of a doping scandal, 
die Russian federation chief said Friday. Viktor Polyakov told 
Reuters his federation bad alraedy found $20,000 and would 
be asking die Russian Olympic Committee (NOC) to help ouL 
But judging from a . report in the daily Sovietsky Sport 
newspaper die NOC is not keen to be linked with the 
fund-raising effort to ensure. Russia, one of the top weightlift- 
ing countries, attends next month’s World Championships. 
“We only want dean medals,” Friday’s edition of the daily 
quoted NOC President Vitaly Smirnov as saying. Mr. 
Polyakov said this was just an opening gambit and be was 
confident of NOC support. The NOC could not be reached for 
'comment. 
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Pan Paw 

Opening Five of *. 
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only If yew, or partner, have the afcfll 
to play the mom off the cask, To 
fl h w t r a te awt eve mean, consider 
thfe band frnpi the Fall North 
American in Orlan- 

Mortp la yan ifca fatow would have 

bmeafttanttaitabid spades or 

tcune haqrta m rixs with tite North 


hand, Instead. North chon to show 
the diamond fragment and th en , 

with trusting faith in partner’s abili- 
ty, pressed on to slam when South 
raised diamonds. 

West led a dub and South, Kay 
Lattomus of WeatTaim Beach, Ra, 
would have been happy to aett her 
contract for a mess of potage- The 
defenders gave declarer some aid by 
winning the ace of dubs and con- 
thMimj tlw suit. Declarer ruffed in 
hand, crossed to the diamond qdeen 
and led a tramp, inserting the- ten 
when East followed low, which was 
the technically correct play. West’s 
nine was both a relief saw a wa r ning . 

Declarer re-entered dummy with 
tfceoce of spades for another heart 
lead, capturing East's jack with the 
long. A spade to the ace and a spade 
ruff established three spade winners 
on table and declarer was now 
reedy to pull off a serendipitous 
tramp coup. 

With the ace-eight of hearts 
poised over East’s queen-seven, de- 
clarer entered dummy with, the jack 
of diamonds »"d started ru nnin g 
‘spades. No whether East 

chose to raff or not, or when, the 
defenders were getting so more 
tricks. - 
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S. Arabia, S. Korea qualify for World Cup finals 


DOHA (Agencies) — Aria’s 
soccer giant, South Korea, and . 
the world's top oil producer, 
Saudi Arabia, qualified for the 
1994 World Cup and pledged 
to give powerhouses Europe 
and Latin America some tough 
new competition. 

“Time has come to show 
that Asian nations can also do 
well” South Korean coach Kim 
Ho said Thursday. “From now 
on we are exactly going to do 
that.” 

Since its first World Cop bid 
in 1954 in Switzerland ended in 
humiliating defeats. South 
Korea has continued its buil- 
dup, making it one of Asia's 
leaders. 

.Confidence increased after 
South Korea represented Asia 
in World Cup championships 
in 1986 and again m 1990. 

But since 1990, many Ko- 
rean fans have turned to pro- 
fessional baseball, making h 
the nation's most popular 
sport. 

Soccer officials hope South 
Korea’s third straight World 
Cap appearance will boost 
then efforts to rekindle a soc- 
cer boom. 

“We gp - to America with 
new talent, new tactics — a 
blend of Asian, T.arin Amer- 
ican and European football,” 
said an elated Saudi Arabian 
coach Mohammad A1 Khrashi. 

Aria^with 56 per cent- of the 
world’s population, has shown 
'little bright soccer talent and 
Asian nations have not adv- 
anced for in the World Cup 
round-robin finals. 

In Doha, capital of the tiny 
state of 'Qatar, the lari Asian 
qualification day was not with- 
out dramas. . 

Japan, a favourite to make it 
to the world’s best soccer 
show, fell short by allowing a 
goal with seconds leftin its 


game 

As Swiss- referee Serge 
Muhmcnthalcr blew the final 
whistle, some Japanese players 1 
and about a 1,000 fens started 
weeping hysterically. . Others 
were stunned into silence. 
Tears rolled down the eyes of 
Kazuyoshi Mfera, Japan's best 
player. 

Japan’s 2-2 tie with Iraq, 
dropped the Japanese into . 
third place below South Korea. 

Iraq, Iran and North Korea, 
three teams the United States 
hoped would not qualify for 
the 24-team tournament next 
summer, finished fourth, fifth 
and sixth. 

Saudi Arabia (2-0-3) beat 
Iran 4-3 to. finish with seven 
points and earn its first trip to 
die finals: 

“First thing I did was look at 
heaven and I thanked Allah,” 
said Saudi coach A1 Khrashi. - 
“Now we can say, "here we 
come, America.’” 

South; Korea (2-1-2) beat 
Peninsula rival North Korea 
3-0 and qualified for the finals 
for the third straight tune. 
South Korea scored nine goats 
and gave up four, while Japan 
(2-1-2) scored seven and gave 
up four. 

“I could not speak for sever- 
al minutes, so Ugh was my 
emotion,” said Kim, the South 
Korean coach, who had come 
under severe criticism at home 
for losing to Japan in an earlier 
game . . . 

Japan, which has never qual- 
ified for the World Cup but is 
the favourite to play host to the 
tournament in 2002, lost out 
when Iraqi Air Force techni- 
cian Jaffer Omran scored the 
equaliser. . 

The results probably set off a 
huge sigh of relief at Worid 
Cup USA Headquarters in Los 
Angeles. There had been con-' 


cem whether the U.S. govern- 
ment would issue the necessary 
visas if either Iraq, Iran or. 
North Korea had qualified. 

Iraq is under United Nations 
sanctions, -Iran is a bitter U.S. 
foe and North Korea has 
feuded with the American gov- 
ernment Over nuclear arms. 

Despite assurances from the 
Reagan administration in 1988 
that the U.S. would impose no ' 
hindrance to qualifying- teams. 
State Department officials 
were quoted this week as 
saying' they could not guaran- ' 
tee visas to Iraq. 

Iraq gained a public rela- 
tions windfall by holding Japan 
to a 2-2 draw on the final day 
of Asian qualifying ■ competi- 
tion. 

The Iraqi embasy in Seoul 
said it was swamped Friday 
with telephone calls from 
South Korean soccer fans 
saying ‘thank you” and ap- 
plauding the fighting spirit of 
Iraqi soccer players. 

Embassy officials .said they 
hope the World Cup results 
win contribute to improved re- 
lations between Iraq and South 
Korea, which remain 
estranged because of the Gulf 
Gulf war. v 

During the war. South 
Korea sided with the United 
States in condemning Iraq and 
dispatched military units to 
join the allied forces. 

South Korea; confirming its 
recently shaky reputation as 
Asia’s soccer gaint, was in par- 
ty mood Friday after clinching 
the third successive berth in 
the World Cup finals in nail- 
■ biting fashion. 

The trip to next year’s finals ' 
in-tbe United States was made, 
afi die sweeter for being at the 
expense of bitter rival Japan, ' 
which h8S been striving to cap- § 
tore the mantle of Aria's pre- 



Iraqi striker Jaffer Omran (right) attempts to 
score a goal with bis head as Japanese defender 
HasMratani TetosU falls to stop the baB during 


the Asian Worid Cup qualifying match in Doha 
Thursday (AFP photo) 


mier soccer nation from South 
Korea. 

“Heaven was on our side,” 
blared Friday’s Sports Qiosun 
tabloid. 

“It was the: most heart- 
stopping moment in my life. I 
am mad with joy. We must 
thank Iraq for our team’s vie- ' 
toiy,” a 30-year-old avid soc- 
cer fan said. 

“I was just about to turn off 
the television , and go to bed in 
despair. But there was. a mira- 
cle and God saved us from • 
hell,” he said. “Mansei (long 
-live) Korea and Iraq.” 

Seoul’s streets were deserted ‘ 
Thursday night while the final 
Asian qualifying match was 
being shown on television live 
from Doha. 

The late hour and a midni gh t 
curfew on drinking establish- 
ments prevented any immedi- 


ate celebration, but normally 
silent residential districts rang 
with the cheers of couch-, 
potato fens unable to ' believe 
the nation’s luck. 

President Kim Yoong-Sam 
was one of the first to con- 
gratulate the nation’s soccer 
players. 

“Our people and I send con- 
gratulations to the team in 
their great achievement of 
reaching the World Cup fianls 
for the third successive time,” 
Mr. Kim said in a cable sent to 
South Korean coach. 

Japan woke up from their 
World Cup nightmare Friday 

tomSo^Kareate stage the 
fi nals in 2002. 

FIFA have stated that the 
2002 World Cup will most like- 
ly be held in Asia and last 
week FIFA general secretary. 


Sepp Blatter, said during a visit 
here that Japan were almost 
half way on the road to staging 
the finals and would be diffi- 
cult to catch. 

But Japan’s failure to book a 
place in the finals- has shifted 
the focus. 

“We will work hard to bring 
the 2002 World Cup to 
Korea,” said Qrnng Mong- 
Joon, president of the South 
Korea Football Association. 

“We will tell people we have 
(qualified for the World Cup 
three times consecutively and 
four times in all. Japan have 
never been there/’ 

Mr. Chung, who also heads 
the heavy industry divirion of 
.South Korean conglomerate 
Hyundai, added that a joint 
bid with North Korea was a 
possibility. 


Turner optimistic about 
future Goodwill Games 


ST. PETERSBURG, Russia 
(AP) — Televirion mogul Ted. 
Thrner conceded .Riday feat 
his company has lost millions 
of dollars staging the Goodwin 
Games, buf said they offer a 
"psychic value” that can’t be 
calculated. 

Besides, heaaid.-they’re-fim. 

^ ‘'This gives me an opportune 
ity fo 'be around - the jocEs, 
shake a few hands, that sort of 
tiring,” Turner said in a re* 
taxed, wide-ranging bouriong 
interview. 

“If I go to the Olympics, I'm 
sitting up a hundred rows bade 
with everybody else. At the 
Goodwill Games I’ve got seats 
on the front row.” 

The tirird Goodwill Gaines 
are planned for next summer, 
from July 23 to Aug. 7 in SL 
Petersburg, which will play 
host to 2,000 -athletes from 
more than 50 countries for the 
16-day Olympic style event 
New York has been picked for 
the 1998 games. 


The first two game s — in 
Moscow in 1986 and Seattle in 
1990 — lost an estimated $50 
milli on to $60 .million between 
them. Goodwill Games Presi- 
dent Jack Kelly expressed 
hope that next year’s games 
would break even. 

But Turner; chairman o F 
Cable News Network’s . parent 
company. Turner Broadcasting 
System, Inc., said he was tak- 
ing -a broader view. 

“So far file games have lost 
money, ” be said, during a brief 
visit to Russia with his wife, 
actress Jane Fonda, to prom- 
ote the games -and meet with 
gov e r nm ent leaders. 

“Ifs very hard when you’re 
in the media business, or in any 
kind of show business, to know 
(about .losses). Sometimes you 
get a lot of psychic value out of 
doing somethi n g that doesn’t 
show in the bottom Bne when 
that individual project is 
looked at. 


FOR SALE OR REMT 

A flat, 183 square metres In area, consisting of 2 bedrooms, of which 
one Is master bedroom, salon, sitting room,- dining room, glassethn 
veranda, terrace, fully^ip^Jotchai. wailtowafl carpet with 
garage and telephone. The building has a swimming pool and a 

snort dub. Location Mecca Street. ... _ 

Please call teL: 608434 or 687573. Ask for Beam 


Kristiansen thinks Chinese will slash marathon record 


SAN SEBASTIAN, Spain (R) • 
— Norwegian .Ingrid Kristian- 
sen believes one of China’s 
elite women -distance runners ; 
will slash her world marathon 
best by six minutes in Sunday’s 
World Cup. 

Kristiansen set the present 
mark of two hours 21 minutes 
six seconds in the 1985 London 
marathon and only the. 1984 
Olympic champion Joan Be- 
noit has subsequently come 
' within a mmole of that time. 

But.by midday Sunday here 
Kristiansen folly expects the 
record to belong to any one of 
five Chinese women. 

“I think the record will be 
broken by the Chinese,” she 
said this week.' 

“I drink it will be two hours 
15 minutes. I won’t be sur- 
prised if something like that 
happens.” 

In five days last month the 
Chinese revolutionised* 
women’s distance running fol- 


lowing their three back golds 
at the Stuttgart Worid Cham- 
pionships. 

At an epochal national 
championships in Beijing's 
Workers’ Stadium. Wang Jun- 
xia took nearly .42 seconds off 
Kristiansen’s world 10,000 re- 
cord then went on to break the' 
worid 3,000 mark by more than 
15 seconds. In the meantime 
Qu Yuxnria broke the worid 
1,500 record by just over two 
secoiufi. 

Both Wang and Qu will run 
here along with Zhang Iinli, 
Zhang Liking and Ma uyan — 
bringing together the five fas- 
test women in history over 
3,000 metres.. 

Ma Junren, coach of -the 
famous five, has .downplayed 
speculation about a world best 
here. 

'-’This is their first national 
marathon- and they are very' 
tired so I don’t have very high 
hopes for their performance,” 


he said before the Chinese left 
for Spain. 

“I think they will be lucky to 
break three hours.” 

The startling Chinese succes- 
ses, and in particular Ma’s 
claim that his athletes ran a 
marathon a day for a six-month 
training period, have sparked 
inevitable speculation about 
the posable use of drugs. 

Wang and Qu each passed 
drugs tests in Stuttgart and 
again at the National Cham- 
pionships and their worid re- 
cords have been ratified. Ma 


has been quoted as saying that 
in 24 years of running and 
teaching he has never even 
seen a drug. . 

Kristiansen has her doubts 
and says her body could not 
handle the amount of 
kilometres covered by the 
Chinese. 

*Tm not sure they use nor- 
mal ways of training,” she said. 
•Tm afraid that what they’re 
lining is not allowed. 

“The 10,000 record was 
there to be broken — but by 40 
seconds?” 


CHANGE OF TELEPHONE NUMBER 

UNRWA field office, Amman announces that its 
telephone numbers will be changed as from 1st 
November 1993 to read as follows: 

607914-607312-607374-607398-607436 


WANTED 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


For a rewarding position in a local skin care company 
APPLICANTS MUST BE: 

Experienced and proficient in both English and Arabic, 
serious, and dynamic. 

Literate in word processing. 

Enquiries tel.: 645425 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED 
VILLA FOR RENT 

-Located near the American Embassy, with central 
heating, telephone, a garden with 2 car parks, 2 water 
wells. 

-The villa consists of'one floor and a basement. . 

For further information, please call telephone 
no. 822018 dally from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. . 


INTERNATIONAL TRADERS 

OUR NEW TEL. 
No. is 

607014 


\Stiie Cotton tylu&l 

I HALLOWEEN NIGHT PARTY | 

S DRESS FOR THE OCCAISION S 

J Witches Dress or Masks S 

£ ONE FREE PRINK with Cover Charge £ 
£ Sunday the 31 st of October £ 

-H- 

-M- 

‘ | ‘ PLEASE MAKE RESERVATION : | 

| 812997 /. 812473 / 814118 | 

^tmmmtmmmm*********************** 


VILLA FOR RENT 

We have an American style old villa to let at the 
nice ancient part of Jabal Amman - First Circle; for 
foreigners. It can be rented unfurnished for a fixed 
rent of JD 4,200. The villa has 2 floors, 4 bed- 
■rooms, a big reception area, a dining room, a big 
kitchen, central heating and solar water system, a 
garden and telephone line. 

For more information, please contact tel. 
No. 690847 & fax 690846; between 8-1 a.m. & 
4-8 p.m. Ramzi Samawl. 



EW 


WORLD ORDER 


put yourself in order, 
wear your birth stone, 

AJANI • 




^JRRT JEWELLERS 

Amra Hotel — Amman. 



International company seeks 
General' Managers 

- for local and international branches 
minimnm 3 to 5 years experience. 

University graduate. 

Fluent in English and Arabic. 
Strong sales and communication skill s. 
Flexible, energetic team player. 

Please send CV and cover letter to: 
Homan Resources 
P.O.Box 960913 
Amman - Jordan 




^ TeL : 634144 

HniAPMWA 

JURASSIC PARK 

Shows: 12J0, 3:30. fclS. 8:30. Kk30 


¥ * 


•W.: 6774201 


CONCORD T 

QUICK CHANCE 

Shows: 12-JO, 3J0, &15, 8 JO, 10:30 

CONCORD *2? 

THUNDER HEART 


Tel.: 699238 


36.': 675571 


JU Masted 


Nour Sharif — Sabrin- 
in ' 

131 - WORKS . 

Arabic 

Shows: 12J0, 3:15, 5:00, 6:30, 8.30, 1QJ0 


presents ^ pjay^en^ed^ 

A popular potitical comedy ■ 

Actors: Afaeer Issa, Daoud Jalajei. 
Hassan Al Sheer, Fuad Shomaii 
In addition to other comedians 
Every night at '8:15 
Ticlats are Sold all day 



Nabl & Htshanrfs Td.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 


The political comedy 

WELCOME ARAB 5UM5QT 

Daily 8:30 p.m.' 

The theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 

English synopsis available 
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EC leaders pledge 
fight for jobs, 
concern for people 


BRUSSELS (R1 — European 
Community (EC) leaders 


Community (EC) leaders 
pledged Friday to relaunch 
their 12-nation bloc, promising 
to fight unemployment, work 
towards a single currency and 
bring Europe closer to its scep- 
tical citizens. 

They also took the first steps 
towards creating a common 
foreign policy with provisional 
agreements to work for peace 
and stability in Europe, the 
Middle East, South Africa and 
the former Yugoslavia. 

The leaders were also poised 
to agree a controversial pack- 
age of sites for EC agencies 
and looked likely to hand the 
coveted European Monetary 
Institute (EMI), the embryonic 
EC central bank, to Germany. 

Complete agreement was 
being held up by Spain, which 
was unhappy with what it has 
been offered. 


A draft declaration from a 
special summit, called to mark 
the coming into force on Mon- 
day of the Maastricht Treaty 
on European union, admits 
that the community has be- 
come distant from its citizens. 

“There are large numbers of 
them for whom Europe seems 
far away, anonymous and nit- 
picking,” a* French-language 
version of the text says. “We 
want a Europe that is dose to 
its citizens, limiting its interfer- 
ence to cases where it is neces- 
sary for the pursuit of common 
interests,” it adds. 


tricfat Treaty into practice. Hie 
draft conclusion reaffirmed the 
EC's goals for a single currency 
by the end of the century. 

It made no mention, howev- 
er, of 1997 as the possible date 
for a single currency — a tacit 
admission that the Europen 
Community’s economic prob- 
lems and monetary turmoil 
have made that target unreach- 
able. 

Danish Prime Minister Poul 
Nyrup Rasmussen urged die 
assembled leaders to show that 
the treaty was relevant to the 
ECs citizens. He found proof 
in the streets outside. 

“The demonstrations we see 
in Brussels today are a sign 
that European politicians must 
take dear decisions,” Mr. Ras- 
mussen told reporters. 

Belgium’s transport system 
was crippled by a strike on 
Friday, while tens of thousands 
of unionists demonstrated 
against government proposals 
to end Belgium’s economic cri- 
sis. 

The EC leaders were also set 
to approve a series of modest 
steps to stimulate growth, to be 
followed by more concrete 
proposals at a regularly sche- 
duled summit in December. 

These indude making more 
types of growth- and job- 
creating projects eligible for 
cash from an eight billion 
European currency unit (S9.2 


billion) lending fond set up by 
the EC last year. They will also 


The draft reflects the leaders 
public statements that it was 
time to do something to put the 
community back on track amid 
a grinding recession and rising- 
un employment. 

“We have to show our peo- 
ples that we are collectively 
addressing their needs,” Brit- 
ish Prime Minister John Major 
told his colleagues. And then- 
highest need is to see all 
Europe moving out of reces- 
sion, all Europe creating new 
jobs.” 

The leaders said they were 
determined to put the Maas- 


agree to provide more subsi- 
dised loans for small 


businesses, he said. 

Despite the attempts of most 
leaders to show optimism, 
French President Francois Mit- 
terrand offered a sobering re- 
minder about some of the diffi- r 
culties facing the continent. 

“We are confronted by 
ethnic massacres which oould 
turn into regional wan. There 
is a serious risk of a European 
conflict at the beginnirfg of the 
next century,” his spokesman 
quoted him as saying. “There 
is reality mid reality tempers 
my optimism.” 


Evidence on defendants 
unheard in NewYork trial 


NEW YORK ( AP) — Not one 
witness in four weeks of testi- 
mony in the World Trade Cen- 
tre bombing trial has men- 
tioned the name of any of four 
defendants accused of carrying 
out the attack. 

Instead, dozens of witnesses 
have testified about the horror 
of the Feb. "26 bombing that 
killed six people and left 
thousands of others trapped 
for hours in smoky, dark eleva- 
tors and stairwells of two 110- 
storey buildings. 

For the past two weeks, 
dozens of Federal Bureau of 
Investigations (FBI) agents 
have described finding in the 
nibble of the blast parts of a 
Ford van and two gas canisters 
that allegedly boosted the pow- 
er of the bomb. 

“At some point, hopefully, 
we are going to finish piecing 
together things and so on and 
so forth and get down a case 
against these defendants, 
yes?” asked an impatient U.S. 
District judge Kevin Duffy at 
the end pf Thursday's court 
session. 

'“Yes sir,” promised Assis- 


tant U.S. Attorney Gilmore 
Childers after Ford Motor Co. 
representative William F. Pet- 
tier spent most of the day iden- 
tifying parts found in and 
around the bomb, crater as 
pieces of a yellow Ford van. 

Mr. Childers said Mr. Peter 
would be the last witness to 
testify about pieces of debris 
left by the bomb. 

“So that henceforth we can 
expect to hear from witnesses 
who deal with defendants or 
have something directly to do 
with these defendants one way 
or the other?” asked the judge. 

“That’s correct. Your Hon- 
.our,” Mr. Childers answered. 
“You will start hearing the 
defendant's names on Mon- 
day.” 

Mr. Peffer testified that a 
second van just like the van 
authorities suspect was used in 
the attack was taken apart to 
compare to the twisted,' 
broken, charred remains from 
the bombing. 


He put shattered parts of the 
an found in the bombing 


van found in the bombing 
alongside pieces as they nor- 
mally look so the jury could 
compare. 
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Home delivery service now covers 
the following districts: 


Urn t4haina;>^eiffeH, 

' Rabteft Housing Estate At/ Ali,* 

W^TetStreet, Mecca 

'Jubeiha.! ; 


We will soon be covering more di 
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WASHINGTON (R) — 
Secretary of State Warren 
Chistopher is expected to delay 
a proposed Mideast trip until 
after Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin meets President 
Bill Clinton in Washington, 
probably in mid-November, 
U.S. officials and diplomats 
said Thursday. 

The sources, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said- 
that while the date is not yet 
firm, efforts were being made 
to arrange talks at the White 
House between Mr. Rabin and 
Mr, Clinton on Nov. 12. 

Mr. Christopher, who re- 
turned from Russia and other 
former Soviet republics Thurs- 
day night, was contemplating a 
trip to the Middle East late 
next week. 

But the sources said it now 
looked like be might journey 
to the region later in Novem- 
ber or in early December. 

The goal is to try to convene 
a new round of Mideast peace 
talks in early December, one 
diplomatic source told Reu- 
ters. 

There has been some confu- i 
ston about the future of the ! 
talks since Israel and the Pales- i 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) used a secret channel to 
negotiate their own agree- 
ment, which was signed in 
Washington Sept. 13. 

Syria Wednesday renewed a 
threat to boycott the next 
round of Middle East peace 
talks with Israel, saying it was 
strong enough to avoid giving 
any concessions. 

Foreign Minister Farouk A1 
Sharaa told a seminar for lead- 
ers of the ruling Baath Party i 
that co-sponsors Washington ! 
and Moscow should not issue 
invitations to a 13th round of 
talks until Israel committed it- 
self to withdraw folly from the 
occupied Golan Heights. 

State Department spokes- 
man David Johnson, asked ab- 
out Mr. Christopher’s travel 
plans, told reporters that “at 
the appropriate time in the not 
too distant future some deter- 
mination on his travel plans 
will be made.” 

He noted that “there may be 
some bilateral meetings In 
Washington in the next short 
while” 

U.S.. special Mideast coordi- 
nator Dennis Ross recently re- 
turned from the region and 
apparently found the time was 
not quite ripe for a visit by Mr. 
Christopher. 

In a related matter, die Un- 
ited States Thursday reasserted 
its demand that an Arab 
boycott of Israel be lifted. 

In an interview in Thurs- 
day's editions of the Wall 
Street Journal, Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak suggested 
the United States refrain from 
pressing Arab states too hard 
to end the boycott, saying such 
pressure could cause a public 
backlash that would compli- 
cate the epeace effort. 

Asked about that, the State 
Department said in a state- 
ment “we remain firmly com- 
mitted to achieving an end to 
the boycott and are pressing 
publicly and in diplomatic 
channels for progress towards 
that goal." 

“While it is true the boycott 
is not strictly observed^by all 
Arab League countries, it does 
continue to be an obstacle to 
peace and economic coopera- 
tion in the region,” it added. 
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U.S. says Haitian military 


BERLIN (AFP) — The main 
witness in a trial over the assas- 
sination of four Uranian Kur- 
dish opposition leaders in a 
Berlin restaurant retracted his 
testimony Friday, shaking the 
public prosecutor's case 1 
against an Iranian and four 
Lebanese. 

The trial, which is the first in 
the West involving an extrem- 
ist act allegedly ordered by the 
Tehran regime, opened Thurs- 
day. 

Yusef Amin, a 23-year-old 
Lebanese, said in a letter read 
out by the court that his earlier 
confession that he took part in 
die September 1992 attack was 
elicited tinder pressure from 


won battle, will lose war 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (Agen- 
cies) — The United States ack- 
nowledged Friday that Haiti's 
military leaders bad prevented 
exiled President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide from returning home 
on time, but added that they 
would eventually be ousted. 

“The military may have won 
a battle this time, but they 
haven’t won the war,” said 
U.S. embassy spokesman Stan- 
ley Schrager, acknowledging 
that Mr. Aristide would not 
return to Haiti on Saturday as 
required by an accord signed in 
July by Mr. Aristide and Hai- 
tian army chief, General Raoul 
Gedras. 

Mr. Schrager also indicated 
that the United States was not 
entirely comfortable with Mr. 
Aristide’s demand that all top- 
ranking military officers res- 
ign, rather than just Gen. Ced- 
ras and Port-au-Prince police 
chief Joseph-Michel Francois 
as called for by toe Governors 
Island accord. 


Mr. Aristide had said that if 
they resigned, he would sum- 
' mon the legislature 6 ratify an 
amnesty for the military. 

U.N. envoy Dante Caputo 
also expressed disagreement 
with the demand. The United 
States and toe United Nations 
are Mr. Aristide’s most power- 
ful barkers. 

Gen. Cedras also rejected 
the expanded demand for res- 
ignations, saying it “violated” 
'the accord and Haiti’s constitu- 
tion. 

Mr. Schrager agreed, spying 
the demand went beyond the 
Governors Island agreement.” 

Asked about Mr. Aristide’s 
speech to die United Nations, 
Mr. Schrager also distanced 
himself from Mr. Aristide’s re- 
quest for a “total and com- 
plete” blockade of Haiti to 
enforce a tougher embargo. 

The United Nations is con- 
‘sidering adding all non- 
. humanitarian goods to a fuel 
and arms embargo in place 


since Oct. 19. 

Mr. Aristide has already 
issued an amnesty for Gen. 
Cedras and other military lead- 
ers involved in toe 1991 coup 
that ended his seven months in 
office. 


Also, Friday, the Haitian 
army denied allegations made 
in a U.S. Senate report that 
senior officials were heavily 
involved in drag trafficking. 

The report quoted intelli- 
gence sources as directly link- 
ing police chief Francois to an 
estimated $100 million a year 
in bribes paid for drug- 
trafficking and identified hum 
as key government figure in 
the drag trade. 


Fearing a shortage of fuel, 
army-backed political groups 
opposed to Mr. Aristide called 
a nationwide strike to press the . 
government to seize foreign- 
ownea gas depots. Most 
business were dosed- and 
traffic ^as sparse Friday. 


German police during initial 
questioning. 

“All I said at toe time was a 
lie,” be wrote. 

Mr. Alton's court-appointed 
lawyers said he and ms family, 
who live in Lebanon, had 
probably received threats after 
his initial confession. 

Information given by Mr. 
Amin led police to toe other 
four defendants: Kazem Dara- 
bi, a 34-year-old Iranian be- 
lieved to be an I ranian secret 
service agent, and three 
Lebanese, Atallah Ayad, 26, 
Mohammad Atris, 23, and 
Abbas Rhayel, 25. 

The five are accused of 
awiamdnating the four Kurdish 
opposition leaders. 

The charges, read out in 
court Friday, explicitly accuse 
toe Iranian secret service of 
having ordered the Berlin 
attack in which four officials of 
toe I ranian Kurdi stan Demo- 
cratic Party (PDKI), banned in 
Iran, were shot to death. . 

PDKI Secretary t general 
Sadegh Sharafkandi was 
among those killed: He and his 
colleagues were attending a 
Socialist International Con- 
gress in Berlin. 


WASHINGTON (JR)— h 
tad tinnx^- Honrs before he 
flew to New York to can 
. for Democratic Mayor. 
DmkmSvPreadentE^CHaton 
sported* hatThursday bearing 
toe name of the mayor’s Re- 
publican rival. His attempt to 
rocoverfromttamUIhseiyinm- 
up later in the day by wearing a 
second camp r efe rri n g to Mr. 
Dinkins didn’t appear be 
much of an improvement, 
however. The first cap was a 
toft from the producers of 
Rudy, a movie aberata young 
man who beats tbeadds and 
earns a spot on the U niv e rsi ty 
of Notre Dame football team. 
No one at the White* House 
apparently noticed that it was 
also the fast name of Republi- 


can mayoral candidates 
Rudolph GraHani, wfao.b run- * 


tong necfc-and-neck with the 
mayor. “I didn’t realise... 
there might be some pofiticto 
connotation to that,” Mr- Clin- . , 
ton said later at a New York * ; 
rally for.Mr. Dinkins. “When 1 
learned that there was, I re- ... 
numbered that there was 
another movie made a few 
months ago that X also -liked £ 
very much called Dave,” be 
told the cheering crowd. Mr. '* 
Ctint on then proceeded to put 
on a cap from that movie, 
which starred Kevin Kline as a 
well-meaning but not vtty 
bright man who doubles as the 
president. In an impassioned 
pro-Dinkins speech at a Union 
Hall in the Borough of > 
Queens, Mr. Clinton said tbe^ ' 
mayor, who is the country’s * 
top black urban official, had 
made great progress in adtoes- j 
erng his city’s problems even 
though be got little help from 
the previous Republican admi- 
nistration in Washington. 


5,040 Chinese 
officials guilty 
of corruption 


Court ruling seen as victory for campaign, democracy 


(Continued Grom page 1) 
was. perfect," a former offi- 
cial. said. “The court's swift 
handling of the case will also 
send the proper message to 
Jordanians.” 

“In pre-democracy times, - 
the judicial authority had a 
limited role and was intimi- 
dated by die executive au- 
thority whose administrative 
rulings were, in most cases, 
protected by the law,” the 
well-informed former official 
explained. 

When the Higher Court of 
Justice law was debated by 
the Uth Parliament “this 
protection was removed from 
toe executive authority and 
its decisions became open to 
appeal m a court of law.” 

Most analysts also see a 
comforting message to poli- 
tical parties and bodies which 
will now be encouraged to 
exercise their right to demo- 
cratic expression in the coun- 
try and feel protected by the 
law. 

The IAF over the weekend 
expressed satisfaction with 
the court's ruling describing it 
as a “victory far the law." Its 
lawyer, Zubair Abul Ragheb, 
a member of the front’s ex- 
ecutive office, argued that 
toe minister’s authority is 
“fixed and not expansive" 
which was the argument that 
the court later adopted in 
supporting its ruling. 

“People who felt intimi- 
dated by the government for 


taking such measures as the 
ban on public rallies and had 
nearly lost faith in campaign- 
ing freely have been given a 
shot in the arm with this 
ruling,” an analyst said. 

Despite continued denials 
by the authorities, political . 
parties, including the IAF 
and a number of leftist par- 
ties, had com plained 'that toe 
government had adopted a 
policy of limiting die strength 
of political bodies in the 
country and strengthen the 
hand of independent tradi- 
tionalist candidates. They 
cite the adoption of toe one- 
person, one-vote election law 
as the first in a series of 
measures that the govern- 
ment used to limit their 
strength in the next Parlia- 


ment. 

But toe analysts point out 


that the political wdgftt of 
toe ratine will largely benefit 


flic ruling will laigeiy benefit 
toe concept of “institutiona- 
lising democracy” in the 
country rather than serve the 
rating of one single political 
party in the elections. 

In fact.tbe government's 
goodwill and acceptance of 
the court’s decision will go a 
long way in giving it a credi- 
ble image of courageousness 
in applying the law even if it 
does not appear to be in its 
favour. 

The government’s immedi- 
ate positive reaction to the 
court’s ruling shows, accord- 
ing to most analysts, that toe 
executive authority is willing 
to abide by the law, respect 


Islamists stage first election rally 


(Continued Grom page 1) 


CNN-CIA connection.” The : 
Cable News Network was not 
present at the rally. But Mr. 
Keilani took the opportunity 
to launch a monologue on toe 
evils of Western television 
and their distortion of Islam. 

“Why do Western televi- 
sion stations film all our ral- 
lies?” Mr. Keilani asked his 
audience of about 250 peo- 
ple. “Are we such a danger to 
them that they have to collect 
intelligence on us?” 

Mr. Keilani attacked Israel 


'for whm be claimed was a 
plan to exhume the body of 
Palestinian war hero Izzeddin 
A1 Qassam, after whom the 
military wing of toe Islamic 
Resistance Movement, 
Hamas is named. ‘The ex- 
humation and toe insistence 
to keep crippled Hamas lead- 
er Sheikh Ahmad Yassin in 
prison despite toe release of 
other Palestinians political 
prisoners is not comprehensi- 
ble,” Mr. Keilani said. 

“Are the Israelis so afraid 
of a dead man and a leader in 
wheelchair?” he asked. 


the opinion of its judicial 
counterpart and accepts toe 
.rales of democracy. 

The government’s ban on 
public rallies, according to 
Mr. Hammad, was warranted 
by their assessment that these 
meetings “will affect security, 
stability and public safety.” 

In an interview with Jordan 
Television before toe court’s 
ruling, Mr. Hammad bad ex- 
plained that his derision to 
ban public rallies was “dic- 
tated by the law." 

“We have a National Char- 
ter and a political parties law 
and an election law (whose 
articles) we abide by and trill 
not allow anyone to skht 
them regardless of their poli- 
tical orientation,” Mr. Ham- 
mad added. 

The Minister also ex- 
plained that Article 61 of toe 
election law banned election 
campaigning in public areas 
and places of prayer. 

“We have allowed rallies in 
areas which are not ran by 
the government, tike recep- 
tion hails, election headquar- 
ters of candidates, hotels and 
movie theatres,” Mr. Ham- 
mad said. 

The court, in explaining its 
ruling, described Mr. Ham- 
mad’s derision as “restrictive 
of the public freedom as 
stipulated in the Constitution 
and the law, and therefore 
appeal is warranted and toe 
(minister’s) derision is in con- 
travention of the law.” 


BEUING (R) — A total of 
5,040 officials in the Chinese 
government and- Communist 
Party were found guilty of cor- 
ruption during the fust nine 
months of the year, foe public 
prosecutor announced Friday. 

A vice minister, wbose-identity 
was not revealed, and 20 other 
senior officials were also ac- 1 

cused of having accepted . 

bribes, according to pubfic pro- 
secutor Zhang Siqing. “Such a 
degree of corruption has never 
occurred since the foundation 


of the People’s Republic of 
China in 1949,” he declared in 


he declared in 


the People’s Daily newspaper. 
“Even tf these officials repre- 


“Even if these officials repre- 
sent only a small part of toe 
total (convicted), their actions 
had a negative effect, tar- 
nishing toe party's image and 
damaging relations' between 
the - government and the peo- 
ple,” Mr. Zhang added. The 


public prosecutor did not re- 
lease numbers for the last 


lease numbers for the last 
trimester, when a massive cam- _ ' 
paign against corruption was 
launched. Corruption has 
especially been rampant m the ^ * 
areas of finance, construction P 
and railways, he added. 


Shuttle women 
chalk up 
spaceflight fl rata 


Battle of the Jordanian left — seats could be lost 


(Continued from page 1) 


good move that will hopefully 
better their chances of gain- 
ing votes for their candi- 
dates,” an observer added. 

■ The two parties won one 
seat each in the Lower House 
during the 1989 election. 

Political commentators be- 
lieve the merger is important, 
if only because it was the first 
merger on any level between 
the new political parties in 
the Kingdom. The majority 
of the parties are leftist. 

Likely to depend on tribal 
and regional ties, most candi- 
dates in this election are re- 
fusing to make any predic- 
tions as to the outcome of toe 
electoral race. 


'’The field is wide open,’ 
said Saber Aref of the 
JDPP.” We are hoping that 
by running a joint list we will 
have a fighting chance at toe 1 
polls. But we are not willing 


to predict anything.” 
Of the official Proe 


of the official Progressive 
List of six, two are running in 
the same district but for diffe- 
rent seats. 

Former Deputy Bassam 


Haddadin, a DJPP member, 
is running for the Christian 
seat in Zarka while JDPP 
member Tarek Hajawi is run- 
ning for one of the Muslim 
seats in the same district. 

In four other districts 
where leftists are believed to 
have a strong following, 
either the DJPP or the JDPP 
candidate withdrew from the 
race to give their coalition 
partners a chance to gain a 
seat in Parliament. 

In the First District of Am- 
man and in Balqa’a DJPP 
members Samih Khalil and 
Hussein Abu Rinnan with- 
drew from the race in favour 
of Mr. Khawaja and Dr. Said 
Diab. Observers believe that 
the candidates that withdrew 
had better chances of winning 
than those who are running. 

JDPP candidate Issam 
Haddadin withdrew in favour 
of Salem Nahas in Madaba. 
Again local observers in* 
Madaba believe that Mr. 
Haddadin, who has both lef- 
tist and tribal backing, would 
be a more likely winner than 
Mr. Nahas. But Mr. Nahas, a 
veteran leftist politician with- 


in the DJPP, outranked Mr. 
Haddadin. 

In Iririd , Jamil Nimr from 
the DJPP is seeking toe dis- 
trict's sole Christian seat on 
behalf of the Progressive 
List 

- But Deeb Marji, a former 
deputy who spht with the 
JDPP earlier this year, is said 
to be backing another candi- 
date for the Christian seal 
who is also from the Nimry 
dan, Nader Abu Shaer. 

“Dr. Maiji’s support for 
another candidate from the 
Nimry clan will reduce the 
Progressive List's- chances of 
success with its cantodate,” 
said a JDPP member. 

Factionalism had plagued 
the pan-Arab and leftist par- 
ties for most of the last four 
years, and several parties 
have already split up several 
times. While toe raison d’etre 
of the joint election list is said 
to be neater success at toe 
ballot boxes, the way that 
they have contrived may in 
fact reduce the chances that 
the left had even more, say 
observers. 

It is still unknown if the 


DJPP and JDPP decision to 
partially “merge” was in any 
way influenced by the deci- 
sion to unite by their formcT 
mother parties, the Popular 
Front for the liberation of 
Palestine and toe Democratic 
Front for toe Liberation of 
Palestine. 

The DFLP is an offshoot of 
the PFLP. The two provided 
the ideological footwork for 
three Jordanian parties — the 
DJPP, foe JDPP and the 
Democratic Party for Prog- 
ress in Jordan (DPPJ). 

Both the JDPP and the 
DJPP are opposed to the 
political framework that gave 
birth to the Sept. 13 
Palestlnian-Israell agree- 
ment. 

The DPPJ does not 
oppose the accord and it did 
not join the Progressive List. 
The DDPJ is fielding Candi- 
dates in Jerash, Irbid and the 
First District of Amman. 

The Progressive List is also 

“unofficially" supporting a 
seventh candidate — Rateb 
Juneidi, a dose JDPP associ- 
ate, in the Second District of 
Amman. 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Ftor^ 
ida (R) — Two of NASA’s first 
female astronauts set flight 
duration records aboard the 
shuttle Colombia Thursday — 
one surpassing her own hus- 
band’s time in orbit and the 
other accumulating mOre boors 
in space than any other 
woman. Shannon Load, 50, 
was dubbed “the goddess, ol 
the universe” by her six crew- 
mates when toe logged 761 
hours shortly before: 7 p.m. 
EpT. She has spen|taarty t 32 
days in spasxicra four morions. 
National Aeronautics and 


officials at mission control i 
Houston honoured Lucid wil 
a round of applause. The al 
time record she shat te red wi 
held by NASA astronaut Boi 
nie Dunbar: Just more than 8 
hour earlier, RheaSeddon, 4 
on her third ^mission, passe 
her husband's mark of c 
hours and 56 minutes on ti 
shuttle dock. “He’s red* 
great guy and T. love hhri a* 
but I have more hours than I 
does. So there i — bleah” Se 
don said, stiddang out her to 
gpe, in a television messag e 3 
NASA chief as*tronast Rdbe 
“Hoot” Gibson:, Both wdme 
along with th feir . five- Thi 
crewmates, stifl; had thrift 
days of work aboard Otefe 
before their twoj-wede 
research mission- , was 
Both Lucid and 1 SedtfopP^ 
apjedio 1978 f ,££f§SjS 
decided to acedpt 
astronauts. . -v 
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